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Genesis xlvh. 9. (^^J^R^^ 



And Jacob faid unto Pharaoh^ The days of the years 
-of my pilgrimage^ are an hundred and thirty 
years : -few and evil haw the days the years tff 
'my life been^ 



TH £ R £ is not a man in hiftory^ whom I 
pity more, than the man who made this 
reply — not becaufe his days were fhort, — 
but that they were long enough to havje crowded 
into them fo much erii as we find. 

Of all the patriarchs, he was the moft unhap* 
py ; for 'bating tiie feven years he ferved Laban 
for Rachael, which feemed to him but a few days ^ 
for the hve he had to — ftrike thofe out of the 
number, — all his other days were forrol^; and 
that, not from his faults, but from the ambition, 
the violences and evil paihons of others. A 
large portion of what man is born to, comes, 
you'll fay, from the fame quarter : 'tis true s but 
iliJi in fome mens lives, there feems a contex- 
ture of mifery one evil fo rifes out of another, 
and the whole plan and execution of the piece 
has fo very melancholy an air, that a good natur- 
ed man (hall not be able to look upon it^ but 
with tears on his .cheeks. 

.1 pity 
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I pity this patriarch ftill the more, bccaufe, 
from liis iirft fetting out in life, he had been led 
into air expectation of fueb different fcenes : be 
was told by Ifaac his father, that " God fhould 
*f blefs him with the dew of heavei^ and the fatnefs 
of the earthy and with plenty of corn and wine : 
" — ^that people were to ferve him, and nations to 
bow down to him : — that he fliould be lord over 
his brethreii ; — that blefl'ed was every one that 
bleffed him, and curfed was every one who 
curfed bim.** 

The fimplicity of youth takes promifes of hap- 
pinefs in the fulleft latitude, — ^and.as thefe were 
moreover confirmed to hini by the God of his fa- 
thers, on bis way to Padan-aran,^it would leave 
no diftruft of their accomplifhment, upon his mind ; 
— every fair and flattering obj^ before bim^ 
which wore the face of joy, he would regard as a 
portion of his bleffing -be wpuld purfue it>»«^ 
\kC would grafp a fhadow. 
' This, by the way, makes it neceiiary to fup- 
pofe^ that, the hleifings which were coi>yeycd,^bad 
» view to hleffings not altogether fuch as a carnal 
mind would cxpeft but that they were in a great ' 
meafure fpiritual^ and fuch as the prophetic, foul 
, of Ifaac bad principally bfsfcNre him» in the ^ com* 
jMrehenfive ideaef rtieur fil^e and happy eftabliib- 
ment, when they were no longer to be ftrangers 
and pilgrims upon earth : for in fa^i^ in the ilri^ 
and Mter^ ienf^ of his father's graoti*— Jacob en*^ 
joyed it not ; and was fe far frcm being a happy 
xtkZTij that in the moft interefting paflage& of his 
life,^ he met with nothiiig but d^appointmems 
and grievms afflictions. 

Let us accompany him from the fitft treache- 
rous hour of a mother's ambition y in confequence 
^ whicb| he is driven forth from his country, aud 

» the 
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the proteftkm of his houfe, to feek prote&ion and 
an dftabliihment in the houfe of Labsm his ktnf-* 
man* 

In what manner this anfwercd his expeftations, 
-we find from his own pathetic remonftrance to 
Laban, when he had purftfed him feren days jour* 
ney, and overtook him 'dn mount Gilead. — I fee 
him in the door of the tent, with the calm cou- 
rage which innocence gives the opprefled, thus 
remonftrating to his father-in4aw upotf the cruel- 
ty of his treatment. 

Thefe twenty years that I have been with 
theey — ^the ewes have not caft their young, and 
the rams of thy flock have I not eal«n. That 
which was torn of bcafts, I brought not unto 
thee, — bar^ the lofs of it ; what was ftolen by 
day, or ftolen by night, of my hands didft thou 
' requireit. Thus I was : in the day the drought 
confumed me, and the froft by nigbt, and my 
• flcep departed from my eyes- Thus have I been 
twenty years in thy houfe:— -I fcrved thee four- 
teen years fdr thy two daughters, and fix years 
^ for thy cattle j and thou haft changed my wages 
ten times/* 

Scarce had he recovered from thefe evils, when 
the ill condu£i: and vices of his children, wound 
Ws foul to death. — Reuben proves inceftuous, — ' 
Judah adulterous,— his daughter Dinah is difho- 
murec},*— ^imikm and Levidiihonour them&lvesby 
treachery, — two of his grandchildren are ftricken 
with /fudden death, — ^Rachael, his beloved wife, 
perifhes, and in circumftances which embittered 
his lofs,~his fon Jofcph, a moft promifing youth, 
is torn from him, by the envy of his bcethen; and, 
to clofe all, himfelf driven oy fanrune in his old 
;age to die amongft the £gyptianfii| a people who 

held 
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held it an abomination to ' eat bread with him. 
Unhappy patriarch ! well might he fay^ That few 
and evil had been hh days : the anfwer, indeed, was 

- extended beyond the monarch's inquiry, which 
.was (imply his age j — but how could he look back 
upon the days of his pilgrimage^ without thmjc- 
ing of the forrows whijch thofe days had brought 
along with them ? all that was more in the an- 
fwer than in the demand, was the overflowings 
of a heart ready to bleed afreih at .the recoUeftion 
of what had befallen. 

Unwillingly does the mind digeft the evils pre- 
pared for it by others ^ — for thofe we prepare our- 
ielves, — ^we eat' but the fruit ;which \^e have 
/planted and watered : — ^ fliattered fortune — 
fhattered frame, fo we have but the fatisfaftion of * 
{battering them ourfelves, pafs naturally enough 
into the habit^ and by- the eafe with which they 
are both done, they fave the fpeftator a world of 
pity: but for thofe like Jacob's, brought upon him 
*by the hands from. which he looked for all his 
comforts,— the avarice of a parent,^ — ^the. unkind-* 
nefs of a relation, — the ingratitude of a child,— 
they aie evils which leave a fear; — befides, as they 
hang over the heads of allj and, therefore may faU 
upon any, — every looker on has an intereil in the 
tragedy; — but then we are apt to intereft ourfelves 
no otherwife, than merely as the incidents them- 
felves ftrike our paffions, :without carrying thelef- 
fon further in a word — we realize nothing,— 
we figh — we wipe away the tear, — -and thei;e ends 
the ilory of mifery, and the moral with it. 

Let us try to do better with this. To begin 
with the bad bias which gave the whole turn to 
the patriarch's life, — ^parental partiality— or pa- 
rental injuftice, — ^it mattey^.ixot by what, title it 

(lands. • 
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ftands diftingiiifliecl — 'tis that, by which Rebekah 
planted a dagger in Efi^u's breall, and an eternal 
terror with it, in her own, left fkt fhould live to 
be deprived of them, both in one day — ^and truft 
■me, dear Chrffi-ians, wherever that equal balance 
of kindnefs and love, which children look up to 
you for as their natural right| is no longer main- 
tained — ^there will daggers ever be planted ; " the 
**fon fnall literally be fet at variance againft his 
• father, and the daughter againft licr mother^ 

and the <laughter-in-law againft her motber- 

in-law,— and a matins foes &aU be they of his 

own houfhold." * . ' 

. It was an excellent ordinance, as well of domef- 
tic policy, as of equity, which Mofes gave upon, 
this head, in the 2ift of Deuteronomy. 

If a man have two wives, one beloved and one 

hated, and they have born him children, both the 
- beloved and the hated^ and if tlie firft-born fon be 
"^^ hers that tiras hated, then it ihall be, when he 
*^ maketh his fons to inherit that which he hath, 
" that he may not make the fon of the belpved firft: 

born, before the fon of the hated, which is indeed 

the firft bom, — ^but he lhall acknowledge the fon' 
*^ of the hated for firft born, by giving him a double 

portion of all that he hath.'* The evil was well 
fenced againft — ^for 'tis one of thofe which ftealff- 
in upon the heart with the afFe£i:ion$, and courts* 
the parent under fo fweet a form, that thoufands^ 
have been betray<id by the very virtues which, 
ihould h^ve preferved cfaem. Nature tells the pa-« 
rCTt, there can be no error on the fide of affec- 
tion ; — but we forget, when Nature pleads for 
one, file pleads for every child alike — and, Why 
is not her voice to be heard? Solomon favs, Op- 
preflion will make a wife mati mad*— Wliat wiH 

Vol. V. • B ' it 
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it do then, to a tender and Ingenuous heart, which 
feels itfelf neglccl:ed,: — too full of reverence for 
the author of Its wrongs, to complain ? — ^fee, it 
fits down in iilence, robbed by difcouragements^ 
of all its natural powers to pleafe, — ^born to fee • 
others loaded with carefles — in fome uncheary 
corner it nourilhes its difcontent, — and with a 
Weight upon its fpirits^ which its little ftock of 
fortitude is not able to withftand, — it droops and 
pines away. — ^Sad viftim of Caprice ! 
• ■ "We ar6 unavoidably led here into a refleftlon 
upon Jacob's condu£l in regard to his fon Jofeph, * 
which no way correfponded with the leflbn of 
wifdom^ which the miferles of his own family 
might have taught him : furely his eyes had feen 
forrows fufiicient on that fcore, to have taken 
warning : and yet we find, that he fell into the 
fame fnare of partiality to that child in his old 
agci which his mother Rebekah had fliewn to 
him, ih her8,~^* for Ifrael loired Jofeph morrf' 

than alj his children, becaufc he was the fon of 
*^ his old age ; and he made him a coat of many co* 
" lours."— O Ifrael ! Where was that prophetic 
ipirit which darted itfelf into future times, and 
told each tribe what was to be its fate. — ^Where 
was it fled, that it could not aid thee to look fo 
little a way forwards, as to behold this coat of 
many colour Sy ftained with blood ? Why were the 
tender emotions of a |iarent's anguifli hid from 
thy eyes ? — and, why is every thing ?--^but that 
it pleafes heaven to give us no more Hgn 
way, thaii will leave virtue in poffefiion oiF its re- 
compence, — 

— Grant me, gracious God! to go chearful- 
}y on^ the ibad which thou haft marked out,— I 
fjrifli it ttdthcr more wide or more fmo9th :--con- 

tiauc 



Digitized by Googl 



S JS R M O N XVX, 



'3i 



tinue the light of this dim taper thou haft pug. 
into my hands I iiirill kned upon the ground 

fcven times a day to feek the beft track I can with 
it — and having done that, I will truft myfelf and 
the iflue of my journey to thee, who art the foun-v 
tain of joy,— ^nd will fing fbngs of comfort . as 
go along. s » 

Let us proceed to the fecond great occurrence in 
the patriarch's life-— The impofition of a wife up- 
on him, which he neither bargained for, or loved. 
— And it came to pafs in the morning, behold 
it was Leah ! and he faid unto Laban, What is 
this that thou haft done unto me? pid I not. 
ferre thee for Rachael i Wherefore then haft] 
^ thou beguiled me ^ 
V This indeed is out of the fyftem of all conju- 
gal impofitions now, — but the moral of it is ftill 
good and- the abufe, with the fame cbmplaint o£. 
Jacob's upon it, will ever be repeated, fo long as 
art and artifice are fo bufy^asi they, ar^ in thefe af*. 
feirs. 

Liften, I pray you, to tHe ftories' of the difap-^ 
pointed in marriage :—colle£l all their complaints: 
hear their mutual reproaches ; upon what fatal 
hinge do the greateft part of them turn? — They, 
were miftaken in the perfon/'-x^^Some difguife ei« ' 
ther of body or mind is feen through in the firft 
domeftic fcuffle : — fome fair ornament— perhaps 
the very one which won the heart,— ornatncfjt 
of a tneeh and quiet fpiritj falls off \—It is net the 
Rachael for nvhom I have Jerved^'^Why hafi ihou ^ 
then beguiled me ? 

JJe open— 4)c honeft : giro yourfelf for what 
you are ; conceal nothing, — ^vamifh nothing,-— » 
and if thefe fair weapons will not do,— ^better not 
conquer at all^ than conquer for a day ;**^wben the 

B 2 uigh*^ 
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^ight is pafled, 'twill ever be the fame llory,— - 

A^id it came to pafs^ behold it ivas Leah ! 

If the heart beguiles itfelf in its choice, and 
imagination will give excellencies which arc not 
the portion of 6efli and blood ; w hen the 
<}ream is over, and we awake in the morning, it 
matters little whether *tis Rachael. or Leah , 
be the objedt what it will, as it muft be on the 

earthly fide, at leaft, of perfcftion, ^it wilt 

fall fliort of the work of fancy, whofe exiftence is 
in the clouds. 

In fuch cafes of deception, let not man exclaim 

as Jacob doe^ in his, What is it thou hajl done 

unto me ? for 'tis his own doings, and he has 

nothing to l^iy his fault on, but the heat and poe* 
tic indifcretion of his paffions. 

I know not whether 'tis of -any ufe, to take 
notice of this fingularity in the patriarch's life, iu 
regard to the wrong he received from Laban, 
which was the very wrong he had done before to 
his father Ifaac, when the infirmities of old age 
had difabled him from diftingufhing one child 
from another. Art thou my very fon Efaii P and 
he faidy I atn* 'Tis doubtful whether Leah's vera- 
city was put to the fame teft, — but both fuffered 
from a fimilitude of ftratagem ; and 'tis hard to 
fayj whether the anguiHi, from croiled love, in 
the breaflr of one brother, might not be as fore 
a puniihment as the difquietudes of crofled am- 
bition and revenge in the breaft of the other. 
/ I do not fee which vjfay the honour of Provi- 
dence is concierned in repaying us exa&ly in our' 
own coin,— —or, why a man fliould fall into 
that very pit, (and no other) which he has graven 
and digged for another man ; time and chance- 
may bring iuch incidents about^ and there wants , 

nothing,. 
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^ flDthuig^ but. that Jacot} ihould have been ba4 
man, to have made this a common-place text for 
fuch a doftrine. 

, It is euougb for us^ that the befl way to efcape^ 
^ilj in generalj not to commit it ourfdves— 
and that whenever the paifions of miankind will : 

order it otherwife, to rob thofe, at Icaft, *iuhQ, 
kve jt4dgmenis^ of the triumph of finding it out,. 
^^Tibat our travail has returned upon our headSf and- 
mr HHolent dealings upon our Dwn pates. . 

I cannot conclude this difcourfe, without re- 
turning firft to the part with which it fet out 
patriarch's acCQuiit to the king of £gypt, of 

the fliortncfs and mifery of his days; give me 

leave to bring this home to us, by, a fingle reflec*^ 
tion upon each* 

. There is Ibniething ftrange in it that life. 

ihould appear fo fiiort hi the grofs ^ — and yet fo 

• Jong in the detail. Mifery may make it fo, you'll 

fay but we will exclude it,— and ftiil you'U ' 

^nd,* though we all complain of the fliortnefs of-* 
life, what numbers there ^re who feem quite over*- 
ilocked with the davs and hours of it, and arc * 
cqntintially fending out into the high ways and ^ 
fireets of the city, to compel gnefts ta come in^ 
and take it off their hands : to do this with in« • 
genuity and forecaft, is not one of the Icail arts - ^ 
and bufineis of; life itielf ^ aud they^ .who cannot^ 
fuccted in ity carry as many marks of diftrefji ' 
about them, as bankruptcy herfelf could- wear*. 
3e as carelefc as we may, we fliall not always - 
have the power,-r— — nor fliaU we always be in 
a temper to let tbt; account run thus. When- the^ 
blood is cooled, and the fpiritu, which have hur* • 
fied us on through half our days, before we have * 
|iu<nbcrcd ane of them, are bcguxning^to retire j , 
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• — — then' wifdom will prefs. a moment to Bc^ 
feard,— ^ffli£Hons, or a bed of ficknefs, wilU . 

find their hours of perfiiafion and, fhould* I 

they fail, -there is fomething yet behind, j 

old age will overtake ns at. the laft, and' with itr 
trembling hand, hold up the glafs to us, as it dicF. , 

unto the patriarch. 

Dear inconfiderate Chriftiansl wait not^, 
ibefeech you, till then ; take a view of your 
. life now ; * look back, behold this fair fpacc 

<Japable of fuch heavenly improvements alL i 

fcrawrd over and defaced with- 

want words to fay, with wha t f or * i 

I think only of the rcflefHons with which you 
are to fupport.yourfelvcs, in the decline of a life 
fo miferably cafl away, fliould it happen^ as ifif 
often does, that ye have ftood idle unto the e— 
leventh hour, and have -all the work of the day te- ' 

' perform when night comes on,, and no one cai> * 
work. ^ ! 

adly^ As to the evil of the days of the years oF 

our pilgrimage fpeculation and faft appear at- 

variance again. AVe agree with the patriarch,-. 

that the life of man is miferable ; . and yet the 
world looks happy enough— jand every thing to*- . | 
lerably at its eafe; It muft be noted, indeed, that i 
the patriarch, in this account, fpeaks merely hia. ■ 
prefeht feelings, and feems rather to be giving a: I 
hidtory of his fufierings, than a fyftem of them^ 
in contradiftion to that of the God of Love* 

J.ook upon the world he has given us, obferve: 

the riches, and plenty which flows in every chan*- 
nel, not 6nly to fatisfy the delires . of the tempe*- 
tatej— but of the fanciful and' wanton every^ 
place is almoft a paradife, planted when nature: . i 
vias.i«.her.gayeft.hiunouj:.. ' , 
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— —Every thing has two views. Jacob, and 
Job^ and Solonaoiii gave one fe£iion of the globe^ 
and this reprefentation another ; t ruths 
lieth betwixt^— or rather, good and evil are mix-^ 
ed together ; which oiF the two preponderates, i» 

beyond our inquiry; but, I^trult it is the 

good 2 fi rft^ As it renders the Creator of thef 
world* more dear and venerable to me 5 and fe- 
condly, Becaufe I will not fuppofe, that a work in- 
tended to exalt his glory^ ihould ftand in want of 
apologies- 
Whatever the proportion of* mifcry in thia 
world, it is certain, that it can be no duty of re- 
ligion to increafe the complaint,— —or to affe<£t 
the praife which the Jefuit^ college of Granada 
give of their Sanchez^ T hat tho* he lived 

where there was a very fweet garden, yet, was 
njever feen to touch a ilower^ and that he would, 
rather die than eat fait or pepper^ or aught that 
might give a relifh to bis meat*. 

1 pity the men whofe natural pleafures are bur- 
dens, and who fly from joy, (as thefe fplenetick: 
snd morofe fouls do) as if it was really an evil in: 
itfelf.. 

If there is. an evil in this world, 'tis forrow and 
heavincfs of Ueart.~The lofs of goods,— of health,, 
—of coronets and mitres, are only evil, as they 
Qccafion foi9ow take that out — ^the reft is fan^* 
cy, and dwelleth only in the head of man. 

Poor unfortunate creature that he is ! as if the 
oaufes of anguifh in the heart were not enow— • 
but he mufl: fill up the meafure with thofe of ca-^ 
price ; and not only walk in a vain fliadow, — but 
difquiet himfelf in vain too. 

We are a reiUefs fet of beings ; and as we are 
Jikely to gontiaue fo to the end of the world, — 
' ' ' .the. 
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the beft we can do in it, is to make the fame ufe 
of this part of our chara£t&r, which wife men do 

of other bad prbpenfities ^wben they find they- 

* cannot conquer them,^ — they endeavour^, at leaO:^. 
to divert them into good channels.. 

if, therefore, we muft he a folicitous race of felf— 
tormentors,— let us drop the common objefts:' 
which make us fo,— and for Gop's jiake,be.folii^ 
•itoiis only to live well* . 
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' Luke xvi. 31. 

And he fald unto himj If they hear fu^ Mt^ md 
the prophets^ neither nvill they he perjuaded^ thS, 

one JJjould rife from the dead. 



THIJISE words are the conclufion o£ the 
parable of the rich man and Lazarus \ the * 
defign of which was to fliew us the neceflity of 

conclu<Sling ourfclves, by fuch lights as God had 
been pleafed to give us : the fenfe and meaning of 
the p^triarcVs find determination in the text be- 
ing this, That they who will not be perfuaded 
to anfwx^r the great purpofes of their being, upon 
fuch arguments as are oiFered to them in fcripture, 
will never be perfuaded to it by any other means^ 

how extraordinary foever; If they hear not 

Alofes and the prophets^ neither ivill ihey be perfuad'- 
£dy thon^^h onefhpuld rife from the dead,^-^ • 
* R ife from the dead 1 To what purpofe ? , 
What could fuch a melTcnger propofe or urge, 
'U'hich had not been propofed and urged already ? 
the novelty or furprize of fuch a vifit might 
awaken the attention^ of a curious unthinking 
people, who fpcnt. their time in notbiaig elfe, but 
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to%ear and tell fome new thing; but ere tlie 
wonder was well over, fome new wonder would 
ftart up in its room, and then the man might re- 
turn to the dead from whence he came^ and not 
^ foul make one inquiry about him. 

T his, I fear, would be the conclufion of 
the affair. ' But, to bring this matter fUll clofer to 
ns, let us imagine, if there is nothing unworthy 
in that God, in compliance with a curious 

world, M)r from a better motive, in com- 

pafTion to a finful one, fhould vouchfafe to fend " 
one from the dead^ to call home our confcience^ 
and make us better Chriftians, better citizens^, 
better men, and better fervants to God than 
" we ard. 

Now^ear with me, I befeech you, in framing 
fuch an addrefs, as I imagine would.be moil like* 

ly to gain our attention, and conciliate the heart 
to what he had to fay : the great channel to it, is 
Intereft, — and there he would fet out. 

He might tell us, (after the moft indifputable 
•credentials of whom he fervcd) That he was 
come a meflenger from the great God of Hea- 
- yen, with reiterated propofols, whereby much 

was to be granted to us on bis fide, and fome»v. 

thing to be parted with on ours : but that, not 

to alarm us, r'twas neitlier houfes, nor land, 

nor poireiru3ns j-: 'twas neither wives, or chil- 
dren, or brethren, or fiilers, which we had to" 

forfake ; ^no one rational pleafure to be given 

up ; ^no natural aulearment to be torn 

from.— - * 

— In a word, he would tell us, We had no- 
thing to part with but what was not for our* 

interefls to keep,- and that was our vices j 

which brought deatli and mifery to our doors. ' 

. ■ •■ ■ i He 
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. He would go on^ and prove it by a thoufand 
arguments, that to be temperatl^ and chafte, and 

jufl and peaceable, and charitable and kind to one 
another^- — ^was only doing that for C h r i s.t's lake, . 
which was moft for our own \ and that were we* 
in a capacity of -capitulating mth God> upon 

* what terms we would fubmit to his government, , 

^he would convince us, 'twould be impoiUbJe. 

for the wit of man, to frame any propc^als more 
for our prefent interefts, than to lead an uncor-- 

rupted lif e t o do the thing which is laivjul and 
right, and lay fuch rcilraints upon our appetites, 
as are for the honour of human nature, and the 
refinement of human happinefs. 

When this point was made out, and the alarms 

from Intereft got over, ^the fpeiire might ad- 

dreis himfelf to the other paffions , in doing ^ 
this, be could but give us the moft engaging ideas 

of the pcrfeiStions of Gon, or could he do • 

more, than imprefs the moil awful ones, of his 

* majefty and power:— —he might remind us, that 
we are creatures but of a day, baftening to the 

place from whence we fliall not return; that 

during ou,r ftay, we flood accountable to this Be-^ 
ing, who, tho' rich* in mercies, — yet yras terrible 
in his judgments that he took notice of all 
our atlions; — —that he was about our paths, and 
about our beds^ and fpied out all our ways; and 

*^ was fo pure in his nature, that he would puniih 
even the wicked imaginations of the heart, and 
had appointed a day^ wherein he would enter into 
this inquiry. — * - .t 

He miffht add- 
But what : ■ ' w ith all the eloquence of an in- 
spired tongue, What could he add or fay to us, 
which has not h^n faid before? the experiment 

Vot. C ta< " 
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has been tried a thoufand times, upon the hopes, 
and fears, the reafons and pafRons of men, by aU 
the powers of nature,—— the application of 
which have been fo great, and the variety of ad- 
drefles fo unanfwerable, that there is not a great- 
' er paradox in the world, than that fo good a rch 
ligion ihottld be no better recommended oy itspiD« 
feflbrs. 

The fa£l is, mankind are not always in a hu-* 
mour to be convinced,—- and fo lone as the pre- 
engagement with our paifions fubufts, it is not 
argumentation which can do the bufinefs ; — we 
may amu(e ourJfelves with the ceremony of the 
operation^ but we reafon not with the proper fa-« 
culty, wheft we fee every thing in the fhape and 
colouring, in which the treachery of the fenfes 
paint it : and indeed, were we only to look inta 
the world, and obferve how inclinable men ace to 
defend evil, as well as to commit it,— one would 
think, at firft fight, they believed, that all dif- 
courfes of religion and virtue were mere matters of 
ipeculation, for men to entertain fome idle hours 
with ; and conclude very naturally, that we feem- 
ed to be agreed in no one thing, but fpeaking 
well, and atting ill. But the trucfl comment is 
in the text,— ^ they hear not Mofes and^the pro^ 
phetSy l^tc. 

If they are not brought over to the interefts of 
^religion upon fuch difcoveries as God has made, 
or has enabled them "to make, they will ftand 
out againft all evidence : in yain fliall me^ rife 

for their convi£lion ; was the earth to give up 

her dead— —'twould be the fames-~cvery man 
would return again to his courfe, and the fame.^ 
bad pafllons would produce the ifame bad aOicms/ 
to the end of the. world- . 

This 
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This is the principal leflbn of the parable; but 
I muft enlarge upon the whole of it — becaufe it 
has ibme other ufeful l^flbns, and they will beft 
prefent thcmfelvcs to us as we go ateng. 

In this parable, which is one of the mcfl re- 
markable in the gofpel, our Saviour reprefents 
_ a fcenc, in which, by a kind of contrail, two 
of the moft oppoiite conditions thai could be 
brought together from human life, are paffcd be- 
fore our imaginations. 

The one, a man exalted above the level of- 
^mankind, to the higheft pinnacle of proiperitv, 
—to riches — to happinefs. — I fay, happimfs^ — iu 
compliance with the world, and on a fuppofiti- 
on, that the poiTcflion of riches mufl make 
• J*3PPy> when the* very purfuit of them forwards 
onr imaginations, that we (lake both body and 
foul upon the event, as if they were things- not, - ^ 
to be purchafed at too dear a rate. They are the 
wages of wifdom, — as wdl as of folly.— What- 
ever was the cafe here, is beyond the purport or^ " 
the parable; — the fcripture is filent, and fo (hould > 
we; it marks only his outward condition, by the 
common appendages of it, in the two great ar- * 
tides of* Vanity and Appetite : — to gratify the 
one, he was clothed in purple and fine linen: to 
fatiafy the other, — ^fared famptuouily every day \ 
—and upon every thing too— we'll uippofe, that 
climates could furnifh — that luxury could invent, 
or the hand of fcience could torture. 

Clofe by his gates is reprefented an objcd whom 
Providence might feem to have placed there, to 
cure the pride of man, and fiiew him to what 
wretchednefs his condition might be brought: a 
creature in all the fliipwreck of nature, — ^helplefe 
-^-undone— in want of friendsi in want of health, 

C ? ' —and 
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—and in want of every thing with them which 

his diftrcfs called for. ' 

In this ftate he is defcribed as defiring to be \ 
fed with the crumbs which fell from the rich 
man's table*, and tho* the cafe is not exprcfsly 
put, that he was refniVd, yet, as the contrary is 
jiot affirmed in the hiftorical part of the parable, 
—or pleaded after by the other, that he .(hewed 
mercy to ttic miferable, we Inay conclude his 

• reqr.eft was unfiiccefsfui, — like too many others 
in the world, either fo high lifted up in it, that 
they cannot look down dillindly enough upon the 
AifFerings of their fellow creatures, — or by long 
furfcitine: in a continual courfc of banqueting and 
good cheer, they forget there is fuch a diftemper 
a| hunger, in the catalogue o.f human infirmities* 

Overcharged with this, and perhaps, a thou- 
fand unpiticd wants in a pilgrimage through an 
inhofpitable world, the poor man fmks filently 
under his burden.— But, good GaD I whence is 

""this? Why doeft thou fuffer thefe hardfhips in a 
world which thou hafl made? Is it for thy ho- 

"nour, that one man fliould eat the bread of ful- 
nefs, and fo many of his own ftopk and lineage 
cat the bread of forrow ? ■ T hat (hts man 
fhOuld go clad in purple, and have all his paths 
ftrewed with rofe-buds of delight, whilft. fo 
many mournful paffengers go heavily along, and 

* pais by his gates, hanging down their heads? Is 
it for thy glory, O God ! that fo large a fhade 

of mifcry fhould be fpread acrotfs thy .works? • 

or, is it that we fee but a part of them ? When 
the great chain at length is let down, and all that 

.has held the two worlds in harmony is feen;- 

when the dawn of that day approaches, in which 

all 
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all the dtftrefaful incidents of this Drama ftall be * 
imrat^Ued — when every man's cafe (hall be 

re-confidered—i— then wilt thou be fully jullified 
in all thy ways, and every mouth fhall be flopped. 
^ After a long day of mercy» mif-fpent in riot and 
iincfaaritablenefs, the rich m^n died aJ/o ."^^^th^ 

parable adds, and was buried ; ^Buried, no 

doubt, in triutnph, with all the ill-timed pride of 
funerals, and empty decorations, which worldly 
folly is apt to pfoftitute upon thofe occafions. 

But this was the laft vain (how; the utter con- 
clufion of all his epicurean grandeur } — the next is 
a fcene of hcu'i^r^ where he is reprefented by our 
Saviour, in a ftate of the utmoft mifery, from 
whence he is fuppofeil to lift up his eyes towards 
heamif and cry to the patriarch Abraham ibr 
■acrcy. 

^ftd Abrabatn faidj Son, remember that thou in . 
thy life'time receivedji thy good things— 

—-That he had received his good things,— * 
from heaven,^and could be no reproach 
with virhat feverity foever the fcripture fpeaka. 
againft riches, it does not appear, that the living 
or faring fumptuoufly every day, was the crime 
objeQied to jtbe rich man.; 01; that it is a real part' . 
of a vicious' charader : the cafe might be then, 
as now : his quality and ftation in the world might ' 
be fuppofed to be fuch, as not only to have julli- 
fied l^is doing this, but, in general, to have rt^ 
quired it without any imputation of doing wrong ; 
for differences of ftations there muft be in the 
world, which muft be fupported by fuch marks 
of diftin&ion as cuflom impofes^ The exceeding; . 
great plenty and magnificence, in .which Solomon 
ie. d^fcribed to. have, lived, who hud ten fat oxen, 
* . ' .. . C 3 .and; 
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and twenty oxen out bf the paftures, and a hull-- 

dred fheep, befidcs harts and roebucks, and fal- 
low deer, and fatted fowl, with thirty meafures 
pf fine flour, and three fcore meafures of meal^ 
for the daily provifion of hrs table;— ^ill this is 
not laid to him as a fin, but rather remarked. as 

^an inftance of God's blefling to him v a nd 
whenever thefe things are otherwife, 'tis from- a 
wafteful and diihoneft perverfion of theni to per- 
i^icioiis ends, — and oft times, to the very oppofite 
pnes for which they were granted— to glad the 
heart, io open it, and render it more kind.— ^ 
And this feems to have been the fnare the. rich 

vman had fallen into — and pofiibly, had he fared 
iefs fumptuoufly, — ^he might have had more cool 
bpurs for refieftion, and been betcen difpofed to 
bave conceived an idea of want, and to have fete 
cjompafTion for it. '•'**' ' 

' . ui/id Abraham. Jaid^ Sofiy remember that thou in 
thy life^time received^ thy good things j and liiewi/e 
JLazarus evil things* ^Remember ! fad fubjefit 

' of recolleftion 1 that a man has pafled througlr 
t4iis world with all the bleffings and advantages of 
iC oii.his fide, — ^favoyred by Gop Almighty witb 
riches, — ^befriended by his fellow crcaturea m dia 
means of acquiring them, — affifted every hour by 
the fociety of which he is a member, in the en- 
joyment of them— to remember, how much he 

has rcbeived, ^how little he has beftowed, — i 

that he has been no man's friend, — no one's pro-. 

. tcftor,— no one's bencfa£lor, — blcffcd God i — . 

Thus^ begging in vain fgr himfelf, he is re- 
prefented' at laft as interceding for his brethren, 
that Lazarus might be fent to nhem to give 
tjiem warning, and fave them from the ruia. 
Xi^hich.he had fallen i^taj— ^STi&^j^ have JMoJes, 

' ' ' ' andj 

\ , t - \ h 
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mnd the prophets^ was the anfwer of the patriarch : 
^^let them hear them s but the unhappy man is rc- 
prefented, as difcontented with it ; and ftill per- 
filling in. his requeft, and urging, — Nay^ father 
Abraham^ but if one went from the deady they would 
repent, , 

, —He thought. fo—*but Abraham knew other- 
wife : and the grounds of the determination, I 

have explained already, — ^fo fliall proceed' to draw 
fome other conclufions and leflbns from the para- 
Wc. , . • 

And firft, our Saviour might further in- 
tend to difcover to us by it, the dan;Ters to which 
great riches naturally^ expoic mankind, agreeably 
to what is elfewhere declared^ how hardly ihalt 
they who have them^ enter into the kingdom of 
Jj^aven. 

The truth is, they are often too. dangerous a 
Ueffing for G.OD to truft us with^ or we to.ma- 

aage : they furround us at all times with eafe, with 
nonfenfe, with flattery, and falfe friends, with 
whkh thoufands and ten thoufands have periilied : 
•»-^ey ar^. apt to mukiply our faults^ ^and trea- 

cheroufly to conceal them from us; they 

hourly adminiftef to our temptations ; — and al- 
low us neither time to examine our faults, or hu- 
mility to repent of them ; — ^nay^ what is ftrange, , 
•do they not often tempt men even to covetoufnefs ? 
and tho' amidd all the ill offices which riches do 
us, one would laft fufpe£l: this vice, but rather 
"think, the .one a cur^for the- other ; yet fo it is^ 
•that many a man contrails his fpirits upon the 
enlargement of his fortune^' and. is the more 
.empty fpr being ftdl. 

But there is lefs n^ed to preach againfl: this : 
yiP. fepa^ all tg be . h.aA^^ning to the oppofit.: -^^x-, 

tr^ine.;. 
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treme of luxury and expcnce : we generally con* 
tent ourfelves with the folution of it ; and iay^ 
Tis a natural confequence of trade and riches^ 
and there it ends. 

By the way, I affirm, there is a miftakc in 
the account ; and that it is not riches which are 
the caufe of luitury)—- but the corrupt calculation 
of the world, in making riches the balance 
for honour, for virtue, and for every thing that is 
great and good, which goads fo many tboufands 
on with an affie£^ation of poffeifing more thaa 
they havei— -and confequently of engaging in a 
lyftem of expences they cannot fupport. 

In one word^ 'tis the neceffity of appearing to 
be fomebody, in order to be ib— which ruins the 
world. 

This leads us to another leflbn in the parable, 
concerning the true ufe and application of riches j 
we may be fure from the treatment of the rich 
man, tbat he did not employ thofe talents as Goi>' 

intended. 

How God did intend them,— —may as well 
be known from an appeal to your own . hearts,* 

and the infcription you (hall read there,— —asr 
from any chapter and verfe I might cite upon the 
fubje6^. Let us then for a moment, my dear 
auditors ! turn our eyes that way, and conlider 
the traces which even the moft infenfible man 
may have proof of, from what he may perceive 
fpringing up within him from fome cafual a6t of 
generofity ; and tho' this is a pleafure which pro^ 
perly belongs to the good, yet let him try the ex-». 
pcriment ; let him comfort the captive, or co- 
ver the naked with a garment, and he will feel 
what is meant by that moral delight arifing in the 
mind from, the confcicnce of a humane a^on. 
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But to know it .right, we muft call uppa the 
compaffionate ; .» Cruelty gives evidence un- 

.willingJy, and feels the pleafurc but imp'erfcflly ; 
for this, like all 01 her pleafures, is of a relative 
nature, and confequently the enjoyment of i(, 
.requires fome qualification in the faculty, as much 
as the enjoyment of any other good does :— 
there mull be fomething antecedent in the difpo- 
iition and temper which will i;^p<^£r that good, — 
good to that individual 5 - ctuerwile, tho' 'tis 
true it may be poflefled,-"— yet it never can be 
enjoyed. 

. Confider -how difficult you would find it to 
convince a n^ferly heart, tnat any thing is good, 
•which is not profitable ; or a iibertine one, that 
.any thing is bad, which is pleafant. 

rreach to a voluptuary, who has modelled 
both mind and body to no other happinefs but 

vgood eating and drinking, bid him tajie and 

.Jke hoFui ggod Gad is : there is not an invitation 

in all nature' would confound him like it. 
: In a -word, a man's mind muft- be like your 
propofition before it can be reliftied ; and 'tis the 
^^femblance between them, which brings over 
.his judgment, and ^makes. him an evidence on 
your fide. 

'Tis therefore not to the cruel, — 'tis to the 

.merciful j tp thofe who rejoice with thenpi 

that rgoice, and weep with them that weep,-— 
.that wc make this appeal : ^'tis to the gene- 
rous, the kind, the humane, that I am now to 
tell the fad * ftory of, the father! efs, — of him 
who hath no helper, and befpeak your alms* 

giving 

* Charity Sermon at St. Andrew's, Hoiboca. 
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giving in behalf of thofe^ who know not hovr to 
aik for it themfelves. 

—What can I fay more ? — it is a ful>jc£l on 
which I cannot inform your judgment, — and in 
tnch an audience, I would not prefurae to prac- 
tife upon your paffions : let it fuffice to fay, that 
they whom God hath bleffed with the means, 
— and for whom he has done more, in blelling 
them likewife with a difpofition ; have abundant 
reafon to be thankful to bim, as the author of 
every good gift, for the racafure he has beflowed 
to them of both : 'tis the refuge againft the 
flormy wind and tempeft, which he has planted 
in our hearts ; and the cohflant fluduation of 
every thing in this world, force all the fons and 
daughters of Adam to feek fhelter under it by 
turns. Guard it by entails and fettlements as we 
will, the moft affluent plenty may be ftripped, 
and find all its worldly comforts like fo many 
withered leaves dropping from usj — ^the crowns 
of princes .may be lhaken ; and the greateft that, 
ever awed the world, have looked back and mo- 
ralii:ed upon the turn of the wheel. 
* That which has happened to one, — may hap- 
pen to every mant and therefore, that excd- 
lent rule of our Saviouk, in afts of bcnevo- 
' lence, as well as every thing elfc, {hould govern 
us \—That whatfoever ye wouid thai men Jljould do 
to youy do ye aifo unto them* 

Haft thou ever laid upon the bed of languilh- 
ing, or laboured under a diftemper which threat- 
ened thy life ? Call to mind thy forrowful and 
penfive fpirit at that time, and fay, What it was 

that made the thoughts of death fo bitter : ^if 

thou hadil children, — I affirm it, the bitterncfs of 
death lay there j if unbrought up> and unpro- 
vided 
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^ided for, What will beopmd of them ? Where 
•will they find a friend when I am gone, who will 
ihnd up for them and plead their caufe againil 
the wicked ? ^ 

— ^BleiTed God ! to thee, who art a father to 
the fatherlefs, *and a hufband to the widow, I 
entruft them; 

Haft thou ever fuftained any confiderable ihock 
in thy.fortune ? or, has the fcantinefs of thy con- 
dition hurried thee into great ftraits, and brought 
thee almoft to diftraftion ? Confider what was it 
that fpread a table in that wildemefs of thought, 
—who made thy cup to overflow ? Was it not a 
friend of confolation who ftepped in, — faw thee 
embarrafled with tender pledges of thy love, and 
the partner of thy cares, — took them under his 
prote&ion ?— Heaven i thou wilt reward him for 
it ! — and freed thee from alj the terrifying appre- 
henfions of a parent's love. 

Halt thou — 

— But how ihall I aik a queftion which muft 

bring tears into fo many eyes ? — Haft thou ever 
been wounded in a more afFe£ling manner ftill, 
by the lofs of a moft obliging friend, — or been 
torn away from the embraces of a dear and pro.- 
mifing child, by the ftroke of death ? — bitter re- 
membrance ! nature droops at it, — but nature is 
the fame in all conditions and lots of life. — A child 
thruft forth in an evil hour, without food, with- 
out raiment, bereft of inftruftion, and the means 
of its falvation, is a fubjeft of more tender heart- 
aches, and will awaken every power of nature : 
—as we have felt for ourfelves, — let us feel foy 
Christ's fake — let us feel for theirs : and may 
the God of all comfort blefs you. Amen. 

SERliiON 
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But when thou art biclden, go and Jtt donjun in the 

lowefi room^ thai when he that bade thee cometh^ 

he may fay io tbee^ Friend^ go up higher ; then 

Jhalt thou have wor/hlp in the prefence of them 

who ft at meat with thee : for whofoever ex^ • 

alteth himfelfi Jhall be abafed ; and be thai hitni^ 

Uetb bimfel/t pdl he exalted^ 
* 



IT IS an exportation of our S a i d u r's to Hum w- 
Hty, addrefled by way of inference from what 
be bad faid \& tbe three focegoing verfes of the 
ohopter $ where,, upon* entering into the iviiif& of 
one of the chief Pharifees to eat bread, andi 
marking how fmall a portion of this neceflary 
virtue entered in with the feveral guefts, difcavei-^ 
ing itfelf Irom tbehTiChttfing the chief ^rbome. and 
moft di'ftingui filed places of honour -he takes- 
the occafion which fuch a behaviour offered, to. 
caution ihem againit Pride ^^ftates the inconM 
^raiience of the paffion* j«-«^ewa the'dilappoiatN^ 
ments whfch attend it,— ^he difgrace in which? 
it generally ends, in being forced at laft, to re- 
cede from the pretenfions to what is move thaoh 
mr due ; wbich^ by the wayi the terjs thing. 

D % die* 

« 
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the paffion is eternally prom^ng os to expe^T- 
When, therefore^ T thou ai^ bidden to a weddingy 

fays our ftAvioy Rj(fit ,x^0X[ Aow-n in the higheft 
room, leii a mor^ honoui:^ble inan than thou, be 
bidcien « of hinoi.; a^fd bCi that bade thee ai)d' him, 
come ai^id fay to thee,-— — tGiv# thi^ xnfin place : 
and thou begin with fliame ,U) jtake the loweil 
room. , . f ' ^ ' 

. T iB ut t}^OUi when tkou ss't^fii^den, go and 
fit doM^ ini/the }oweft room -^hard'^lefture I 

' in the , loweft room ?— What, do I Qwe 

nothing to rayfclf ?. muft I forget my ftation, my 
character ia life ? rcfign the precedence wbicJEi 
«jy biry^ .i^y fortune, my talents, h^y^alte^idy 
placed roe.in poffe(Hon of ?— — -give all ! and 
TufFei; infgrjor^ tp take my honpur ? .Yes 3-— -for 
t|iat,-i^yi§ ^ui; SArVipUf^., is the road to it : JPor- 
mfheH' tf^at hnUe theexQineth^-^ ht vimll fay toihee^ 
Friend^ gp -i^p higher ; then Jhalt thou have ivorjhip 
in the .preJ^HQje tbetn 'who fit at meat with thee 
~;/Jy^ luhojheper exalteth himjelf^ Jhall he abafid;: 
hi J^af btmhl^ HmjfeJfy ftMli exalud* / / 
T<j |n%k^ goo4 the truth of which dpchration^ 
it is mtf.neceflaxjF ye fliould look beyond this life,, 
jiad fay. That in that da^y of retribution, whcjQgijGL 
^ery high. thing fhalt be brought low^ asnd- every 
irregular paflion dealt with as it deferves ; — that, 
pride, ^mongft the reft, (confidered as a vicious- 
abaraaec) (hall fpi^et with its 4)ropcr punifliment^ 
ef being abafed, and Jying downfoF ever in fliame. 

and di&onoiH-*-r ^^It is not necefiary we fliould- 

loq^ fg^far forwards for the accomplifliment of , 
thif : Ac» juroyrds fcem not fo much to imply the 
threat of a diAaat punilbment^ tiie esecution of 
which was to be refpitcd to that day, — as the 
declaration of a plain truth depending upon the 

aatural cour fe of things^ and evidently verified iu^ 

every 
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€very hour's commerce of tife -^irofld ; from 
whence^ as well as from our reafoning upon the 
pfAnt^ h is found^Tfaat Pride lays us open to fo- 
many mortifying encmilKers^/wmefa HmntKty itt 
its awn nature refts fecune'from,—-^t?rat verily, 
cacli of them, in this world, have their reward 
feithftillyv d^h out by the natural workings of 
mens paflronsj, ivhich,^ tho' vcrjr bad^ execution^- 
crs in general, yera¥^1b fcf'jtiftoncs in tlrif, tftat 
riiey feldom fuffer the exultations of an infolent" 
tetnjifer tcr cfeape ther a^bafehncnr, or the deport* 
lh*nt of ati * hufebte- ofae <cr fail- of the boftotr^, 

which each* of tfteir dhafafters^ dd* defthnt. 
* in other vicious excefles which a man commits^ 
*e wofld;(thb* it iyuot much to its^edit) feemt- 
to fhmd' prcttf irtoter;:, if yro akfe ettraragam W 
intemperate, you3 are loolced- uporf as the great- 
eft enemy to ycurfdf, or if an eneniy to the 

pubiick, — ^2t leafij, you are fo r^mot^ a otrc-tb- 
€ach^ ihdtvidttaly that nt) one feels hkntdf -iftit^' 
mediately concerned in ycJUfptmHhirtcrit: but iiii 
the iiiftances of pride, tne attack is peribnal^j for 
thi's- paffion can Onlt take its rife fmtti^sl'> fidcrct 
6biih^ri(btt, ^hiiftf ttl^ pan^'h^arir^betft^ttitCHi^ 
hifhfelf to my difadvantage^ ev^ry- ititinwftiiit he 
^ives me of what he thinks of the matt<fr,, ii8 fo' 
rif a""d5reft injury, either as it withholds the re— 
fyeet whJch- ttiy dae,^^--H>f/pex*ag9r»Ame4*m^^ 
fo.MTe anf bhdre, whi<^h pneffes equafl^ H^Affi*^ 
as it purs me in mind^ of the rfefcfts^ which L 
feall^ hiv^, atrd of which'I am truly confcious^, 

of an udnionition : in ^every dne of- Whidh cafe*,, 
the proud man, Irt whatever language he (peaks 
it,— ^ — if it is expreflTive of this fuperiority over 
me, cittier iii the gifts of fbrtiind, the adv^nrra^- 
ges of birth or improteitieiits, as it Im. proceciN 

P3i cd 



td- froiu;,a» mcanu^fHrnatkuitir and poflUsly a vei^. 
unfair one 4>£ th^* liice^xetenfioos iaanyfelf>~ 
the. «ittacl(, I /ay, is perfonai ; and has generally, 
the fate to be felt.and jrelbnted as fuch* J 

So. that with regard. to the prefent incofUfcni*!^ 
enciev^'^OK is^carceisny vid^ bating ludi.as arc 
immiidiately pumihed J>y Laws^.^which a man may. * 
Xiot indulge with ,more fafcty to himfelf, than 
this one. q£ pride- ^^^-^ihe. humbleft .of,m€n> noc 
Iduigi to entirely void^pf the j^affion^tb^nafelvesi^ 
.(lut that they fiiiFer . fo Mnuch from the. overflow- 
ings of it in others^ as to^pnake the literal acconiT 
pliihmeut« of ^ the text^* a^42omaioo intered and 
«toncenK^ itu- vihick thiiy are generally ftieedsfiily.. 
i~the nattuse of vtEc vice l^eing fucb, ^^a&.not onl^c. 
to tempt you .tq it, t^ut. to a^ord the accafions 
itfelf of itSuOwn, humiliation.. , . 

^ The .prottdi tnaim^-'^riM Irr^ha, is iore alLoyer^ 
touch . him-m«ryou.^ut. him ta{>ain.: atid tho' of 
all others, he a£ls as if every mortaL was void of 
£enfe.^d*feeling,, yet is ppiTefied.with.lb.nice 
imi' exquif^te^a oqi; hiaifeify^that thcflights^ tha 
littler negleSs and. inflance&of.difefteenv which 
would be fcarce felt by another man, are perpe- 
tually; wounding.hiim>. ami, oft ^Umefijf^cing hxscu 
to his.very, bear4:« 

I. would not therefore he a proud man^ was it: 
• only for- this, that it ftiould not be in the powei:; 
of every, one who,thDught.£t— -to cha(tife.me>r?-- 
zny otbea^ inHrmitiesi^ hiDwever. unworthy of . me^ 
at lea(b wiH not incommode, me frr-fo little. di(^ 
.countenance do I fee given to them, that it is not. 
the world's fault,, if 1 fuffer. by* them :- — ^but 
here— ^Hif I; exalt myfelf,,! have no profpeA of 
isfcaping -with tnis. vice Lftand fwt)ln up iiif 
every body's way, and muft unavoidably be thruft 

ha^.;. whiv;W€f way I turn., whatever ilep I 

tike 
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the <Ure£i;ioi» of- tbis^paffioDr pirefii 
ttfikindly upon feme eWy/Aady.in.muni, muft 

prepare myfclf for fttch mortitying repulfes, as 
^ wiH. hriog v^k/^owti^jmd. ma^e^me on my vtzj* 

£>rr(iwiQgr ^ ' - 

This is^Qfiv the diatHre of things, and the cxih- 
perience of life as- far back as Solomon, whofe ob» . 
lervatiott upon it was the faxney— ^and it will evet 

a haughty fpirit i^ore a ffill.rf^Buti.nci, ther^fors^ 
thjfetf forth in the prejence of the kitigy andJJand ' 
$fot in. the place, ofi greaL^mejijzmfofi, better, Js. 
^^-^—^(^KFiuch by.t£ie way^ is.tbe ireiy .difliiafive.ia 
the*texD)N-iHA£r^ is it:,, that iL^ie fmd unt^ ihe^, 
Friendy come > tip highevy than that tiou. Jfjouldefl he 
put dower m £be ^efmce ^ the pritux sujhofn. thine 
eyes ' have fetn^^ * j i-** . ■ . * 

.Thus, much ioiMhe iUiEiftFatiim:of tbss) otie aiv 
gument of our Saviouk!s, againft Pride 
tfaei:e ar&.aiany. othef^confideratious.. which expofe 
the .vmknefs of it^^« which hi& knawlecige o£:the 
bcart af^.man might, faaive fuggefted.;. hijkt.as the: 
particular occafion which gave rife to ]c£lure 
of 4)ur i»AViouR's againft^ pride^. naturally led. 
him to fpeak.of the-mortifiealdons whicb*attend' 
fuch inftances of it * as he then beheld ; f or 
this reafon,. the other arguments might he omit? 
tedy , which perhaps in a fet difcourfe would be * 
dbix]^ injuftice to the fubje£):. I (li all. therefore, 
in the remaining part of this, beg leave to offer 
fome, other confiderations, of a moral as well as a. 
religious nature,. upon thisXubje&, as fo n^any in- 
ducements to check this weak paflion in man;; 
Mrhich tho' one of the. moft inconvenient of his 

nfirmities, the moft painful and difcourteous 

o focl^ty,,yet by a fad fatality, fo it is, that 

hei& are icv rkes^ except fuch.whofe.temptatir 
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tms aue i mm edfately ft-ated' in om natirre8» f» 

which there is fb' geriewl a propenfity throughottt 
whole race. > : > • 
Thb la^ led* 'ftmtc fiiiyncnl'^ ]$M9 writer, 
That all maiAxifd^at bottom-were pft^d dHke 
**-that one ilwtn differed from another, not fo« 
imich in thfC diflerenf portions wteich ht poflcfledl 
ef tty as m thc d^teftt^m «nfd addf'^bf whicl^ 
he esceh iff «ife Man^igMTent' ^ di%Riife M k M> 
the world : we tramfrle, ho'dtwibtys too ofteny, up— 

the pride of Pliito-s mhn^fe, with great 
foridc of outi€^ir ^<yely;^(B#'fhtf w'K^^ ' 
lias fwmre ^fplecii' Jtlta» in ' ftf tfici^- being: 

thoufands, (if any evidence is to be alto wed) m 
the moft unuiFo^d- ttumyity^ arid tiHi^ pov^rtj' 

yfihhQ^Mmg ^i^y io^imfMli^'inay allowed to the: 

©bfervation, Thar Pride is a vice which' grows^ up* 
in fociety fa infenfiWy,r-^fteals in. unobfervcdi 
trpmt the heart upon, ibif^atiy^otcafiami-^fbrms. 
itfclf tipwi ftwh* ftrange T)rfttehfTmre, andj wRew if 
h^s done, veils kfelf under fudi a variety of uii- ' 

' fufpefked appearances, — iometimet even, under. 

* tita*(i of Htrmiiity itfelf^Mhf^i^^ 

Setf-Etifry iifce v4Mfffridi:ii %iftaU%f 4EiMdcing). 
rtioft treacheroufly feeds thid humdurf,r-*— ^^points^ 
out fome* excellence in every foul' to tnctke" him 
Vsufr».i«nd'tibiid&4no#e< highly^, hittdclf^ than lfe 
ought «r tWnh ;^~>4*at, upofrtRewhWe;^*Iferei4i 
no one weakfttfs into ^<^hich the hefart of man- 
IB mor^ eafily 6etffefjr'ed,r*-^r which requires^ 

10 gaufd againft. i- * ' 
' '* Andfirft, the root from which it fprfei^s,, is no* 
inconliderable difcredit to the fruit.. ,^ 

If you* look into the* tteft cHorsihwititer^, wb6» 
Iiave taken pains to 1> aich into tfte grcjumte df. 
'""'^ ■ thi«- 
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this pa(rion>~4li6y"iiFS) teU 

vice of little and contrafted fouls : — ^that what- 
ever aiFedation of greatncfs.it gener^Uy^ wears audi 
CisTieil i%^tif^i;liipk%i%}^ i^i railed meannefe Uft* 
Aeil^eai:t af it sw-r^ hi^ug}3*yi»i<d'«lr!abjcft tern-, 
per^^ I b^Uevf?!/ ar<e l»uch n^alrer ntkin lban they 
wilJ; a€knowl€;4ge4--Trlijkej^i?rTdati<)ns^ ithey look 
z^lifjtk iby. ^fpnc owt^^rtat^i^ ifiigltl < but, trace. 
b^I^ ^€ir .r9«digi;^?,rr--tkey ^r/8 bat- odlateral 
branches froai tl^* feme ftqiji ; toid there is fcarde 
iwbf^ Uas.QQt feen imny fiupb.i^ftances of; 

ij^oke has g^vea of ibi^ aiioityj inf^i^defcriiH' 

t|On of a Prld/ *which liokA the di^^. ^ f • >, : 

wljich, \% givifs^ th^ ft|rong# pre^f,; i^r^ga^dto the 
cb^ef end it' h^B in view>iaii4 t|ieii9t>Cur.d m^ns it 
tal;9s to h^jngiit ^i^;^Q|lit._ . , ^: • ^ - i. 

Tf^vi .^\ui%\ %\\YTj^r^ ^ mejaf^«ey©f • re-» 

fpp<3 >and d^ergnpejas ii^ di^e to his fuperjor me-^ 

.,Jto^>fB9l»ifie!»fo^^ a1kfl|||¥kdg»tof the wi>r}cl,, 

£h5l^f'j;i^^f^l^^tj^q^ fttuicb. <cA?v#f ^^)f tMe are*dii^ 
to |fiaLtU--.al^wing |ie has made a right calcula- 
ti^^-^jLlkcy arq0(^ll .<iues of ^fu^^l^ ^ Aaturejj that 
t^^i^e^ not to pe k|i]^9ct,upoii: *Ho|iour a)>4 He* 
ipedb^^uft h^.z- frie-^Hi^jJl offering : treat them o- 
hcT\yi^Q^ and claim <t)if^n^ froflfi the world as a 
ax,- — they are fure ta h£*,^vtfhht?l(J j ythe firll.dif^ 

ovcry of fijjch apijgjtpeagjtif^ c^f^pwits it,^ aa4 
rejudices youp title to it for cver^ 

To this fpcqulfitjve arguni<^ntof its weaknefs, it 
3S generally the i\\ fate tp add another of a more 
bftantial oatucei which is matter of fa£i y that 

- ta 
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pemnced txr be no left a mark of a w^i: ^r^i/Vi iiv 
the ftgttra4:iv«, thdn it is iti the literal fenfe of the 
mpteffiofn-^n HMhr truti)> ^ti» fmr a fcuffvy kittv^ 
of 41 trrck '(^iv/^^^iif th$ftttffa> JotarPf-^vAitw 

Fortune, in one of her rnerry moods, takes a poor 
devil with this^afiion in his bend, and i^ounts 
him< iif' MaV miie ai high a5 fhe cart get hitnj^ 

hp itri)f*m^ to Malb Ifhn fttch p - 

ta^teks, as to become the very fool of the corhcdy ^ 
awd was he not i general benefaftor to (he world 
ifi tnfekhig it rnepry,i^ kno^ nor hoM^ Spieo^ cbuld^ 
\m piid««d. 4tiring t W t6|)/lrefeift^k>ti* ' * ^ 
A third argument ^gainft pride, is the naturat 
^rtil^dKon it has with vices of an bnlbcial afpeft : 
the Seifii^we ftld6«rintrodttce^ it alone— Ariger^ 
» S^h\ "ffp Reretige^ famd inimical ^ilfioiT, iar* 
^\et ii|i6n- the ftagc with it j 'me';^odfe and rea-* 
fons of which I h^e not tirftfe td fe?rl%g§ oti^ laiuS 

thctxy 9m otWi^,-^y^ ^^^^ 
com pany-thife" vice is generally foUiifl' in, S)i-<iiitcC 
be fufficiei?t by itielf to^ttigager.a ri)?in t6 aVoid li^ 
"VhM^ much : fbr ttife %&t?li'm^A^^m %^6n^ 
fiibjeari i great 

hiftrate^chidiy the iifronveiiiencles of ' R^i^6 ifi » 
fecial light, mafy feem ta have a great eV tendency 
to make liieB guart th^ atf^earincd^ 'of it, xh\t^ 
ecW^jtocr fSe pdfioiPWelf k- bite d^'lhVir 
nature ; to do this effeiSua^ly, we muft add the 
arguments of religibn, without which',, the beft 
moral difcoutfe'hiay prwe littie bctteV th^ a cold ' 
political leftufe/^augfit merely to ^oHiii thfe paft 
iion, fo as not to be injurious to a man^s prefent 
intereft or quiet y all which a man may learn to 
praflife nifBeU enough, and ^ct at the faoAe tinut: 

be 



Digitized by Google i 



i>c a perfed ftranger to the bcft partoi* huniiJity, 
' .which implies nqt a c^^icealraeJXt of Pride, b^t 
jtn abfolute COTq^eftj^jj^- ^ the :$^Jkji(iifgfiJB^{,iiL 

-4nd foft, -one bf ibhe ,^^11 perfuafiye -argUK 
KHioits which r^ligip^ /^^ tti^^^^iul, is-thi^ 

iel*;^^, ?!^ aiid,;i»^rftl impetf 

ie^iQnf.*^ /I^ji^^imp.ou^ t|0( reflqft a^^iaomeet up- 
Jon tl^Ja. ,>5yij:4 ?,|^ fu|A tUe.hurnl^ 

creature, that paffes.^j^ray, like. .a,.ihad9W, at^^^ 
rhafteii^ng^piF^fheJjbger^ the fhciatripal iklas 
,an^,dift||3^^^^ 

iea\^ mm, naked as a neglw^4*ver;: J^nd forth 
'yoiur im^kw^tiWj.i hcfeech to ^iew the iaft ' 

im4.gQvtiaKieditl^ jtirorJ4-Aft€; ti^^vijipipty via^MUur 
idilappQ^ring I <H\e of the. arrows oC jofiortaltty t^ifi 
^om^ot ft^f fail wif jbili him : fee^t iogp^r^ . 
iw^ Kfef, freezes blpad airf^4>*W*,' " • f V " 

IJinwi -^^ byijife,fiittef;^«,f , ^ 

/Di^n^f &ui r with what dre«tts hail thou been . 

jrf^<)6& thw l^aft fo ^j^^ - 

•of notam wlttdi be cannot 7)cxn<^y, does wv^jr- 
thaddC$iftml:fr z dainp /upon , h<ttman : Fiiid^, Qiueh 
more mud jtbe confid^raticta. -j^ tfts i^l^d^ ^^Nife 
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.4& SERMON :mv. 

. ' Survey yoitrfelves, my dear Cbriftians, a feir 

moments in this light — ^behold a difobedient, un- 
grateful^ intr amiable and diforderly fet of crea- 

tttres^ going wtong feven times in a day^— ailing 
-feiiietknes every muf of k againft your own con** 

Tiftions — your own interefts, and the intentions 
. of your God, who wills and propofes nothing but 

your happinefs and profperity — what reafon does 
-this tiew f umifli ydu for pridis ? how many does 

it fuggeft to mortify and make you afliamed ?— 

well might the fon of Syrach fay in that farcafti- 
cal remark of his upon it, TAat Pkide was itdt 

* made for mM^for iotM purpofes, and ifor fome 
particular beings, the paiTion might have been 
ftiaped — but not for him — fancy it wheie you 
•will, 'tis no whefre fo improper— 'tis in no crea- 
ture fo unbecoming — 

• * -—But why fo cold an afieilt, to fo uncOntefted 
a truth ? — ^Perhaps thou haft reafons to be proud : 

heaven's fake, let us' hear ^iii.^Thou haft 
^Hdvafitage^ of birth tod titte- tb boaftof-^ 
4iiou ftandcft in the funfhine of court favour— 
or thou haft a large fortune— or great talents — or 
-1Mict\ leaciiing^-*or nature has beftowed her gra- 
ces upon -thy pei^ii-^fpe4k*<«on which ^ofHrnfe 
foundations haft thou raifed this faaciful ftruc- 
ture ?— Let us examine them^ 

Thou art* * w^H -boln-5-Mtben truft me, 'twin 
/pdSute no one 4irop of thy lAdod tbi be hmnble : 
liumility calls no nSan down from his ranlc, — <li- 
vefts not princes of their titles it is in life, what 
>Ac dear ohfmrt is in fmintiag it makes . the he- 
•^o ftep forth in the canvas, md dachas ins fi^ 
gure from the group in which he would other*' • 
-wife ftand confounded for ever. ' ' 

If thou art rich — then iheiv the greatndCs o£ 
iby fertttne^-^r^ what 19 better, the greatncft 
I of 
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of thy foul in the meeknefs of thy converfatio^ y 
condefcend to n\en of low eftate,-T— =fupport the 
diftrefled> and patronize the neglcdlcd.— Be 
^reat j but let it be in confidering riches as they, 
are ; as talents committed ^ an^ ^eofthen vejfel— 
That thou art but the frecein^eri^TOiA that to be 
obliged, and* be vain, too,— is but . the old fole- 
cifm of pride and beggary, which .though they 
ofjcn jneet,,-?r-yet .evj5r,^«Jia^ but. pu ^l}^^ f^" 
taety.- . ,u , , , . 

^ th(^\art powerfi^ljn intereft, and ftandeft 
deifie^ by a fervile tribe, of dependents^ — wny 
flioulfji^ft. ,^hou jhe .prayd-T^ — -beci^ufe they arc 
.l)L|jngj?yj,J^-^^cdurg^ na'e fuch fycppnants ; they 
hav^ .{tuped tijc hj;ads, ^f .^t^aul^n^s. as well as 
thin^.— . . . ; 

— ^But 'tis thy own dext€.rity ^Aftrqi\gt;I\ which 
IWftigmS^ .^hjfl^imn^ce :-ralJpsif. ^t j but 
lart^thourpr^^ 3^"^^ f^'^P^r ftandeft in ^ place 
^ where thQ^pai,^;ij:he.i?iark one man's envy, an-' 

*^<^\Vm'^. m^^hifi^ ^ ^b^^ n^au'a revenge,— 
^iWf * g«4 "^?n^an?y,.be, ready %Q,Hv^^ thee, 
:,OTdi nWh^n^e .bad mei; wxji^ be iieady t:jp pull thee 
dow4i^?v^<.I vfould ,be proivi of nothing that is un- 

.5frtaip,v,,^a5jV3jau-^^ hpq^i^e. he was ad- 
mWf£l/alqgF 4pjflupe^ ElUief's ^anqi^et j.ftnji the 
'diftin£);ion raifed hi^B, — -out it vasu fifty cubits 
.jiigherpthan he ever dreamed or thouglit of. 

L^b us pafs.,9^ to th^ pr^^ences of leacnipg, 
M ^^ft little, thou wilt 1^ proud 
. ^;of. it .in Cfmne : if thpju , haft much, and good fenfe 
along with it, there, will be no r^^fon to difputc 
jagaiuft the paffipn : a beggarly^ parade of rcm- 
.rnantsiabut a forry obje£l^ Pride at the bed; 
—but more fa, when we can Cry out ^upon it, 
.Vol. \ . / -E as 
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SIS the poor man did of his hatchet,— * /• 
Majler^ — -for it ipas borroiued. 

It is treafon to fay the faqtie of Beauty, — ^what- 
ever we do of the arts and ornaments with which 
Pride is wont to fet it ofF : the weakeft minds 
are mod caught with both ; being ever glad to 
win attention and credit from fmall and flender 
accidents^ thro' diiability of purchafing.them by 
better means. In truth, Beauty has fo many 
charms, one knows not how to fpeak againft it ; 
and when it happens that a graceful figure is the - 
habitation of a virtuous foul, — ^when the beauty 
• of the face fpeaks out the modefty and humility 
of the mind, and the juftnefs of the proportion 
i^aifes our thoughts up to the art ^nd wifdom of 
the great Creator, — fomething may be allowed it, 
—and fomething to the embellifliments which fet 

it off j and yet, when the whole apology is 

read, — ^it will be found at laft, that Beauty, like 
Truth, never is fo glorious as when it goes the 
plaineft. 

Simplicity is the great friend to nature, and if 
I wQuld be proud of any thing in this filly world, 
it ihould be of this honeft alliance. 

Confider what has been fa id ; and may the. 
God of all mercies and kindnefs watch over your 
.paiRSjji' and infpjire you ^hh all humhlenefs of 
ti^^^^J^^c^nefs y paiiencey and long-fuffering. ^ ■ . 

• ^ Z Kings vi* 7* 

« 
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Matthew xi. 29. 

Learn of me^ for I am meek and lowly in heart if 

and ye jball find reft unto your fouls* * 

— • «, 

THE great bufinefs of nftan, is the regulation 
of bis fpirit : the poiTeffion of fuch frame 
ind temper of mind, as will lead ns peaceably 
hrough this world, and, in the many weary fta- 
;es of it, aflbrd us, what we fliall be fure to ftand 
n need of,— unto our fouls. — • . . 

^Reft unto our fouls ! — 'tis all* we -want — ^tli€ 

nd of all our wifhes and purfuits ; give us a 
irofpeft of this, we take the wings of the mor- 
ing, and fly to the uttermoft parts of the earth 
> ha^e it in pofieffion i we feck for it in titles, lia 
iches and pleafures, — climb up after it by ambi- 
!on,— come down again and ftoop for it by ava* 
ice,— try all extremes 9 ftill we. are gone out of 
le .way, nor is- it till after many miferi^te expe*' 
itients, that we are convinced at laft, we have 
een feeking every where for it,- but wh^re there 
'as a profpefl of finding it 5 and that is, withirlv 
urfelves^ in a meek and lowly difpofition 6»f hearts 
his, and this only, will give us reft unto our 
)uls :— reft from thofe turbulent and haughty 
ailions whieh difturb our quifet :— reft from th^ 
rovocations and difappointments of the world,, 
nd a train of untold evils too long to be recount- ' 
i, againft all which thi? frame and prepa^ation^ 
\ VBAXkdt is.the beft protediioq* 

E i Ibeg 
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I beg you will go along with me in this argu•^ 
ment. Confider how great a.ihare of the uneafi- 
nefles which take up and torment our thoughts^ 
owe their liic to nothing clle, but the difpofitions 
of mind which are oppofite to this character. 

With regard to the provocations and ofFences, 
which are unavoidably happening to-a man in his 
commerce with the world,- — take it as a rule- 
As a man*s pride is, — fo is always his difpleafure ; 
— as the opinion of himfelf rifes, — fo does the 
injury, — ^fa does his refentment: 'tis this which * 
gives edge and foice to the inflrument which has 
lli^uck him, — and excites that heat in the wound, 
which rend^^s it incurable. 

See how different the cafe is, with the humble 
man: one half of thefe painful conflifts he actu- 
ally efcapes ; the other pait falls lightly on him : 
— he provokes no man by contempt; thrufts 
himfelf forward as the mark of no man's envy 
fo that cuts off the firft fretful occafions of the 
greateft part of thefe evils ; and for thofe in which 
the.paflions of other$ would involve him,. like the 
humble (hrub in the valley, gently gives way, and 
fcarce feels the injury of thofe ftormy encounters 
which read thi^ prQud cedar,, and tear- it up by its. 
roots r • • ■ , 

If you * cor^fid^r it-, with regard to the many* 
difappointments of this life, which arife from the- 
hopes of bettering our condition, and advancing 
in the world, the reafoning is the fame.. 

What we expeft— is ever in proportion to the- 
clHmate made of ourfelves ; when pride andfelf- 
loyc have brought us in their account of this 
matter,— we find, that we ar« worthy of all ho* 
nouiSi fit for all places and employments : as our 

, • expedlauona 
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'inpeflations- rife and multiply, ib'^muft dur difap« 
pointmcnts with them ; and there needs nothing 
more, to lay the foundation of our nnhappinefs, 
and both to make and keep us miferable. And in 
truthi there is nothing fo common in life, as to fee 
thoufands, who, you- would fey, had all the rea- 
jfon in the world to be at reft, fo torn up and dif- 
quieted with forrows of this clafs, and^lo inccfl'ant- 
ly tortured with the difappointments, which theV 
pride and paffions have Created for them, that tho' - 
they appear to have all the ingredients of happi- 
nefs in their hands, they can neither compound Qr 
ufe them :— How fhould they ? the goad is ever 
in their fides, and fo hurries them on from one 
expeftation to auother, a$ to lea^v.e them, no rejBt v 
day or night. 

Humility, therefore, recommends itfelf as a fe^ 
curity againft thefe heart-aches, which tho* ridi- 
culous fonietimes in the eye of the beholder, yet 
are ferious enough to the man who fuifers them ; 
and I believe, would make no inconfiderable acv 
coufit in- a true. catalogue of the difquietudes of 
mortal man :. againft thefe, I fay. Humility is the 
beft defence. * 

He that is little 'in his own eyes, is little too in 
lis defires, and confequently moderate in his pur- 
iiit of them : like another man, he may fail in 
lis attempts, and lofe the point he aimed at, — but 
hat is all,-^be lofes not himfelf, — he lofes not' 
is happinefs and peace of mind with it, — 
ven the contentions of the humble man are mild 
id placid, lileffed charat^er i when fuch a one 
thruft back, who does not pity him i when he 
IIs^ who would not ftretch. out a hand to raife 
m up ?; 

^ ' And. 
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And here, I cannot help flopping in the midfl 
of this argument, to make a (hort obfervation^ 
which is this. When we refleft upon the cha- 
ra£ter of Humility, we are apt to think it ftandsH 
the ntoft naked and defencelefe of all virtues 
whatever, the leaft able to fupport its claims a- 
gainft the infolent antagonift who feems ready to 
bear him down, and all oppofition which fuch 
temper can make. 

Now, if we confider him as (landing alone, — 
no doubt, in fuch a cafe he will be overpowered, 
and trampled upon by his oppoferj but if we- 
confider the meek and lowly man> as he is-^ 
fenced and guarded by the love, the friendlTiip 
and wilbes of all mankind, — that the other ftantfa, 
alone, hated, difcountenanced, without one true: 
friend or hearty well-wifher on his fide $ — Ifirhen* 
this is balanced, we fl:iall have reafon to change 
our opinion, and be convinced, that the humble 
man, flrengthened with fuch an alliance, is far 
from being oyer-n>at^hed, as at firft fight he 
may appear; nay, I believe, one might venture 
to go further, and engage for that in all fuch 
cafes,, where real fortitude and true ptsrfonal cou^ 
rage were wanted, he is much mere likely 
give proof of it, and I would fooner look for it in> 
fuch a temper, than in that of his ad verfary. Pride 
may makeaman violent, but Humility will make> 
hhnfirm: and which of thetwp, do you think, 
likely to come off with honour ? he, who afts 
from the changeable rmpulfe of heated blood,, 
and follows the uncertain motions of his pride and 
fury, or the man who ftands eoot and colleft-^ 
ed in himfelf ; who governs his refentments, in* 
(lead of being governed by th^m, and on every 
— • * occafioat 
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occa(ion a^s upon the fteaidy motives of principle 
and duty. 

But this by the way; — though in truth,* it 
falls in with the main argument; for if the ob« 
.fervation is juft, - and Humility has the advantages 
where we fhould leaflexpeft them, the argument 
rifes higher in behalf of thofe which are more 
apparently, on its fide. In all. which, if the 
humble man finds, what the proud man mufl: ne- 
ver hope for in this world, — that rejl to his 
foul — ^fo does he likcwife meet with it from the 

- influence fuch a temper has upon- his condition, 
under the ^vils of his life, not as chargeable up- 
on the vices of men, but as the portion of his 
inheritance by the appointment of Gojd. For 
if J as Job fays, we are .bom to trouble f8'*the 

.fparks fly upwards, furely it is he who thinks the 
greateft of thefe troubles below his fins, and the 

;linallefl: favours above his merit, that is likely 
to fuflPer the leaft from the one,«an(l' enjoy the 
moft from the other: 'tis he who poflefles his 
foul in meeknefs, and keeps it fubje£led to all the 

Jflues of fortune, that is die far theft out of their 
reach. No-^He blames not the fun, though 

'it does not ripen his vine, nor blufters at the 
winds, though they bring him no profit. If the 
fountain of the humble man rifes not as high as 
he could wifli, he thinks, however, that it rifes as 
high as it ought, and, as the laws of nature ftill 
do their duty,, that be has no caufe to complafin 

.againft them. 

If difappointed of riches, he knows the pro- 
vidence of God is not his debtor; that though 
he has received lefs than others, yet as he thinks 
himfelf lefs than the leaft, he has reafon to be 

•thankful.. 

If 
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If the' world goes untoward with the hiimble 
man, in other refpefts, he knows a truth which i 
the proud map does, never acknowledge, and that 
is^ that jthe world was not made for bimi and 
therefore) how little fliare foever he has of its 
advantages, he fees an argument of content, 
in refle^ling how little it is, that a compound of ; 
fin, of ignorance, and frailty, has grounds to esh. \ 
pe£k* 

A foul thus turned and refigned, is carried ' 
linoothly down the ftream of providence, no . 4 
temptations in his pailage difquiet him with de-* 
fire, no dangers alarm him with fear, though opien 
to all the changes and chances of others, yet by ' 
feeing, the juftice of what happens, and humbly 
giving way to the blow, though be is fniitten,.he | 
is not fitiitten like other men^; or feels the fmart 
. which they do. ' 

Thus much for the doffarjine of humijity y let 
us now look towards the example of it. 

It is obferved by fome one, that as pride was the . 
paflion through which fin and mifery entered into 
the world, and gave our enemy the triumph o£ I 
ruinuig pur nature, that therefore the Son of God, 
who came to feek and to fave that which was loft, 
when he entered upon the work of our reftoration,, 
he began at the very point where he knew we 
had failed; and this he did, by endeavouring tc( 
bring the foul of man back to its original temper 
of Humility ^ fo that his firft publick addrefs from 
the Mount, began with a declaration of ble(r6dne& 
to the poor in fpiric, and almoil his laft exhortati- 
on in the text, was to copy the fair original he had 
fet them of this virtue, and to learn of him to U 
rn^ek andiovjily in hart. . . 
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It IS the moft tmaitfii^rable appeal that can be 

nade to the heart of man, and fo perfuafive and 
accommodated to all Chriilians, that as much 
pride as there i$ ftill in the world j it is not credible 
but that "every believer mnft receive fome tinfture^ 

of the chara£ler or bias towards it, from the exam- 
ple of fo great, and yet fo humble a Mafter, whofe 
-whole courfe of life was a particular lecture to 
this one virtue; and in every inllance of it, 
fhewed, that he came not to lhare the pride ami 

f lories of life^ or fwell the hopes of ambitious 
oUowei^, but to caft a damp upon them for everj 
hy appearing himfelf rather as a fervant than a 
^maRer,' coming, as he continually declared, not 
\o be miniftered unto, but to miniiler; and, as 
the Prophet had foretold in. that mournful 
defcription of him, to have no form, or come- 
' lin^s, nor any beauty that they fliould defire 
him. The voluntary meannefs of his birth, 
the poverty of his life, the low offices in 
' which it was engaged, in preaching the gof- 
pel to the poor, the inconveniencics which at- 
tended the execution oif' it, in having no where 
to lay his head, all fpoke the fame language; 
-^that thef God of truth fhould fubmit to the 

fufpicion of an impoRurc : his humble de- 

* portment under that, and a thoufand provocati- 
ons of a than kiefs people, ftill raifes his charac* 
tcr higV.er ; ahd what exalts it to its higheft pitch, 
the tender and pnthetick proof he gave of the 
fame difpofition, at the conclufion and great ca- 
taftrophe of his fuffering, when a life full of fo 
many inftances of humility, was crowned with 
the moil endearing one, of hutjihr:?!^ hinifelf even 
to the dfiath of the crojs ; the death of a ilave^ a 
( malefa^torj 
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malefactor, dragged to Calvary without oppdii* 
tioii) infulted without complaint. 

Blefled Jesus! how can the man who calls 
upon thy name, but learn of thee to be meek 
and lowly in heart i how can he but profit^ when 
fiich a leuon was feconded by fuch an example ? 

If humility fhines fo bright in the charafter of 
Christ, fo does it in that of his religion; the 
true fpirit of which tends all the fame way« 
Chriftianity, , when i;ightly explained and prac- , 
tifed, is all meeknefs and candour, and love and 
courtefy ; and there is no one paflTion ouf Savi-. 
ouii rebukes fo often, or with fo much fharp- 
nefs, as that one^ Which is fubveriive of thefe 
kind efFefts, and that is pride, which, in propor- 
tion as it governs us, ncceflaiily leads us on to a 
difcourteous opinion and treatment of others. I 
fay, neceffarilyy becaufe 'tis a natural confequence, 
and the progrefs from the one to the other is un- 
avoidable. 

This our Saviour often remarks in the cha- 
raider of the Pbarifees : they trufted in them-- 

felves, — 'twas no wonder then they dcfpifed o- 
thers. 

This, r believe, might principally relate to 
fpiritual pride, which, by the way, is the worft of * 
all prides ; and as it is a very "bad fpecies of a very 
bad paifion, 1 cannot do better than conclude the 
difcourfe with fome remarks upon it. 

' In moft conceits of a religious fuperiority, &ere 
has ufually gone hand in hand with it, another ' 
fancy, which, I fuppofc, has fed it — and that is, 
a periuafion of. fome more than ordinary aids and 
illuminations from above. — ^Let us examine this ^ 
matter. 

. That 
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That the influence and afliftance of Gat»V 

Spirit in a way imperceptible to us, does enable us 
to render him an acceptable fervice^ we learn 
from fcripture : — ^in what particular manner this it 
' effeded, fo that the ad (hall ftill be imputed ours 
—the fcripture fays not : we know only the ac- 
count is fo ; but as for any fenfible demonfirati* 
ons of its workings to be lelt as fuch within us— 
the word of God is utterly filent ^ nor can that 
filence be fupplied by any experience. We have 
none; unlefs you call the falfe pretences to it 
' fuch — fuggefted by an enthufiailick or diftemper-' 
ed fancy. As exprefly as we are told, apd pray 
for the infpiration of God's Spirit, there are no 
boundaries fixed, nor can any be ever marked to 
diftinguiih them from the efforts and determina- 
tions of our own reafon : and as firmly as moftr 
Chriftians believe the effefts of them upon their 
hearts, I may even venture to affirm^ that fincethe 
promiies were made, there never was a Chriftiaa 
of a cool heady and found judgment, that in any 
inftance of a change of life, would prefume to 
fay, which part of his reformation was owing to 
divine help, or which to the operations of his own 
mind, or who, upon looking back, would pre- 
tend to ftrike the line, and fay, " here it was 
that my own reflexions ended and at this 
point the fuggeftions of the Spirit of God began 
to take place. 

However backwards the world has been in for-«^ 
mer ages, in the difcOvery-of fuch points as God 
never meant us to know, we have been more fuc^ 
cefsful in our own days^ thoufands can trace out 
now the impreffions of this divine intercourfe in 
. themfelves, from the firft moment they received 
* it, and with fuQh difttnft intelligeug^ p{ its' pro*' 
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grefs and workings^ as to require no evidence of 
ks truth. - ^ 

It muft be owned, that the prefent age has not 
altogether the honour of this difcovery ; there, 
were too many grounds given to improve ob in* 
the religious' cant of the laft century; when the 
* in-comingSj w-dtveZ/ingSj and out-lettings of the Spi-i 
rit, were the fubje£ls of fo much edification ; and 
when, as they do now, the moft illiterate mecha*^ 
nicks who, as a witty divine faid of tbem, were 
much fitter to make a pulpit, • than get into one, 
were yet able to frame their nonfenfe to t^e non- * 
fenfe of^ th^ timeSf as to beget an opinion in their 
fbliowerSf not only that they prayed and preach- 
ed by infpiration, but that the moft common ac- 
tions of their lives were fet about in the Spirit of 
the LoiLD. 

The tenets of the Quakers (a harmlefs quiet 
people) are collateral defcendents from the fame 
enthufiaftick original ; and their accounts and way 
of reafoning upon their inward light and fpiritual 
worfhipy are much the fame ; which laft they car-i 
ry thus much further, as to believe the Holy Ghoft 
comes down upon their affemblies, and moves^ 
them, without regard to condition or fex, to make 
interceifions with unutterable groans^ 

So that, in faft, the opinions of Methodifts^ 
upon which I was firft entering, is but a republi- 
cation, with fome alterations of the iame extrava-^ 
gant conceits ; aiid as entbufiafm generally fpeaks 
the fame language in all ages, ^tis but too fadly 
verified in this ; for tho' we have not yet got to 
the old terms of the iii-comings and in-dwellings 
of the Spirit, yet we have arrived to die firft feel^ 
ings of its entrance, recorded with as particular 
au exaiin^s, as an a<5l of filiation, — ^fo that num-. 

. hers 
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bers will tell you the identical ^lace^ the day of 

the month, and the hour of the night, m hen the 
Spirit came in upon thcm^ and took poilclljou of 
their hearts. 

IMo-w, there is this inconvenience on onr fide, 

That there is no arguing with a frenzy of this 
kind : for unlefs a reprefentation of the cafe, be 
a confutation of its folly to themj they niuft for 
«ver be led captive by a delufion, from which no 
reafoner can redeem them : for if you ftiould in- 
quire upon what evidence fo ftrange a perfuafion 
is grounded r they will tell you, " They feel it 
is fo.** If you reply, That this is no convic* 
lion to you, who do not feel it like them, aiul 
tbereiore, would wifli to befatisfied, by what to- 
kens they are able to diftinguifh fuch emotions, 
from thofe of fancy and complexion ? they will 
anfwer. That the manner of it is incommunica-f 
ble by human language ; but 'tis a matter of faitj-j 
they feel its operations as plain and diftin£t| as 
the natural fenfations of pleafure, or the pains of 
a difordered body. And fince I have mentioned 
a difordered body, I cannot help fuggefting, that 
imongll Ch6 more ferious and deluded of this fedl, ^ 
'tis much to be doubted, whether a diforderecl 
body has not oft-times as great a fhare in letting 
in thefe conceits, as a difordered mind. 
. When a poor difconfolated drooping creature is 

terrified firom all ei joyment, ^prays without - 

ceafmg, 'till his imagination is heated, — fafts and 
mortiBes and mopes, till his body is in as bad a 
plight as his mind ; is it a wonder, that the me« 
chanical difturbances and confiifts of an empty 
belly, interpreted by an empty head, Ihould be 
miftook for workings of a diiierent kind from 
what they are? or that in fuch a fituation^ where 
/ F 2 the 
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the mmd fits upon the watch for extraordinary 
occurrences^ and the imagination is pre-engaged 

on its fide, is it ftrange if every commotion ftiould 
help to fix him in this mfilady, and make him a 
fitter fuhje£fc for the treatment of a Fhyfician than 
a X>ivine ? 

In many cafes, they feem fo much above the 
{kill of either, that unlefs God in his mercy rer 
tnikc this lying fpirit, and call it back, — it may 
go on^ and peifuade millions to their deftru^kion. 
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Vrofejftng themf elves to be nvifey they became fook*^ 



THERE & no one projeA to which the 
whole race of matiUnd is fo univerfally a 
bubble, as to that of being thought wife ; and 
the affeiStation of it is fo viiible^ in men of all 
complodims^ that you every day fee fome one 
other lb very felicitous to eftablifli the charafber^ 
as not to allow himfelf leifure to do the things 
wliich fairly win it y expending more ar.t and ftra^ 
tagem to appear fo in the eyes of the world, than 
what: would fuffice to make th^m (b in truth. 

It is owing to the force of this defire, that you 
fee in general^ there is no injury touches a man 
ig^ fenfibljy a& an infult upon his parts and capa^ 
i^ity : tell a. man of other dsfe£ts, that he want$ 
Is^iuwingi induftry or appliCAcion^ he will hear, 

yoiiK' 



Digitized by Google 



66 SERMON XXVI. 

f 

your reproof with patience.-— Nay, you may g€i^ 
further : take him in a proper feafon, you may^ 
tax his morals ; you may tell him he is irregu- 
lar in his conduft, paffionate or revengeful in his 
nature, loofe in his principles ; deliver it with* 
the gentlenefs of a friend, poffibly he'll not only 
bear with you^ but, if ingenuous, he will thank 
you for your le£lurc, and promife a reforma- 
tion \ but hint, — ^hint but at a defe£): in his in-^ 
telle£lualS|-— 'touch but that fore place,--— from that- 
moment you are looked upon as an enemy fent to 
torment him before his time, and, in return, may 
reckon upon his refentment and ill-will for ever ; 
fo that, in general^ you wiit &syi it fafer to tell a 
man that he is a knave than a fool ; and (land a 
better chance of being forgiven, for proving he: 
has been wanting in a point of common honefty,- 
than a point of common fenfe. 

Strange fouls that we are! as if to live well 
was not the greateft argument of wifdoni 
and, as if what reflected upon our morals, did 
Ml moft of all refle£i; upon oxit under Aaficfinfg^ f 

This, boFwe?er^ is a refle£Hon we make a ihift 
to overlook in the heat of this purfuff 5 and tho^ 
we aU covet this great charai^er of wifdom^ there 
is fdarce any point wherein we betray more folly 
than in out judgments concerning it ; rarely 
bringing this precious ore cither to the teft or the 
balance ; and tho' 'ti& of the kil confequenee not 
f o be ^ieceived in^ it, getiei^ly take it tBpM 
truft; fcldom fufpeft the quality, but rtever 
the quantity of what has fallen to our lot. So 
that, however inconiiftent a man ihall be in his. 
opinions of this, and what abfufd meafures- Ib^ 
ever he takes in confequenee of it, in the con-'; 
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kO duft of his life, he flill fpeaks comfort to his 

foul 9 and, like Solomon, when he had leaH; pre- 
II' tence for it, in the midft of his nonfenfe, will, 

is ^ cry out and fay, Tiat ail my wi/Ham remaimth with 
h me. 

y Where, then^ is wifdoni to be found ? and 

k vhere is the place of under ftanding ? 

• r The politicians of this world, profejftng them^ 

Jelves wife, admit of no other claims of wifdom, 
C but the knowledge of. men and bufinefs, the un- 



derftanding the interefts of ftates ^ the intrigues 
of courts ; the finding out the pailions and weak- 

nefles of foreign mlnifters ; and turning them, 
and all events, to their country's glory and adyan- 
iage- 

Not' ib the little man of this world, who 

thinks the main point of wifdom, is to take care 
of hixnfelf ; to be wife in his generation ; to 
make ufe of the opportunity whilu lie has it, of 
raifing a fortune, -and heraldizing -a name* Far 
wide is the fpeculative and ftudious man (whofe 
office is in the clouds) from fuch little ideas ^— — « 
wifdom dwells with him in finding out the fecrets 
of nature; founding the depths c^. arts and 
fcicncies \ meafuring the heavens ; telling the 
number of the ftars, and calling them all by their 
.names; fo that, when-in our bufy imaginations 
. ^ have built and unbuilt again GW/ Jlories in 
the heavensy and fancy we have found out the 
point whereon to fix the. foundations of the earth \ 
and, in die language of the book of Job, have 
fearchedout the comer-ftone thereof, we think 
our titles to wifdom built upon the fame bafis 
with thofe of our knowledge, and that they wUl 
continue for eren 

' - The 
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The miftake of thefe pretenders^ is fliewn at 
hrge hj the Apoftle, in the chapter from ttrhich 

the text is taken, Profejftfig themfchcs Wise, — 
in which exprelFion (by the way) St. Paul is 
thought to allude to the vanity of the Greeks and 
Romans^ who, being great encouFogers of arts 
and learning, which they had carried to extraor-i 
dinary heights, confidercd all other nations as Bar^ 
barianSy in refpctl: of themfelves ; and amongft 
whom, particularly the Greeks, the men of 
ftudy and inquiry, had aflumed to themfelves, 
with great indecorum^ the title of the Wife 
Men. 

With what parade and oftentation foever this 

was made out, it had the fate to be attended with 
one of the moft mortifying abatements which 
could happen to wifdom ; and that was aA igno<- 
fance of thofe points which moft concerMd matt 
to know. 

This he fhews from the general ftate of the 
Ckntile worldi in the great article of their mif- 
•coBceptions of the Deity; and, as wrong no- 
tions produce wrong aftions, of the duties and 
fervices they owed to him, aad^ in courfe^ of what 
tbqf . owed to effte Mother. 

Foir though, as he argues in the foregoing 

verfes, The inviftbU thwgs of him from the erects 
tion of the world might be clearly feen and tmdet" 
ficodj by the things that are fmde$ that is. Though 
God, by the -deareft difcovery of htmfelf, had 
CTcr laid before mankind fuch' evident proofs of 
his eternal Beitig, — his infinite powers and per- 
fedioffs^ fo that, what is to be known of his in- 
vifiUe nature^ might all along be traced by the 
marks of his goodnefs, and the vifible frame and 

order 
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der of the world t yet fo utterly were they- 
ithout cscu&> that though they knew Gcd, - 
id ikw hUn image -and fuperfcription in every 

irt of his works, yet they glorified him not. So 
id a. ufe did they make of the powers given 
.em from this great difcoverj^ that, inilead of 
loring fhe Being thus manifeued to them, in pa*« 
ty and truth, they fell into the moft grofs and 
^furd delufions: changed the glory of the incor-^ 
ipiiUe Gody into an image made like unto corruptibie 
eft 9 to birds^ to fouT'fboted heajis and creeping 
rings ;-~Profej]ing themf elves to be ivife^ they be- ' 
ime fools* All their fpecious wifdom was but a 
lore glittering kind cdF ignorance, and ended in 
le ^oft diflionourable of all miftakes, in fetting 
p fiftitious gods, to receive the tribute of their 
doration and thanks. 
The fountain of religion bein^ thus poifoned, 
o wonder the dream (hewed its efFe£ts, which 
re charged upon them in the following words, 
rhere he deicribes the heathen world as full of 
II unrighteouffiefsy fornication, covetoufnefs, ma-, 
icioufnefs, full of murder, envy, debate, ma- 
ignity, whifperers, back-biters, haters of God, 
jroud, boaflers, inventors of evil things, difobe-^ 
lient to. parents, without underftanding, with- 
)ut natural affedions, implacable, unmerciful!* > 

God in heaven defend us from fuch a cata- 

ogue ! 

But thefe dilbrders, if fairly .confidered, you'll 
ay,, have in no ages ariftn ib much from want of ** 

Ight, as a want of difpofition to follow the light 
which God has ever imparted : that the law 
tirritten in their hearts, was clear zsxd exprefs 
snough for any reafonahle creatures,, and would 

have 
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have dire<^ed them, had they not fuffered their 
pafCons more forcibly to direffc them otherwife : 
that if we are to judge from this effeft, namely, 
. the corruption of the world, the fame prejudice 
will recur even againil the Chriftian religion ; 
fince mankind have, at lead, been as wicked in 
later days, as in the more remote and (imple 
ages of the world ; and that, if we may truft 
to fa£ts, there are no vices which the Apoftle 
£xes upon the heathen world, before the preach- 
ing of the gofpel, which may not be parallelled 
by as black a catalogue of vices in the Chriftian 
world iince* 

This neceflarily brings us to an inquiry, Whe^ 
ther Chriftianity has done the world any fervice ? 
and, How far the morals of it have been made 
better fmce this fyftem has been embraced ? 
. In litigating this, one might oppofe fafts to 
h.&s to the end of the world, without coming 
one jot nearer the point. Let us fee how far 
their miftakes concerning the Deity, will throw 
tight upon the fubje£^* 

• That there was one fuprcme Being who made 

this world, and who ought to be worfliipped by 
his creatures, is the foundation of all religion, 
and fo obvious a truth in nature, that Reafon, as 
the Apoftle acknowledges, was always able to 
difcover it : and yet it feems ftrange, that the fame 
faculty which made the difcovery^ fliould be fo 
little able to keep true to its own judgment, and 
fupport it long againft the prejudices of wrong 
heads, and the propcnfity of weak ones, towards 
idolatry and a multiplicity of gods* 

For want of fomething to have gone hand in 
hand with reafon, and fixed the perfuafion for 

ever 
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ir upon their minds, that there was In truth 
t one God, the maker and fupporter of hea- • 

1 and earth, infinite in wifdoni and know- 

[ge, and all perfe3:ions 4iow foon was this 
iple idea loft, and mankind led to difpofe of 
?.{e attributes inherent in the Godhead, and di- 
le and fubdivide them again amongft deities, 
iiich their own dreams bad ^iyen fubftance to % 
•his eternal power aiid dominion parcelled out 
gods of the land, to gods of the fea, to gods 
the infernal regions •, whillt the great God of 
»ds, and Lord of Iprds, who ruleih over all 
e kingdoms of the world ; who is fo great, that 
)ught is able to controul or withlland his power, 
as fuppofed to reit contented with his allotment, 
id.to want power to afl: within fuch parts orf 
is empirei. as they difmembered and aiEgned to 
:hers ! 

I£ the number of their gods, and this pa/titioit 
F their power, would leifen the idea of their ma- 
ifly, What muft be the opinions of their origin ? 
dien, inftead of that glorious defcription, which 
:iipture gives of The Ancient of Days, who 
• inhabiteth eternity,'' they gravely aiBgned par- 
icular times and places for the births and edu- 
ation of their gods ; fo that there was fcarce a 
amlet, or even a defert, in Greece orltaly, which 
vas not rendered memorable Jby fome favour or 
iccident of this kind. 

And, what rendered fuch conceits the more ' 
jrofs and abfurd, they fuppofed not only that . 
he gods they worftiipped had a beginning, but 
:hat they were produced by fleflily parents ; and 
iccordingly, they attributed to them corporeal 

Vol* y. G fliapcs. 
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•fliapes and dIfFerence of fex: and indeed, iH 
this they were a little confiftent ; for their dei- 
•ties feemed to partake fo much of the frailties 
to which flefli and blood is fubjed^, that their 
hiftory and their pedigree were much of a piece, 
and might reafonably claim each, othen For 
they imputed to them, not only the human de- 
k&s of ignorance, want, fear, and the like, but 
the mod unmanly fenfuallties, and what would 
be a reproach to human nature, fuch as cruelty^ 
adulteries, rapes, incefts; and even in the ac-^ 
counts which we have from £he fublimeft of their 

poets what are they, but anecdotes of their 

Iquabbles amongft themfelves, their intrigues, 
their jealoulies, their ungovernable tranfports of 
cholef , — ^nay, even their thefts, their druhkennefSj 
and bloodfhed ? 

Here let us ftop a moment, and inquire, what 
was Pveafon doing all this time, to be fo mifera« 
bly infulted and abufed ? Where held fhe her em- 
pire, whilft her bulwarks were thus born down, 
and her firft principles of religion and truth lay 
buried under them ? If fhe was able by herfelf to 
regain the power (he had lolt, and put a ftop to 
this folly and confuGon, why did flie not ? If fiie 

was not able to refill this torrent alone, ^the 

point is given up — ihe wanted aid j and revela- 
tion has given it. 

But tho' reafon, you'll fay, could not over- 
throw thefc popular miila^«^^s yet it fdVv' the folly 
of them, and was at ail times able to difprove 
them. * ^ 

No doubt It was; and it is certain, too, thae 
the more (li^*--ei)t li.qun-crs ?ftcrc;ut-h, old not 
in la^ iJ' into iheic abfurd uoaons, which, by 

the 
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e way, is an obfervation more to our purpofe 
an theirs, who ufually make it, and (hews that 
o' their reafonings were good, that there always.* 
anted fomething which they could not fupply 
give them fuch weight, as would lay an obli-» 
tion upon mankind to embrace them, and make 
lat to be a law, which otherwifc was but an 
)inion without force. 

Befides,—— which is a more dire£): anfwer, 

t hough 'tis true, the ablcfl men gave no 
edit to the multiplicity, of gods — (for they had 
religion for themielves, and another ibr the po- 
ulace) yet they were guilty of what in effe£k wns 
qually bad, in holdi^ng an opinion which necel- 

irily fupported thefe very miilakcs, namely, 

hat as difierent nations had dilTerent gods^ it was 
very man's duty (I fuppofe more for quietnefs 
han principle's fake^ to worfliip the gods of his 
ountry; which, by the way, confidering their 
lumbers, was not fa ea(y a talk,— for what 
vith celeftial gods, and gods aerial, terreftriat 
md infernal, with the goddefles, their wives and 
aiiftrefles, upon the loweft computation, the hea- 
then world acknowledged no lefs than thirty 
fchoufand deities, all which claimed th^ rites and 
;-eremon{es of religious worfhip. 

But, it will be faid, allowing the bulk of 
mankind were under fuch delufions— — they 
were ftiU but fpeculative> W hat was tha t 

to their prafcice ? however defeftive in their 

theology and more abflradted points, their 

morality was no way connected with it* i 
There is p6 need, that the everlafting laws of 
juftice and mercy fhould be fetched down from 

above, fince they can be proved from more 

obvious mediums iM i " » they yrere as neceflary fpr 
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Digitized by Google 



74 



SERMON XXVI. 



the fame good purpofcs of focicty then as now ; 

and we may prefume they faw their intereft and 
purfued it. 

That the neceifities of fociety, and the im- 
poflibiHties of its fubfifling otnerwife, would 
point out the convenience, or if you will — the 
duty of focial virtues, is unqueftionable : 
but 'I firmly deny, that therefore religion and 

. morality are independent of cacfi other : they 
appear ib far from it, that I cannot conceive how 
the one, in the true and meritorious fenfc of the 
duty, can a£k without the influence of the other: 
furely the moft exalted motive which can only 
be depended upon for the uniform pradlice of vir- 
tue, — -— muft come down from above^ from 

the love and imitation of the goodnefs of that 
Being in whofe fight we wifh to render our- 
felves acceptable; this will operate at all times 

and all places in the darkeft clofet, as much 

as on the greateft and moft public theatres of the 
ftorld. ' 

But with different conceptions of the Deity, 
or fuch impure ones as they entertained, is it 
to be doubted whether, in the manj fecret trials of 
our virtue, wc fhould not determine our cafes of 
confcience with much the fame kind of cafuiftry 
as that of the Libertine in Terence, who being 
engaged, in a very unjuftifiable purfuit, and hap- 
pening to fee a pidure which reprefented a known 

' itory of Jupiter in a like tranfaftion, — argued the 
matter thus within himfelf : — If the great Jupi- 
ter could not reftrain his appetites^ and deny 
himfelf atn indulgence of this kind, ■ eg9 
Homuncioy hoc non facer em ? fhall I a mortal, — — 
an inconfiderable mortal too, cloathed with in- 
firmities of flefli and blood , - pretend to a vir- 

tUC| 
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which the father of gods and men could 
t ? What infolence I " 
The conclufion was natural enough ; arid as 

great a mafter of nature puts it into the mouth 

one of his principal chara£ters^ no doubt the - 
nguage*wa8 then underftood \ it was copied from^ 
)mmon lifCf and was not the firft application 
hich had been made of the ftory, 

it will fcarce admit of aqueftion^ Whether 
ce would not naturally grow bo^ upon the 
edit of fuch an example j or, wjiether fuch, 
npreflions did not influence the lives and morals 
f many in the heathen world: and had th^re. 
een nb other proof of it, but 4he natural tend- 
ency of fuch notions to corrupt them^ it had. 
een fufRcient reafon to believe it was fo. 

No douht^ there is fufficient room for amend-^ 
(lent in the chrlilian world,, and we may be faid 
o be a very corrupt and bad generation of men^, 
lonfidering what motives we have from the pu- 
ity of oiir religion,, and the force of its fantSlion^ 

:o make us better : --yet ftill I affirm, if thefe 

reftraintsr were taken offy the world would be in- ' 
finitely worfe : and thpugh fome fenfe of morality 
might be preferved, as it was in the heathen 
worldj. With the more confiderate of us, yet in 
general I am perfuaded, that the bulk of man- 
Eind, upon fuch a fuppofition, would foon come 
to live without God in the worlds and in a fl^ort 
time differ^ from Indians themfelves in little elfe 
but their complexions. 

If, after all, the chriftian religion has not left a 
fufficient prpvifion againft the wickednefs of the 
world, — the ihort and true anfwer is this. That 
there can be none. 

G 3 - It 
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It Is fufficient to leave us without, excufe, that 
the excellency of this inftitutio'n, in its do£lrin e, 
its precepts, and its eitamples^ has a proper ten- 
dency to make us a virtuous and a happy people ; 

every page is an addrefs to our hearts to win 
them to thofe purpofes ; — ^but as religion was not 
intended to work upon men by force and natural 
neceffity, but by moral perluafion, which fets 
good and evil before them, — fo that if men have * ' ; 
power to do the evil and chufe the good, — ^and 
will abttfe il^ — this camnot be aveided.~ReligiQii ' . 
ever implies a frccdonx of choice, and all the bcr 
ings in the world which have it, were created 
free to (land, and free to fall — and therefore men, * 
who will .not be perfuaded by this way of addrefs^ - i 
muft exped, and be contented to be reckoned 
with, according to the talent, they have received*, , 
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A DVEKTISEMENT. 

yV S the following Sermon upon Abufes of 
.JLjL Confcience, has already appeared in the 
TDody of a moral work, more read than under- 

flood, the Editor begs pardon of thofe who have 
purchafed it in that fliape, and this alfo, for 
being made to pay twice a£lually for the fame 
thing, 

— The cafe is common : but it was judged, 
tTiat feme might better like it, and others better 
underftand it, juft as it was preached, than with 
the breaks and interruptions given to the fenfe 
and argument, as it Hands there offered to the 
world. 

It was an Affize. Sennon, preached in the Ca- 
thedral Church at York, and wrote by the lame 

hand with the others in thefe four volumes ; and 
as they are probably the laft (except the fweep- 
ines of the Author's fiudy after his death) that 
v9vX be publiihed, it was thought fit to add it to 

the colledtion ^where moreover it (lands a 

chance of being read by many grave people with ' 
a much fafer confcience* 

All the Editor wifhes, is. That this may not, 
after all, be one of thofe many abufes of it fet 
{Qii\i in what he is now going to read. 
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k 

■ 

Hebrews xiii. i8» 

■ ■ ■ ^ F or *we trujl we have a good confcience. ■ 

TRUST ! -Truft we have a good Ck>n- 
fcieiice!—— Surely, you will fay, if there 
is any thing in this life which a man may depend 
upon, and to the knowledge of which he is capa- 
We of arriving upon the moft indifputable evi- 
dence, it mull be this very thing, — ^Whether he 
has a good Confcience or no. 

If a man thkiks at all, he cannot well be a 

ftranger to the true ftate of this^ account ; ^He 

muft be privy to his own thoughts and delires— 
He muft remember his pail piirfuits, and know 
certainly the true fpringfi and motives, which, 
in general> have governed the a£kions of his 
life. 

In other matters, wc may be deceived by falfe 
appearances; and, as the wife man complains, 
"Hardly do we guefs aright at the things that are" 
upon the earthy and 'with labour do we find the 

ibhigs that are before us : but . here the mind 

I has ail the, evidence and fa£ts within herfelf • 

18 confcious of the web ilie has wove : ^knows 

its texture and finenefs, and the exa£k fliare 
which every puluon has had in v/orking upon the 

, ieveral 
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fcveral defigns, which virtue or vice had planned 
before her. 

Now, — i — av«? Confcicnce is notbing elfe but the 
knowledge which the mind has within i'tfelf of 

this ; and the judgment, either of approbation 
or cenfure, which it unavoidably makes upon the 

fucceflive a£tion$ o£ our lives, ^^tis plain, you 

will fay, from the very terms of the propofition, 
whenever this inward tcftimony goes againft a 

man, and he (lands felf-accufed,- that he • 

muft neceflarily be a guilty tifan. And, on the ^ 
contrary, when the report is favourable on his 
fide, and his heart condemns him not, — that it is 
not a matter of trujlj as the aportle intimates^ 
but a' matter .of certainty and fa£k, that the 6V/- 
fciefice is goody and that the man muft be good 
alio. 

At firft fight, this may feem to be the true (late 
of the cafe ; and I make no doubt but the know-i- 
ledge of right and wron^ is fo truly impreffed up- 
on the mind of man, that,- did no fuch thing 
ever happen, as that the confcicnce of a man, 
by long habits of fm, might (as the Scripture 
amires us it may) infenfibly become hard ; and, 
like fome tender part of his body, by much 
ilrefs and continual hard ufage, lofe, by de- 
grees, that nice fenfe and perception with wliich 

God and nature endowed it ; ^Did this never 

happen : — or, was it certain that felf-lovc could 
never hang the leafl bias upon the judgment : — - 
or that the little inter efts below could raife up 
and perplex the faculties, of our upper regions^ 
and encompafs them about with clouds and thick 
darknefs : — could no fuch thing as favour and 
afie£lion enter this facred court : — did Wit 
difdain to take a bribe in it^ or was aihamed to 
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fliew its face as an advocate for an unwarrantablfe ' 
enjoyment ; ' o r^ laftly, were alTured that 

■Interest flood always uncoticerned whilft the 
caufe was hearing, and that Passion never 

.got into the judgment feat, and pronounced fen- 
tence iti the (lead of reafon, which is fuppofed al« 
ways to-prefide and determine upon the cafe :— » 
v/as this truly fo, as the obje6lion nmn: fuppofe, 
no doubt, then, the religious and moral ftate 
of g man would be exafUy what he himfelf efteem- 
cd it ; and the guilt or innocence of every man's 
life coiijd be known, in general, by no better 
meafure, than the degrees of bis own approbati- 
on or cenfure. 

I own, in one cafe, whenever a. man^s Confci- 
ence does accufe him (as it feldom errs on that 
iide)thatheis guilty j and unlefs in melancholy and 
hypochondriac cafes, we may fafely pronounce 
that there is always fufficient grounds for the ac- 
cufatioii. 

But, the converfe of the propofition will not 
hold true, — ^namelyi That wherever there is 
guilt, the Confcience muft accufe ; and, if it 
does not, that a man is therefore innocent. — This 
' is not fadl : — fo that the common confolation * 
which fome good Chriftian or other is hourly ad- 
niiiiifterin? to himfelf,~— -That he thanks God 
his mind does not mifgive him ; and that, confe- 
quently, he has a good Confcience, becaufe he 

has a quiet one As current as the inference 

is, and as infallible as the rule appears at firfl: 
fight, yet, when you look nearer to it, and try 
the truth of this rule upon plain fails, you find 
it liable to fo much error^ frgm a falfe applicati- 
on of it"; the principle on which it goes, fo of- 
ten perverted \ t he whole • force of it loft. 

Vol. V. H * and 
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iind fometimes fo ylkly caft away, that it is paiiw 
ful to produce the common examples from humaa 
life, which confirm this account. 

- A man fliall be vicious and utterly debauched 
ill his principles ; exceptiouuble in his condu£l to 
the world : fliall live fhamclefs, — in the opea 
commiffion of a fin which no reafon or pretence 
can juftify a fin, by which, contrary to all the 
workings of humanity within, he fliall ruin for 
ever the deluded partner of his guilt i — ^rob her 
of her beft dowry i — ^and not only cover her own 
head with difhonour, but involve a whole virtu* 
<nis family in fhame and forrow for her fake. " 
tJurely, — you'll think, confcience miift lead fuch 
a man z- trouble{i3me life :-~be can have no reft 
night or day fvom its reproaches. 

Alas ! Confcience had fomething elfe to do all - 
tills time than break in upon him j as Elijah re- 
proached the god Baal^ this domefiick God was ei» 
ther talking^ or furfmng^ or was in a journey^ 
cr pcradventure^ he Jleptj und could not he awoie* 
Perhaps he was gone out in company with Ho- 
nour, to fight a duel; — to payoff fome debt 

at play; or dirty annuity^ the bargain of his 

luft.'-*4^erbaps^ Confci^ce all this time waa 
engaged at home, talking aloud againft petty lar- 
ceny, and executing vengeance upon fome fuch * 
puny crimes as his fortune and rank in life fe** . ' 
cured him againft all teniptation of committing | I 
fo that he lives as merrily, — ^fleeps as ibundly in 
his bed, — and at laft, meets death with as 
jnuch unconcern, — perhaps, much more fo than 
^ much better man» 

Another is fordid, unmerciful ftrait*heart-» . 
cd, felfifh wretch, incapable either of .private 
^riendflu|)s, or publick fjpiiit. — Take notice how 
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he paflcs by the widow and orphan In their dit* 
trefs; and fees all the miferies incident to hnniart ^ 
life without a figh or a prayer. — Shall not Con- 
ilicncc rife up and rilng lum cn fuch occaficns ? 
No. — ^Thank God, there is no occaHon. * I 

* pay every man his own,— r have noiornicatiou 
.* to anfwer to my Confcience, no faithlefs vows 

* or promifes to make up, 1 have debauched na 

* man's wife or child. — rhraik Cod, I am lu c 

* as c;^er men, adulterers, unjuft, or even a;> 

* this libertine, who (lands before mc.* 

A third is crafty and defigning in his nature.— - 
View his whole life, 'tis nothing elfe bat a cun- 
ning contexture of dark arts and unequitable fub- 
terfuges, bafely to defeat the true intent of all 
lawSy' plain-d^in^, and the fafe enjoyment of - 
our fcveral properties. You will fee fuch a one^ 
forking out a frame of little defigns upon the 
ignorance and perplexities of the poor and needy 
man r--^{lia>l raife a fortune vpon the inexpc<« 
rience of a youtK , ■ - or the unfol^fling tem- 
per of his fiiend, who would have tiufled hini 
with his life. When old age comes on, and rc- ' 
pentante calls him to look back upon this black ac- 
count, and (late it over again with his Confcience ^ 

Confcience looks into the Stafntes^ at Inrge^ — 

finds perhaps no exprefs laiv broken by what he 
has done j — perceives no penalty or forfeiture 
ihcurred^fees no fcourge waving over liis head, 
—or prifon opening its gate upon him.-— What 
is there to affiight his Confcience ? — Coufcience- 
has got fafely entrenched behind ihe letter of the • 
law, fits there invulnerable, fortified with cafes 
and reports fo lirongly on all fides, — ^that *tis not- 
preaching can difpoifefs it of its hold.- 

H * Another 
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Another fVaJl want even this refuge,— -fliall 
break thro*^ alT this ceremony of flow chicane 
Icorns the donbtfuJ workings of fecret plots and 

cautious trains, to bring about his purpofe See 

the barefaced villain, how he cheats, ]ies, per-» 
jures, rol^s, murders — horrid! But, indeed much 
better was not to be expcacd in this cafe. — i he 

poor mnn w^as in the dark ! his pricfl had got 

the keeping of his Confcicnce, -and aJI he had 

let him know of it was. That he muft believe in 

tl\Q Pope \ go tomafs; crofs himklfj — - 

tell his bc:u]^. , be a good Catholick j and that 

this in a]] cpnfcience was euough to carry him ta 

heaven. What! if he perjures? Why, 

-he had a mental refervation in it. But if he 

is fo wicked and abandoned a wretch as you re- 

prcfcnt him, if he robs, or murders, wiJI not * 

Confciencc, oa every fuch ad, receive a wound 

itfelf : Av ^But the man has carried it ta 

ConfelTion, the wound digefts there, and will do, 

well enough, and in a Ihort time be quite 

tealed up by abfolution. 

O Popery! what haft thou to anfwer for? — 
when. not content with the too many natural and 
fatal ways thro' wliich the he;irt is every day thusi 

treacherous to itfelf above ail things, thau 

baft wilfully fet open tius wide gate of deceit be* 
fore the face of this unwary TVaw/fcr,— too apr,^ 

God knows, to go aftrayof himfelf ^and co.n- 

fidently fpeak^eace to his Ibul,^ when there is no 
peace. • 
. Of this the commc)n inftances, which I have 
drawn out of life, are too notorious to require 
much evidence. If any man doubts the reality of 
them, or thinks it impoilible for man to be fuch Ji 

bubble to hiuUeif, -I muft refer him a moment 

ta 
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to his refleclions, and fliall then venture to truft 
the appeal with his own heart. Let him ccnfider' 
in how diflFerent a degree of deteftation, num-- 
bers of wicked a£lions ftand t/jere^ though equal-- 

ly b;^d and vicious in their own natures he 

will ibon find, that.fuch of tbeni as ftrong inciina-- 
tionor cuftom have prompted him to commit, arc 
generally drefied out and painted with all the faMe* 
beauties which a foft and a flattering hand can give* 
tiiem ; and that the others, to which he feels no* 
propenfjty, appear, a>t once, naked and deformed, 
iuiTotmded with ail the true cireumftaiices of foUf- 
and difhorronr* 

"When David furprifed Saul ffcepin^ in the 

cave, and cut off the <kirt of his robe, wc- 

read, his heart* fmote him for what he had done. - 

But, in "the matter of Uriah, where w. 

feithful and gallant fervant, whom he ought to-- 
hare loved aiid honoured, fell to make way for. 
his lutt} where CGnJcitnce had fo. mttch>greater 
veafoR^^to take the alat ai,-r— — his heare^ote him . 
not. ■ A whole y««r hsul^almoft paiSsdIfrom the* 

firft commiffion of th^it crime to the time 

Nadran was fent to reppovt; him: j. and we r^ad^ 
not once, of the Jeafl forrow or compun£lion of 
hearty, whiefa- be teAified during all^hat time^ /or.' 

- what he had done. . - 

Thus Confeicnce, this once aWe> monitor, 

placed oil high as a juxige within us, . and in^ 
tended, by out Maker, as ar juft and eqmtable 
ene toOj—^^hy^an- JHifhippy train*' of catifes an4? 
impediments,— -Stakes often fueh imperfucl cog- • 
nizance of what pafles, does its oiEce fo ne- 
gligently, — : — fometimes fb coiniptly, that h ia^v 
not to Ix? trufted- alone : . and therefore, we find, , 

. • jtbere ie-^ aeceflity, an abfeJutc necefiTuy^ of joinw 

H 3 / i«g. 
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ing another princi{>le with it, to aid|Jf not govern. 

ks clcterminaiions. 

So that if you would form a juft judgment o£ 
what is of iniinitc importance to you not to be 
mifled in;, namely, in what degree of real merit 
you ftand, either as an honeft man, ■ an ufeful 
citizen, — a faithful fiibjecl to your king,— or a.^ 
good fervant to your God,— call in Religion 

and .Moral ITT. — Look ^What is written m 

the law of God E— How readeft thou f C on^ 
fult calm rt':ilbn, and the unchangeable obliga- 
tions of jurtice and truth, — What lay they ? 

Let Confcience determine the matter upon. 
. tbefe reports,~and then, if tiy heart, condemn ihee 
w/,—— which is the cafe the Apoftle fuppofes,t 
the rule will be infallible,- — Thou luilt have, 
uinjidence towards God; ■ ■ ■ t hat is, have juft 
grounds to believe the judgment thou haft pafb 
upon thyfelf. is the judgment of God ; and no^ 
thing elfe but an anticipation of that righteou^f 
fentcnce, which will be pronounced hereafter^ 
upon>tl)ee by that Being, before whom thou art* 
finally to give an account of thy adions*. 
* Bltffed is the many indeed then, as the- AuthofT 
of the book of Rccljftcijlicus exprefies it, ivho iTt 

not pricked tuith the multitude of his fins, ^ 

Blejfed^is the man nvhoje heart hath tiot condemned^ 
himy and. nvhf is not fallen, fr<m his in the 
LoyiL. Whttker he be richy continues he, or ivhe^^ 
ther ]je be p<^ory — if he have a good heart (a heart' 

thus guided- and informed) he fhall at all 

times rejmce in'^ a- cheerful countenance* — His mindi 
fhall tell him more than feven watchmen that ft* 
sibove upm a to^iuer on high. In the darkeft doubts.. 
it fliall conduct him fafer than a thoufand cafu— 

^ifi^aad give the.iUte he Um in a better fecurityr, 
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for his behaviour^ than aH the claufes and reftrlc- 
tions put together, which the wifdom of the le- 
giflature is forced to multiply, — forced^ I fay» as 
thiiigs (land human laws being not a matter o£ 
original choice^ but of pure neceffity, brought in 
to fence againfl the mifchievous effects of thofe: 
Confciences which are no law unto themfelves;: 
wifely intending, by the many provifions made^. 
That in all fuch corrupt or -mifguided oafesi 
•where principle and the chccks^f Gonfcience w ill 

not make us upright, to fupply their force,. 

And, by the terrors of gaols, and hakers, oblige u^ 
to it. 

To have die fear of God before our eyes 
and, in our mutual dealings with each other, tO' 
govern our actions by the eternal meafurcs o£ 
right and wrong:r-the firft of thefe will compre* 
hend the duties of religion : the fecond thoTe o£ 
morality ; which are fo infeparably connefted to- 
gether, that you cannot divide thefe two Tab/ex^. 
even in imagination, (tho' the attempt is oftea' 
made in pra^ice) without breaking and mutually; 
deftroying them.both» ; 

' Lfaid the attempt is often made ; and fo it 

is; r-there being nothing more common thaiK 

to fee a. man,, who has no fenfe at all of reli^on^, 
r-rand indeed Imls Jo muci oi honefty, s^ topre^ 
tend to none; who would yet take it as the bit- 
tereft affront, fliould you but hint at a fufpicioil 
of his moral charader, — or imagine he was not 
confcientiouily juft,.. md icrupubuft to- the uttctm 
JBioft.mite« 

Whctt. there is fome appearance tliat it is fo, 

tho' one is not willing even to fufpecl; the appear- 
ance of fo great a virtue, as moral honefly;— 
jet woe we id look, into the grounds it in the 
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prefent cafe, I am pcrfiiarled we ftiould find Httic 
reafon to envy fuch a man the honour, of his mo- 
tive* 

Let. him declaim as pompoafly as he can on the 

fiibjtft, it will he found at lail to rclt upon no 
better loundation than either his intereft, hispridcj^* 
hiseafe*, or fome fuch little and changeable paiPion,* 
as will give us but fmall dependence upon his ac— 
tion& in matters of great ftrcfs. 

Give me leave to illultnue this by an example*. 
♦ I know the banker 1 deal with, or the phyficiant 
1: ttfually «air in* tx> be neither of them men of/ 
much religion : I. hear them make a jelVof it eve- 
ry day, and treat all its fanftions with fo much- 
fcorn and contempt, as to put the matter pad 

^ubt* Well, notwithllanding this, I put my 

fortune into the hands of the one,— Hind, what is 
Nearer ftill to me, I tmft my life to the honeft 

'ftill of the other. ^Now let mc examine what 

it^ my reafon for this great confidence. — — Why, , 
i n the iiffl place, I believe that there is no • 
probabiK^y .that cither of them will employ the 
power I put into their hands, to my dihul wintag-e. . 
1 confider that honefty ferves the purpofes of this 
^fe,— I know their fuccefs in the world depends . 
mpoO'tke imme^rof their ohara£ters j^that tbey/ 
cannot hurt me without hurtingthemiy ves more, . 

But put it oiherwife, namely, .that intcreft lay 
tor once on the other fide.— 1 hat a cafe fliould ' 
lkappen> wherein the onej without flain to his re-~ 
fiutation, could feceet my. fortune, and leave me. 
naked in the world — or that the other could, 
fend me out of it, and enjoy an ellate by my 
.^teath,, without difhonour to himfelf or his art.— 

ht t^s. cafe, what hoW have I of cither of them ? 

— KeKgion^. 
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—Religion, the ftrongeft of all motives, is out of 
the qudftion.-T-Interelt, the ntxt moft poafcrful 
motive in this world, is ftrongly againft me.— I 
have nothing left to caft. into the fcale to balance 
this temptation. — I muft ly at the mercy of Ho- 
nour, — or fome fuch capricious principle. — Strait 
fcciirity I for two of my bed and moil valuable 
bleiTings^ — ^my property «nd my life. 

As therefore we can have no dependence upon 
morality without rcli<^»on — fo, cn the other 
band, there is nothing better to be expected from 
religion without morality ; nor can any man be 
fuppofed to difcharge his dtfties to God, (what-» 
ever fair appearances he may hang out that he 
docs io) if he docs not pay as confcicntious a re- 
gard tp the duties which be owes bis fellow 
creature. 

This is a point capable in itfelf of ftri^l de» 

monllration. — Neverthelefs, 'tis no rarity to#fec 
a man whofe real moral merit (lands very low, . 
Mho yet entertains the higbcft notion of him** 
lelf, in the light of a devout and a religious 
man. He (hall not only be covetous, revenge- 
ful^ implacable, — hut even wanting in points of 
comniou honcily — Yet hccauie be talks loud a^ 
^ainil the infidelity of the age, — is zealous foi^ 
fome points of religion,— goes tvirice a day to^ 
church, attends the facraments, — and aniufes ' 
hiuifclf with a few inRrumental duties of reli>«* 
gion, — flialL <:he^t his confcience into a, ji^dg-* 
ment that for this he is a-religious man,- and baa 
difchargcd faithfully his duty to God : and you 
will find, that iuch a man, tluo' Icrce of this" 
delufion, generally looks down with fpiiitual 
pride upon every other man who has lels aflec-p 

tatioi^ 
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tation of piety, tho' perhaps, tea times more 
inor?c)4ionefl:y than himlelf. 

TAu it likewife a fort evil under the fun ; and I ' 
believe there is no one miftalcen principle whkfi, 
for its time, has wrought more Icrioos mifchitfs. 
for a general proof of this, examine the hiftory 
of the Romi/b chiirch.~See what fcencs of cruel- 
ty, murders, rapines, bloodflicd, have all been 
fandified by a religion not flriclly governed by 
morality. ' 

In how many kingdoms of the world, has the 
crufading fword o£ tfaia mifguided Saint*£rrant 
fyared neither age, or. merit, or fex, or condition. 
——And, as he fought under the banners of a reli- 
gion, which fet him loofe from jullice and huma-^ • 
. Bity, — he flicwetl none,— mercilcfsly trampled up- 
on both, heard neither the cries ot the unfbrtu^ 
natc, nor pitied their diflrefles. 

If the tellimony of paft centuries in this matter 
is not fuiiicient, — confider at this inftant„ how" 
the votaries of that religion are every day think- 
ing to do fcrvice and honour to God, by aftion»^ 
which are a dillionour and fcandal to them- 
ielves. 

To be convinced of this, go with me for a 
moment into the priibns of the inquifition.— 

Behold religion with mercy and juilice chained^ 
down under her feet, — there fitting ghaflly up- 
on a black tribunal, propped up wirh racks and. 
inftmments of torment, — Hark \ — ^What a pite- 
ous groan ! — See tlie melancholy wretch who ut- 
tered it, juft brought forth to undergo the an- 
guilh of a mock trial, and endure the utmoll pains 
that a ftudied fyflem of religious cruelty has been 
able to invent. Behold this helplefs vidim deli- 
vered up to his tormentors. His body fo wafted' 

wi:h 
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^ith foixow and long confinement, you'll fee 
very nerve and mufcle as it fufFera.— Obfervc tb^ 
laft movement of thai horrid engine. — ^What con- 
vulfions it has thrown him into. — Confider the 
nature of the pofture in which he now lies 
ftretchcd. — ^W^hat exquiiite torture he endures by 
it. — ^^ris all nature can bear. — Good God ! fee 
how it keieps his weary foul hanging upon hi^ 
trembling lips, willing to take its leave, — but 
nor fuffcred to depart. Behold the unhappy wretch 
led back to his cell — dragged out of it again to 
meet the flames,— ^^tnd the infults of bis laft am* 
nies, which this principle, — this principle, that 
there can be rel.igion without moralityj has pre- 
pared for him. 

The fureft way to try the merit of any difput-r 
ed notion,-**-i8 to trace down the coniequencea 
fiich a notion has produced, and compare them 
with the fpirit of Chriftianity. — ' Fis the fhort and 
decifivc rule, which our Saviour has left fo^ 
ihefe and fuch like cafes,— and is wcNrth a thou* 
fand QiTg^ment^^By 'their fruits, fays he, ye Jhall- 
knoiv them. 

' 'i-iius religion and morality^ like faft friends 
and natural allies, can never be fet at variancie, 
without the mutual ruin and difhonour of them 

DOth ; — and whoever goes about this unfriendly 
office, is no well-willier to either, — and what- 
ever he pretends, he deceives his own heart, and, 
I feai^ hia morality as well as his religion will be 
vain. 

I will add no farther to the length of this dif- 
courfe, than by two or three fliort and indepen- 
dent rules, deducible from what has been faid. 

xy?. Whenever a man talks loudly againft reli- 
gion, always fufped that it is not his reafon, but 
X his 
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his paflions which have got the better of his 
screed.— A bad life and a good belief arc difagree- 
aSlc and troubleforte neighbours, and where they 
feparate, depend upon it, \i6 for no other caufe 
but quietnefs fake. 

2dly^ When a man thus reprefen ted, tells you 
in any particulai: inftance, that fuch a thing goes 
.againfi his confcience, — always believe he means 
exafVlv the fame thinij as when he tells vou fuch 
a thing goes againll his (lomach, — ^a prefent want 
of appetite being generally the true caufe of both* 

In a word, — truft that man in nothing, — who 
has not a good confcience in every thing. 

And in your own cafe remember this plain dif- 
tin£l:ion, a miftake in which has ruineil thou- 
fands, — ^rhat your confcience is not a law ^no/ 
^-GoD and refafon made the law, and has placed 
Confcience within you to determine, — not like an 
AJiatic Cadi^ according to the ebbs and flows of 
his own paflioas but like a Britifb judge in this 
land of liberty, who makes no new law,— but 
faithfully declares that glorious law which he finds 
already written. • ^ ^ ^ 
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HERE are two opinions which the incon- 



X iiderate are apt to take upon truft.— The • 
firil is, — vicioua life k a life of liberty, plea-* 
fare, and happy advantages.— The fecond is— • 

and which is the converfe of the firff, — that a 
religious life ii> a fervilc and mod uncomfortable 
ftate. 

The firft breach which the devil made uponf 
human innocence, was by the hetp of the firft of 

thefe fuggeftions, when he told Eve, that by eat- 
ing of the* tree of knowledge, flie fliould be as 
Goo, that is, fhe 0iould reap fome high and 
ftrange felicity from doing what was forbidden 

her. ■ B ut I need not repeat the fucccfs. Eve ' 

learned the difference between good and evil by 
her tranfgreflion, which ilie knew not before—* 
but then ihe fatally learned at the fame time, that 
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Wter ways ate ways of pleafantnefs^ and all her 

faiths are pease* < 
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fort ^ " and that evil is that, which muft neccf* 
farily be attended fooner or later with ihame and 
borrow. 

As the deceiver af mankind thus began his 
triumph over our race— — fo has he carried it-on 

ever fince by the very fame argument of delu- 
sion.— —That is, by poflefling mens minds early 
^ith great expe£tations of the prefent incomes 
4E>f fin,-~*makinig them dream oC wondrous gra« 
tificacions they are to feel, in following their ap- 
petites in a forbidden way, making them fan* 

cy, that their own grapes yield not fo delicious 
.a tafte as their neighbour's, and that they ihall 
jquench their thirft with more pleafure at his 
fountain, than at their own. This is the opi- 
nion which at firft too generally prevails — till ex- 
perience and proper feafons of reflection make us 
all at one time or other confefs — ^that our com-r 
fcllor has been (as from the beginning) an impo- 
ftor — and that inftead of fulfilling thcfe hopes of 
^ain and fweetnels in what is forbidden^that^- 
on the contrary, every unlawful enjoyment leads 
only to bittemeff and lofs« 

The fecond opinion, or, That a religious life 
is a fervile and uncomfortable ftate, has proved 
^ AO lefs fatal and capital falfe principle in the 

conduA of unexpericnce through life, the 

foundation of which miftake'arifing chiefly from, 
this previous wrong judgment — that true happi- 
nefs and freedom lies in a man's always follow- 
ing his own "humour-^hat to live by moderate 
:^id prefcribed rules, i& to live without joy-~that 
not to profecute our pailions, is to be cowards— 
and to forego every thing for the tedious dillance 
qjf %^fu|urelifc. • 
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Was It true, that a virtuous man could have no 
pleafure, but what fliould arife from that remote 
profpeft^'^— -I own, we are -by nature fo goaded 
cm by the defire of prefent happinefs, that, was 
that the cafe, thoufands would faint under the 
difcouragement of fo remote an expeftation. — 
But, in the mean time, the fcriptures give us a 
very different profped: of this matter^ — There 
we are told, that the fervicc of God is true li-: 
berty — that the yoke of Chriftianity is eafy, in 
comparifon of that yoke which muft be brought 
upon lis by any other fyftem of livingy-^aiid 
the text tdls of wiidom-— by which is meant 
Religion, that it has pleafantnefs in its way, as 
■well as glory in its end — that it will biing u> 
peace and joy, fuch as the world cannot give.-^ 
So that upon examining the truth of this affer* 
tion, infe lhall be fet right in this error, by feeing _ 
that a religious man's happinefs does not Hand at 
fo tedious a diftancc — but is fo prefent, and, in- 
deed, fo infeparable from him^ as to be felt and- 
tailed every hour — and of this even the vicious* 
can hardly be tnfenfible, from what he may per** 
celve to fpring up in his mind, from any cafual 
aft of virtue. And tho' it is a pleafurc that pro* 
perly belongs to the good — yet let any one try 
the experinrent, and he will fee what is meant* 
by that moral delight, arifing from the con- 
fcience of well-doing, — Let him but rcfrcfli the 
bowels of the needy — let him comfort the bro« 
ken-hearted--*K>r Cneck an appetite— ^r over*, 
come a temptation-— or receive an affront with * 
temper and mcekncfs — and he fliall find the tacit 
praife of what he has done, darting through his 
mind, accompanied with a fincere pleafure — 

4e(^ifi^ence playing die monitOT even to die loofe 

' - and, 
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wit of maiij to frame any other propoialsy 
which, upon all accounts, would be more ad- 
vantageous to our own intercfts, than thofe very 
•conditions to which are obliged by the rules 
of religion and virtue. And in this does the 
reafonableneis of Cbriftianity, and the beauty 
and wifdom of providence appear moft eminently 
towards mankind, in gx)verning us by fuch laws, 
as do jnoft apparently tend to make us hap« 
py^-^and, in a word, in making that (in his 
mercy) to be our duty, which in his wifdom he 
knows to be our interell, — that is to fay, what is 
moft conducive to the eafe and comfort of our 
mind,— the health and ftrength of our body,— 
thie honour and profperity of our ftate and con* 
• dition,— the friendfhip and good-will of our fel- 
low-creatures ^ — to the attainment of all which, 
no more efle£lual means can pofiibly be m^e 
ufe of, than that plain dire&ion,— to lead an 
uncoirupted life, and to do the thing which, is 
right, to ufe no deceit in our tongue, nor do evil 
to our neighbour. 

. For the better imprinting of which truth in 
yom memories, give .m^ leave to offer a few 
things to your coniideration. 

The firfl is, — that juftice and honefty contri- 
bute very much towards all the faculties of the 
mind : I mean, that it clears up the underftand- 
ing from that mift, which dark and crooked de- 
Cgns are apt to raife in it, — and that it keeps 
up a regularity in the affeftions, by fufFering no 
lufts or ly^ends to diforder them. That it like-, 
wile preferves the mind from all. damps of 
grief and melancholy, which arc the fure con- 
fequences of unjuft aftions ; and that by fuch an 
improvement of the faculties^ it makes a man fo 

much. 
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much the abler to difcern, and fo much the more 
cheerful^ a£Uye and diligent to mind bis bufinefti 
•**-Light 18 fbwn for the righteous, fays the pro- 
phet, and gladnefs for the upright in heart. — 4 
Secondly, let it be obfervcd, — ^that in the con- 
tinuance and courfe of a virtuous man's affairs^ 
there is little probability of his falling into confi-* 
derable dilappointments or calamitic^-i •, — not only 
becaufe guarded by the providence of God, but 
that honeily is ip its own nature the freeft from 
danger. 

: Firft, becaufe fuch a one lays no projefts,' 
which it is the intcrefl of another to blaft, and 
therefore needs no indireft methods or deceitful 
pradice^ to fecure bis intereft, by undermining 
others.-^The patbs of rirtue are plain and llrait, 
fo that the blind, perfons of the meaneft capaci* 

ty, fhall not err. Didionefty requires fkill to 

condu^l it, and as great art to conceal — what 'tis 
every one^e intereft to dete£k. And I think I 
need not reimnd you, how oft it happens in at- * 
tempts of this kind — where worldly men, in 
hade to be rich, have over-run the only means 
to it,-a-and for want of kying their contrivances 
with proper cunning, or nianaging tbem* with 
proper fecrecy and advantage, have loft for ever, 
what they might have certainly fecured by ho- 
nefty and plain-dealing. — The general caufes of 
the di&ppointments in their bufinefs, or of un« 
happinefs in their lives, lying but too manifeftl^ 
in their own diforderly palFions, which, by at* 
tempting to carry them a Ihortcr way to riches, 
and honour, difappoint them of both for ever, and 
make plain, their ruin is from themfelves, and that . 
they eat the fruits, which their owrv hands have 
watered and ripened. 

Confider, . 
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Co&ikkr, in the third place, that as the relii- 
gious and moral man, (one of which he cannot 
*withoiit the other) not only takes the fureft 
courfe for fuccefs in his affairs, but is difpofed to 
procure a help which never enters into the 
thoughts of a wicked oae: for being confcious of 
upright iatentionsy he ean look towards heaven, 
-and with fome aSuranee . recommend his afiaics 
to God's blelTing and Jireftion : — whereas the 
fraudulent and diflioneft man, dares not call for 
God's bleiTmg yxpon his defigns, — or if he does, 
he knows it is in vain to expe£b it. Now, a man 
who believes that he has God on his fide, afts 
■with another fort of life and courage, than he 
who knows he (lands alone ;-^4ike £fau, with 
his hand againft every man, and every man's hand 
againft his» 

The eyes of the Lord arc upon the righteous, 
and his cars are open to their cry,- — but the face 
of the Lord Js againft them that do evil. 
' CoAfider, in the fourth place, that in all good 
governments who underftand their own intereft, 
the upright and hontft man (lands much fairer 
for preferment, <^nd much more likely to be em- 
ployed in all things when fidelity is wanted 
for all men, however the cafe ftands with them- 
fclves, they love at leaft to find honefly in thofe 
they truft ; nor is there any ufage we more 
hardly digeft, than that of betng outwitted and 
decdved.—- This is fo true an obiisrvntion, that 
the greateft knaves have no other way to get into 
bufmefs, but by counterfeiting honefty, and pre- 
tending to be what they arc not ; and when the 
impofture is difcovered, as it is a thoufand to one 
but it will, I have }tift (aid, what muft be the cer- 
tain confcquepce :-;^pr when fuch a one fiills,~ 

be 
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he has none to help him^ — io he feldom rifes a* 
gain. — 

This brings us' to a fifth pardcolar^ m yindica* 
tion of the text,-— That a virtuous man has this 

ftrong advantage on his fide (the reverfe of the 
laft) that the more and the limger he is known^ 
fa much the better is he loyed^-ib much the 
more trufted,«-^ that his reputation and bis for* 
tune have a gradual intreafe — and if calamities 
or crofs accidents fhould bear him down, — (as no 
one (lands out of their reach in this world) — if he 
ihotild fally who would not pity his diftreiS|-* 
who would not ftretch forth his hand to raife Kim 
from the ground ! — wherever there was virtue, he 
might expeft to meet a friend and brother. And 
this is not merely fpeculaticm, but fa£l, confirm- 
ed by numberleis examples in life, of n!ien fall- 
ing into misfortunes, whofe charafter and tried 
probity have raifed them helps, and bore them up^ 
when every other beJp has forfook them* 

Laftly, to fum up the account of the tempo- 
ral advantages which probity has on its fide,-^let 
us not forget that greateft of all happinefs, which 
the text refers to^ — in the expreihon of all its 
•paths being peaces—peace and content of mind^ 
arifing from the con&ioufneis of virtue, which is 
the true and only foundation of all earthly fatif- 
faftion ; and where that is wanting, whatever 
other enjoyments you beitow upon a wicked . 
man, they will asfoon add a cubit to his ftature, 
as to bis happine(s.~In the midft of thehigheft 
entertainments, — this, like the hand-writing up- 
on the wall, will be enough to fpoil and difrelifh 
the feaftj — but much more fo^ when the tumult 
and hurry of delight is over,— *when aU is ftill and 
£lent| — ^when the finuer has nothing to do but al»- 

tend 
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tend its laflies and remorfes ; — ^and this, in fpite 
of all the common arts of diverfion, will be often 

the cafe of every wicked man ; — for we cannot 
live always upon the flretch j — our facilities will • 
not bear conftant pleafuie any more than conilant 
paiii 5 — there will be fomfe racancies ; and when 
there are, they will be fure to be filled with un- - 
comfortable thoughts and black refieftions. — So 
that, fctting afide the great after-reckoning, the 
pleafures of the wicked are over-bou^ht^ even in 
this world.— 

I conclude wfth one obfenration upon die whole 

of this argument, which is this — 

Notwichftanding the great force with which it 
, has been often urged by good writers, — there arc 
many cafes which it may not reach,— wherein vi«* 
cious men may feem to enjoy their portion of this 

life, and live as happy, and fall into as few 

troubles as other men : — and therefore, it is pru^ 
dent not to lay more ftrefs upon this argument, 
than it will bear : — ^but always remember to call , 
in to our aid, that great and more unanfwerablc 
argument, which will anfwer the molt doubt- 
ful cafes which can be ftated, — and that is, cer- 
tainty of a future life, which Chriftianity * 
brought to light. However men may differ in 
their opinions of the ufefulnefs of virtue for our 
.prcfenl purpofes, — no one was ever fo abfurd, asr 
to deny it Served our beft and laft intereft,— 

* when the little iriterefts of this Ufe were at an ' 
end : — upon which confideration we fhould always 
lay the great weight which it is fitted to bear, as 
the ftrongeft appeal, and moft unchangeable mo- 
tive that can govern our anions at all time's. 
However, as every good argument on the fide of 
religion, (hould in proper times be made ufe of, 

• Vol. V. K —it- 
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—it IS fit fomctimes to examine this, — by proving 
virtue is not even deftitute of a prefent reward,-?— 
but carries In her hand a fufficient recompence 
for all the felf-denials (he may occafion : — 4he is 
pleafant in the way,— ^ well as in the end ; — her 
ways being ways of pleafantnefs, and all her paths 
peace*~fiut it is her greateft and moft diftinguifli'- 
ed glory9— that 0ie befriends us hereafter, and 
brings us peace at the laft ^nd this is a portioa 
fhe can never be difinherited of, — ^which may 
God of his mercy gimxt us all, for the fake of 
Jesus Ch&ist« 
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B H I L I P p I A J< ? iiir icu iff Part*a 



Jpor onr canver^aiion U in ieavin^ * 



TH£S£ words are tke conclufiw of the ae»^ 
count which St. Paul renders of himfelf,.. 
to juftify that particular part of his condu£l and. 

proceedingi — ^his leaviog. fg ftrugeljb. and de-^ 
ierting hUJewUh rites ^md ceremorxiesj to^whidi " 
he was kmwii.to Iia?e.b«eii formciij^ wu^^aH 

tached, and in defence of whidl he had been (b 
ivarmly and fo remarkably engaged*. This, a^ 
it had beea matter of provocation againft him 
amon^ft his own countrymen the h^^, (9 was it 
no ku sin oocafion of fivprife to the Gentilte v~ 
that a perfon of his great charafter, intereft md-^ 

reputation, one who was defccndtd from 

tT'ibeof JbQritelt. deeply ikilkd io the piofeirionsy. 
und zealous in the- oi/rrvMti^es iif ^uitejl fe^^ 
thai retighu ; who nad their tenets inftUled in*- 
to him from his tender years, under the inflitu-* 
tion of the ableft mafteraj — a Pharifee himfelf,, 
, wm^hc fan of a Pharifee, and brought up at thtf 
|ie«jt of Gamaliel^— one that was fo deeply tnte*- 

^ i; reftcd,. 



Digitized by Google 



»i2 SERMON XXIX. 

rcfted, and an acceflbry in the perfecution of an^ 
•ther religion, juft then newly come up 5 — ^ reli- ' 

Sion to which bis whole fe^ as well as himfelf, 
ad been always the Uttered and moft inveterate- 
^enemies, and were conflantly upbraided as fuclr, 
by the firlt founder of it; — that a perfon lo befet„ 
and hem'd in with interefts and prejudices cm all 
lidesy fb€uldf after all, turn profelyte to the verf 
religion he had hated ^ — a religion too, under thor 
^ moil univerfal contempt of irny then in the world,.. 
— the chiefs and leaders of it men of the loweft* 
birth and education,* withoot any adyantages ol^^ 
parts or kaming^. or other endowments* to recom- 
mend them : that he fhould quit and abandoir 
all his former privileges, to become merely a fel— 

low-labourer with thefe, ^that he fhould give 

itfp tte. reputation he had acquired amongft hi6 
brethren, by die ftudy and laboulrs.of a whole 

life ; — that he fliould give up his friendis, h\i 

relations and familjf, from whom he eftrange4 * 
and baiiiibed. himfelf for life s<-*-~<this was a»t ^ 
event for very e3itraopdthary,-»fo odd and u)iac<« . 
eountable,— *— that it might well confound the: • 
mnids of men to anfwer for it.— It was not ta^ 
be «Gcouured- for upon the common rules andf 
. meafures of proceefding in bunian life» ■ ■ - 
' The apofflci therefore, finee-no one elfe could* 
{a well do it for him, comes, in tbisrch^ter, to* 
give an explanation why he had thus^ forfaken fo 
many worldly advantages, — which was owing to» 
a-greatep and'inore unconquerable affe^on to si 
. better and more v^uable intereft , ■ 't kat in the: 
' poor perfecuted faith, which he had once re- 
proached and deftroyed, he had now found: 

^i£h»^ f uludd, of divine ]^race^fttcb uufathom*- 
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able deptbs of G o d's infinite mercy, and love^ 
towards mankind^ that he could think nothing 
'too much to part witb^ in onder tahts embracing 

Chriftianity nay, he accounted all things but 

Jois, that is, lefs than nothing, for the excel* 

fcncy of the Tcnowlcdge of. Jesus Christ. 
' Tbe apoftlci after this ^qpology for himfdf,— • 
proceeds, in the feoond verfe before the text, to 
give a very different reprefentation of the worldly 
views andienfual principles of other pretending 

teachers, — ^^ho-had fet themfelres up- as an 

txample for men ta walk by, againft whom he 
renews this caution For many walk, of 

whom I have told you often, and now tell you^ 
even weeping, that they are- the enemies to the 
erofs of GHRisT^-^whofe end is deftru^ion,-~ 
whofe god is their beily, and whofe gloiy 19 

their fhame, who mind earthly things fpuvvltf 

— -reliih th^m, making them the onlyobjeft of 

' dieir wiihes, -taking ahn at nothing better^ 

and nodiing higher.—- --^iit Mir converfationf 
fays he in tire text, is in heaven.*— We Chnftiansi 
who have embraced a perfecuted faith, are go- 
verned by other. couiideratiDns, — have greater and 

, "^nobler views; — here we cenfider purfelves only a8< 
pilgrims and ftrangers^-^Oiir home is in another 
country, where we are contindally tending; there 
eur hearts and afFetlions are placed; and when 
the few days of our pilgrimage ihall be over, there 
ftall we Pttum,. where a quiet habitation and a 
perpetujal reft is defigned and prepared for us for 
ever. Our convcriation is in heaven, from whence, 
fays he, we alfo look for the Saviour, the Lord jc- 
. fas Chrid, who (hall change our vile body, that 
it may be fafliioned like unto his glorious bodji^ 
4tccording to the woi king whereby he is* able to 

fubdue 
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fubdue all things unto him. — It is obfervable, thal^ 
St. Peter repreicmts che ftate of CbniUans, under 
^ fiitte HMge, of ilraagers on eartb^ wb^fe ckf 
«ttd proper boaie is beaven : « ■ makes ub of 
that relation of citizens of heaven, as a ftrong' 
argument for a pure and holy life, — bcfeeching 
theiu«A( pilgrims and Ar^gcr& icre^ as m^wbole 
Bnterefts and conoe^oiiii are. of fhor(.a daiCi. 
and lb* trifling a. nature,-*^ abftaiti fvom Mhlf 
lufts, which war againft the foul, that ia, unfit 
it for its heavenly country, and give it a difrelii\v 
to the enjoyment of that jmt wd ipiritiiaUzed' 
kappinefr^ of which that region muft confiflt^ 
Trherecn there (hall in no .wtfe enter any things* 
that defileth, neither whatfoever worketh abo^r^ 

itoiuation. -The apoltle tells us, that with^^ 

#ut holinefs). no man (hall fee God ; — by which. , 
IK> doubTy. he imeana, that a viituoiiS'life iatfae only/ 
medium of happinefs and terms of falv^tion,— 
which can only give us admiflion into heaven.'^-* 
But feme of our divines carry affertiou furtber»> 
tliat viriiQUt boiinefsy-^without. fcmie previoitt: 
fimilitiidet wrought in the feeulties of the mind,, 
ccrre^onding with the nature of the purcft of 
beings, who is to be the obje£i. of our fruition * 
hereafter that it is not morallv oniy^ bu^^ 
phyfically impoffibte for it to be oappy^-p-^and 
that an impure and polluted foul; is «ot only tt»»- 
worthy of fu pure a piclence as the Spirit of God,, 
but even incapabk of cnjoykg it^ ceuld it' ba ad^ 
. mittcd. 

And hercj. not to* feign a long hypot^cfia^aa. 

fome have done, of a finner'^ being admitted in to 
heaven, with a particular defcription of his con*^ , 

dskion. and. bdi^^iour thee^r^ve need asdj con^^ 
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fider, tliat the fupreme good^ like any other goody 
19 of a relative nature, and confequently the en-*' 

joymcnt of it muft require fome qualification in ' 
tht faculty, as well as the enjoyment of any other' 
good does; there muft be fomething ante- 
cedent in the diipofition and temper, vhich will' 
wfnder that 'good a good to that individual, 
Gthcrwife though (it is tfue) it may be poflefledj^ 
•—yet it never cap be enjoyed. 

Preach to a voluptuous epicure, who knowr 
of no other happinefs in tbi$ wcM^ld, but what.; 
arifes from good eating and drinking ; ■ f ndi z 
one, in the apoftle's language, whofe god was 
his bel!y; — preach to him of the abftrafiions of 
the foul, tell of its flights, ftad brifker motion iir 
the pure regions ^f tmmenfity ; — reprcfcnt to hint 
that faints and angels eat not, — but that the fpirit. 
of a man lives for ever upon wifdom and holinefs, 
^nd heavenly contemplations :-r— why, the only 
eSteOc would be, that the fat glutton t#Ottld ftarr 
a while tkpon the fnreadier; and in a few minuter 

fall fail afleep. — No; if you would catch his at- 
tention, and make him take in your d'fcourfe 
greedily,— you muft preach to him out of th*f 
yilcofan, — talK of the raptures of fenfual enjov- 
ments, and of the pleafures of the perpetual feau* 
ing which Mahomet has defcribed ; — there yoit 
touch upon a note which awakens and finks into 
the inmoft recefToeof hie foul$-— HMrithout wht<^b> 
difcourfe as wifely and abil:ra£ledly as you will of 
heaven, your reprefentatJons of it, however glo- 
rious and exalted, will pafs like the fongs of me-* 
lody, over an ear incapable of difeeraing the di« 
ftin£kion of founds.—— 
• We Ifee, even in the common ititereourfes of 
fociety, — how tedious it is to be in the company 

• . of 
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* of a perfon whofc humour is difag^reeable to onf 
own, though perhaps in all other refpe<^ q£ tb^ 
gresiteil worth and eaeogUeocy ^ > H ow thm . 
can we imagine, that an iU-difpdfed fonl, wbofe 
converfaiion never reached to heaven, but whofc 
appetites and defires, to the laft hour, have gro-, 
\elled upon this unclean fpot of earth; — how caa 
vrc imagine it fiioiild hereafter take pleafure in 
GoD^ or be able to tafte joy or fatisfadion from 
his prefence, who is fo infinitely pure,^ that he 
even putteih no truft in his faints,— -—nor are the^ 
heavens theia£elves (as Job fays) clean in bia* 
fight ^•^The confideration of tbia baa led ibnoi 
writers fo far, as to fay, with fome degree of ir- 
reverence in the expreffion, — that it was not in 
^ power of Gop to make a wicked man hapw 

S„ if tbe CmU waaiepaiaiDA itw tke borffj, wit^ 
its viciow Iiabil8 and ittclinationa vnrefemv^ 

ed;-^which thought, a very able divine in our 
church has purfued fo far,, a6 to declare his bo^ 
lief,r-<bat could the ba^picft manfiott in heavcti^ 
be fuppofed to be aUotted to a grofs and pdlnieA 
fyirit, it would be fo far from being happy in ir,. 
that it would do penance there to all eternity:— 
by which he me^t, it would ear^y fuch appetitea* 
along with it, for which there eovtd be found m^t 
fuitMle obje^b* A fufficient canfe for conflan^^ 
torment;— —for thofe that it found thete, would 
be fo difproportionedf that they would rather 
vex and upbraid it^ than fatisfy its wants. 
Thia,, it ,ia4nie» ia .mere ^)eettlatioii» — uni what 
concerns ua not to Know ;~it being eneugK for 
our purpofe, that fuch an experiment is never 
likely to be tried^-— that we fUnd upon difierenti 
terms wiib God ^-~^tbat a virtuous life is the v 
ibttiMlati^ af all ow bapp iiid($]f--tbat aa Go Or 

has.^ 
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lias no pleaftire in wickednefs, neither ihall anjr 
dwell with him ; a nd.thaty if we expe^ 
liappihcfs to be in hcaven^-i— we muft nave 
our convedation in heaven, whilft upon earth, — 
aiake it the frequent fubjeci; our thoughts and 
meditatioii8»-^-~-Iet every ftep we take tend that 
^y,«...»i^ery zGdon of otir lives be cohdafted hf 
that great mark of the prize of our high-calling, 
forgetting thofe things which are behind; — for- 
getting this world,-—— difengaging our thoughts 
and ^Sc&i<ms from it) and thereby transforming 
liiem to the likenefe of what we hope to be here* 
after. How can we expeci the inheritance of the 
faints of light, upon other terms than what they 
d&emfelves obtained it.? 

. Can thatt body expe£^ to rife and ihine in glory, 
that is a flave to luft, or dies in the fiery purfuit 
of an impure defire? Can that heart ever become 
the Itghtfome feat of peace and joy, that burns hot 
as an oven with anger, rage, envy, luft and (Irife, 
full of wicked imtfginktions, fet only to devife mA 

entertain evil i 

Can that flefh appear in the laft day, and in- 
herit the kingdom of heaven in the glorified 
Hrength of perpetual yontbj that is now clearly 
confnmed in intemperance,— (inks in the Turfeit 

of continual drunkennefs and gluttony, and then 
tumbles into the grave, and almoft pollutes the 
ground that is under it ? C an we reafonably 
f uppofe, that 4iead ihall ever wear or become th6 
crown of rightcoufnefs and peace, in which dwells 
nothing but craft and avarice, deceit and fraud, 
and treachery,— which is always plodding upon 

"^rldly defigns, nicked widi ambition, rent 

4ifttnder with difcord,— ever^ddighting in mifchief 
to others, and unjuft advantages to iticlf?— Shall 

tl^a^ 
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ihat tongue, which- is the glory of a man when 
rightly directed— be ever fct to God's heavenly 
praifes, and warble forth the harmonies of the 
bleiTed, that is now full of curfine and bitternefs^ 
]>ackbiting and flander, under which is ungodh* 
.jiefs and vanity, and the poifon of alps? 
, Can it enter into our hearts even to hope, that 
thofe hands can ever receive the reward of righ- 
teoufnefs^ that are full of bloody laden with the 
vages of iniquity, of theft, rapine, violertce, ex- 
tortion, or other unlawful gain ? or that thofe 
feet fliall ever be beautiful upon the mountains of 
jight and joy, that were never fliod for the pre- * 
paration of the gofpel,— -that have run quite 
out of the way of God*s word, — — and made 

hafte only to do evil ? No, furely. In this 

fenfe, — he that is unjuft, let him be unjuft dill, — 
and he which is filthy, let him be filthy flill. . 

How inconfiftent the whole body of fin is, 
with the glories of the celeftial body that fhall be. 

revealed hereafter, and that in proportion as 

we fix the re^refqutation of thefe glories upon our ^ 
minds^ and in the more numerous particulars we ' 
do it, the ftronger the neceflity as well as per- 
fuafion to deny ourfelvcs* all ungodlinefs and 
.worldly lulls, to live fobcrly, righteoufly and 
s godly m this prefent world, as the only way to 
intitle us to that bleiiednefs fpoken of in the Re- 
velations— —of thofe who do his command- 
ments, and have a right to the tree of life, and 
,fhall enter into the gates of the city oi the Jiv- 
ing Gon, the heavenly Jerufalem, and to, an 
innumerable company of angels ; to the general 
aflembly and church of the firft-born, that are 
written in heaven, and to G o D the judge of 
ailj and to the fpirits of jull men made peifeft, 
1 • ' —who 



Digitized by Goo 



* 



■ ' SERMON XXIX. ii9 

—who have wafhed their robes, and made them 
white in the blood of the Lamb* » 

Maf God gire us grace to lt?e under the per- 
petual influence of this erpedation,— — that, by 
-the habitual impreffion of thefe gU^fies upon ouf 
imaginations^ and the frequent fending forth our 
thoughts^ and emplo^ning them on the other worId» 
w e may difentangle them from this,— ^d 
by fo having our converfation in heaven whilfl we 
are here, we may be thought fit inhabitants for 

it hereafter ; that when GoP| at the laft day, 

fliall come with thoufands and ten thouiahds of 
his faints, to judge the world) we may enter 
with them into happinefs, and with angels and 
archangels, and all the company of heaven, wc 
may praife and magnify his glorious name^ and 
enjoy his prefence for ever. Amen. ^ 

4 • 
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2 Peter hi, ii. - 

Seeing jben^ that all thcfe things Jhall he dijfolved^ 

nvhiU manner of pfrfrns ought ye to h in 

all My cofiverfation and godiinefsf looking and: 
befiening unto the coming of God. 



THE fubjeft upon which St. Peter is dif- 
courfing in this chapter^, is rhe certainty of 
Chrift's coming to judge the world ■ and the 
words of the text are the moral application he 
draws from the reprefentation he gives of it, — ^in 
which, in anfwer to ihc cavils of the fcoffers in 
the later days, concerning the delay of his co* 
n&a^i he tella them^ that. Goo x$ not flack con« 
cemmg his promifes^ aa fbme men count fl4ck« 
' nefs, but is long-fuftering to us-ward ; * that 
the day of the Lord ivill come as a thief in tbt 
nighty in which the heavens fball pafs away with a 

freat noife^ and the elements Jhall melt with fervent- 
eatf tide earth alfo^ and the nmrks that are there^ 
in Jhali be burnt up, — ■ ■ Seeing then, fays he, 
all thefc things (hall be diOblved, what manner 
of peribns ought ye to be in all holy converfa-^ 
' tion and godiinefs ? ■■ T he inference 13 nnavoid*. 
able, at leaft in theory, however it fails in prac^ 
tice I ■ h ow widely thefe two differ, 1 intend. 

L 3 to. 
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to make the fubjeft of this difcourfe; and tW 
it is a melancholy comparifon, to confulcr, what 
manner of perfons wc really are/' with " what 
V manner of pcrfons we ouglt to be,** yet, as 
knowledge of the one, is at leall one Ilep towards 

.the improvement in the other, — the parallel will 
not be thought to want its ufe. 

Give me leave, therefore, in the firft place^ to 
recal to your obfervations, what kind of world it 
IS we live in^ and whiit manner of perfons we 

» really are. 

Secondly, and in oppofition to this, I fhall 
make ufe of the apoftle's argument, and, from a 

brief reprcfentation of the Chriftian religion, and 
the obligations it lays upon us, flicw, what man- 
ner of perfons we ought to be in all holy convert 
iation and godlihefs, looking for, and hailening 
linto the coming of the day of God. 

Whoever takes a view of the world, will, I 
fear, be able to difcern but very faint marks of 
this charafter, either upon the looks or a£Uons of 
its . inhabitants. Of all the ends and purfutts. 
we are looking for, and haftening unto, this 
would be the lead fufpected ; for, without run- 

' uing intp that old declamatory cant upon the 
wickednefs of the age, we may fay, within the 
htounds of truth, that there is as little influence 
from this principle which the apoftle lays ftrefs 
on, and as little fenfe of religion, as fmall a fliare 
of virtue (at leaft as little of the appearance of it) 
as can be fuppofed to exift at all, in a country 
where it is countenanced by the ftate* The de« 
gcneracy of the times has been the common 
complaint of many ages : how much we ex- 

. ceed our forefathers in this, is known alon^ to 
i&sX God who trieth^ the hearts^ But this we 

may 
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xnay be allowed to mge in their favour^ .they Ilur 
died at lead to p^dffrve the appearance of virtue { 
publick vice was branded with publick infamy, 

and obliged to hide its head in privacy and re- 
. tirement. The fervice of God was regularly at- 
tended, and religion not expoiied to the reproaches 
of the {corner. 

How the cafe ftands with us at prefent, in each 
of thefe particulars, it is grievous to report, .and, 
perhaps, unacceptable to religion herfelf j yet, as 
this is a feafon wherein it is fit we ihould be told • 
of our faultSy let us for a moment impartially 
confider the articles of this cliarge. 

And firft, concerning the great article of reli- 
gion^ and the influence it has at prefent upon the 
lives and behaviour of the prelcnt times ; ■ ^ 
concerning which I have faid", that if we are to 
truft appearances, there is as little as can well be 
,fuppofed to exifl at all in a Chriitian couniry* 

Here I ihall fpare exclamations, and, avoiding 
all common-place railing upon the ful^ed^ coh- 
.fine myfclf to fa£ls, fuch as every one who looks 
out into the world, and makes any obfcrvations ^t 
* all, will vouch for me. 

Now, whatever are the degrees of real religion 
r amongft us, whatev'cr they ztcf the appearances 
are ftrong againft the charitable fide of the que- 
ftion. • • • 

If religion is any where to be found, one 
would think it would be amongft thofc of the 
higher rank in life, whde education and op- , 
.portunities of knowing its great importance, 
fliould have brought them over to its intered, 
and rendered tbem as firm in the defence of 
it, as eminent in its example.——* — ^But if you 
examine the. fztk, you will almoft find it a 

' ' tell ^ 
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teft of ft politer educatuMit and mark of more 
filming parts, to ka^w nollitiigy and ind^ed^ 
care nothing at all about it or, if the fubje£t 
happens to engage the attention of a few of the ' 
more.fprightly wits, that it fenres no other pur*- 
pefe,. but that of being made meny at, and of 
being rcfenred, as a ftanding jeft to enliTcn dil«- 
couife, when converfation fickens upon their 
bands. 

This is too fore an e^ not to be obferved 
amongft peribns of all ageS| in what is eaUed^ 
higher life; and ib early does the contempt of 

this great concern begin to fhew itfelf that it - 

is no uncommon thing to hear perfons disput- 
ing againft religioiau and raifing cavib agatnft the 
Bible, at an age when fome dF them would be- 
hard fet to read a chapter in it. And I may add, 
that, of thofe whofe flock in knowledge is fome- 
what larger, that, for the mod; part, it has fcarce 
any other foundation to reft on, but the finking 
credit of traditional and fecond-hand obje£Hons. ' 
againft revelation, which, had they leifure to 
read, they would find anfwered and confuted* 
a thottfand times ove n ■ B ut this by the* 

way> * 

If we take a view of the publick worfliip of 
Almighty God, and obferve in what manner 
at is reverenced by perfons in this rank of life, . 
whofe duty it is to fet an example to the pooe 
and ignorant, we fliall find concurring evidence 
upon this melancholy argument— of a general 
want of all outward demonftration of a fenfe of 
our duty towards God, as if religion was a 
bufinefs fit only to empfoy tradefmen and mo- 
chanicks~and the falvation of our fouls, a con- 

xern 
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tern utterly below the confideratioii <of a peHbor 
pf • figure ami confeqaence.-r- 

I fliall fay nothing at prefent of the lower 
ranks of mankin d though they have not yet 
got into the fafhion of laughing at religion^ and 
treating it with (com and contempt, and, I be- 
lieve, are too ferious a fct of creatures ever to 
Come into it ; yet we are not to imagine, but that 
the contempt it is held in by thofe whofe exam- 
jdes they are too apt to imitate^ will in time 
utterly (hake their principles, and render them, 
if not as profane, at leafl: as corrupt as their 

betters. Wh /n this event happens and 

we begin to Jee/ the effects of it in our dealings 
with them^ thc^ef who have dime the mifchidf, 
will find the neceffity at laft of turning reli^ 
gious in their own defence, and, for want of a 
better principle, to fet an example of piety 
9ud good morals ^ for thdr owi^ intereft and om-i 
venience> 

Thus much for the languifhing (late of reli- 
gion in the prefent age ; — — • in virtue and 

good morals, perhaps^ the accost may fta<vd 
higher. !" 

. Let us inquire—— 

And here, I acknowledge, that an unexpe- 
rienced man, who heard how loudly we all 
talked in behalf of virtue, and moral honefty^ 
and how unanimous 'we were ail in bur cry 
againft vicious cbaradlers of all denominations, 
would be apt haftily to conclude, that the 
whole world was in an uproar about i t ■ ' 
and that there was fo general, a horror smd 
deteftation . of vice am6ngfl; us, that* mankind 
w6rt all aflfociaring together to hunt it out of the . 
world, and give it no qujtft^r, — ^I'his^ I own, w 

would 
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wmU be a mtiml common for any we wlia 
only tniAed his eara upon this fvhject* But aa 

matter of fa£l is allowed better evidence than 

hearfay let us fee in the prefent, how the ona 

cafe is contradi&ed by the other s 

However ^emeiit we approve ourfefves in 
difcourfe againft vice— I believe no one is igno-» 
rant, that the reception it aftually meets with h 
very different — the conduct and behaviour of the- 
wrld is lb 4^porite to their language^ a]id all we 
bcw lb contiadided by vi^at we fee^ as to leave- 
little room to queilioa which fenfe we are to 
truft. 

Look, I befeech you^ amongft thofe wholis; 
higher ftatiions aos made a Iketter fist the Uberif 
^es $itcj tdke, yovt witt fee, dnt no mwifs ^a^ 
rafter is fo infamous, nor any woman's lb aban^^ 
doncdy as not to be vifited and admitted freely 
kitoatt GOiManiesy.andf ii tbe pany can pay fbf 
it, even pubiiddy to be courted, ear^d, aadf 
flattered. If this will not overthrow the credit 
of our virtue, — take a fhort view of the general 
decay oi it, fmaa- the £si(hionable exceflcs of the. 
age , "in favour of which there feens to bu 
formed fo ftrong a party, that a man of ibbriety,^, 
temperance and regularity, fcarce knows how 
to accommo^te himfelf to tbe fociety be lives 

fall ■ and is oft as much at a lofs how and. 

wfaero to dilpofe of himfetf i an d unle& you 
fuppofe a mixture of conftaacy in bis temper, it 
is great odds but fuch a one would be ridiculed, 
and laughed out of his icruples and his virtue at 
die fame time :«~-to fay nothing of occafional 
rioting, chambering and vrantonneft. Coufider' 



ibr ihe mc of virtue, wliiere the manner of 
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fDiag) too fwAly indicatea the inteBtioii >—ftnd tke 

difguife each is under, not only gives power fafcly 
to drive on the bargain, but tpQ^ often tempts to 
carry it into execution too. 

* Thia finning under difguife, I own, £pems 

fome appearance of a foeret lionmge co 
virtue and decorum, and might be acknot^rledged 
asrfuch, was it not the only publick inilance the 
world feems 10 »ve of it««-^ other cafes, a juft 
ienfe of ihaoie feeoM a matter of ib little co&eem, 
that, inftead of any regularity of behaTiour, you 

• fee thoufands who are tired with the very form of 
it, and who at length have even thrown tho 
ma& of it afide, as an u&le& pieoe of moim^ 
brance.— This, I belie?e, will need no eridence ; 
k is too evidently feen in the open liberties taken 
every day, in defiance (not to fay of religion, 
hat) of d^ency and eonmion good manners 
that .it il no uncommon thing to beboM Tiees, 
which heretofore were oommitted only in dark 
corners, now openly fliew tlicir faces in broad day, 
and oft>times with fuch an air of triumph, as if 
tbo party. thought be was doing bimfelf bonour, 
■■■ ■ ■ or that be thought the deluding an. unhappy 
creature, and the keeping her in a ftate of guilt, 
wa6 as necelTary a piece of grandeur as the keep- 
ing an equipage, — and did him as much credit as 
any other appendage of his fortune.— 

sif we paft on from the vices to tbe indecorums 
of the age (which is a fof ter name for vices) you 

, will fc4rce fee any thing, in what is called higher 
life, but what befpeaks a general > relaxation of 
all order and difcipline, in which our opinions, as 
well as manners, feem to be fet loofe from all re^ 
flraints ; — and, in truth, fron\ all ferious reflec- 

^ns too ; . ■ a nd one niay venture to fay, that 

• • gaming 
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gaming and extravagance, to the utter ruin of 

the greateft efta^es, ■ minds diffipated with di- 
verfions, and heads giddy with a perpetual rota- 
tion of tbem^ are the mod general characters to 
be met widi ; and though one would exped^ 
that, at leafti the more folemn feafons of the year, 
fet apart for the contemplation of Chrift's fuf- 
ferings, ftiould give fome check and interruption 
to them, yet, what appearance is there ever 
amongft us, that it is fo what one alteration 
does it make in the -courfe of things ? Is not the 
dotlrine of mortification infulted by the fame 
luxury af cntertainmetits at our tables ? — ^is not 
the fanje order "of diver fions perpetually returning^ 
and Icarce any diing elfe tlK>ught of r?— does not 
the fame levity in drefs, as well as difcourfe, flievir 
itfclf in perfons of all ages ? I fay, of all ages, — 
for it is no fmail aggravation of the corruption 
p{ our morals, that age, which, by. its authority, 
was once aUe to fro^n youth into fobriety 
and better manners, and keep them within 
bounds, feems but too often to lead the way, 
and, by their unfeafonab^e example, give a coun- 
tenance to . follies and weaknels, which youth 
is but too apt to run into without fuch a re-- 
commendation. Surely age, which is but one 
r>::moYe from death, Oiould have nothing about 
it, but what looks like a decent preparation for 
it* In purer tinxes, it was the cafe, but now, 
grey hairs themfelves fcarce ever appear, but 
in the high mode and flanting garb of youth, 
with heads as full of pleafure, and clothes as 
ridiculoufly, and as much in the fafliion,^ as the 
perfon* who wears them is ufually grown out of 
It: upon, which article, give me leave to make 
a ihort reflections which is this, that when- 
ever 
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€ter Ae eldeft equal the youngeft hi the vanity of 

their drefs, there is no reafon to be given for it, 
but that they equal them, if not furpais them^ ia 
the vanity of their deiires. 

. But this by the by.' ^ ' 

Though in truth the obftrration falls in with 
the main intention of this difcourfe, which is not 
framed to flatter our follies, or touch them with 
a light handy but plainly to point them oat ; that 
by recalling to your mind, what manner of per- 
tom we really are, I might better lead you to the 
apoftle's inference, of what manner of perfons vc 
ought to be, in all holy converfation and godli- 
nefs ? looking for^ and battening unto the coming 
of the day of God. 

The apoflle, in the concluding verfe of thin 
-argument, exhorts, that they who look for fuch 
things be diligent, that they be found of him in 
peace, without fpot, and blamelelb ; and one may 
<:onclade with him, that if the hopes or fears, ci- 
ther the reafon or the paflions of men are to be 
wrought upon at all, it muft be from the force- 
and influence of this awakening confideration in 
the text : " That all thcfe things (hall be diffol- 
ved,'* that this vain and perifhjible fcene muft 
change, that we who now tread the ftage, muft 
fhortlv be fummoned away 4 that we are crca- 
tures but of a day, haftening rnito the place from 
whence we fball i^urn no more ; that whilft we 
are here, our conduft and behaviour is minutely , 
obferved ; that there is a Being about our paths 
and about our beds, whofe onlnifcient eye Vpies 
out all our ways, and takes a faithful record of^ 
all the paffages of om lives ; that thefe volumes 
fhall be produced and opened, and men fliall be' 

, Vol. V. M judged 
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judged out of the things that are written m 
them ; that without refped of perfons, we ihall 

be made accountable for our .thoughts, oiir words 
and actions, to this greateft and bcft of Beings, 
before wbofe judgment-feat we muft finally ap- 
pear, and receive die things done in the bo- 
dy, whether they are good, or whether they are 
bad. * ' 

That, to add tathe terror of it,— -this day of 
the Lord will come upon u$ like a thief in the 
night — of that hour no one knoweth ;*_-thar 
we are not furc of its being fufpended one day or 

one hour ; or, what is the fame cafe, that we 

are Handing upon the edge of a precipice, with 
nothing but the Angle thread of human life to 
hold us up ; — and that if we fall unprepared in 
this thoughtlefs ftate, we are loft, and muft perifti 
for evermore. 

. What manner of perlbns we ought to be, up- 
on thefe priticiples of our religion, St. Peter has 
told us, in all holy converfation and godlinefs ; 
and I fliall only remind, how different a frame 
of mind, the looking for, ,and haftcning unto the 
coming of God, under fuch a life, is, from that 
of fpending our days in vanity, and our years in 
pleafure. 

Give me leave, therefore, to conclude in that 
merciful warning, which our Saviour, the Judge 
himfelf, hath given us, at the dole of the fame 
exhortation : " 

Take heed to yourfelves, left at any time your 
hearts be overcharged with furfeiting, and drun- 
kennefs, and the cares of this life |—— and fo 
that day come upon you unawares ; ■ f or as a 
fnare (hall it come upon all that dwell on the 
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face of the whole earth. — Watch therefore, and 

pray always, that ye may be accounted worthy to 
cfcapc all thefe things that fliall come to pafs, and 
to (land before the Son of man. Which may Goo 
of bis mercy grant^ through Jesus Christ. 



U 1 



SEEMON 



/ 



Digitized by Google 



I 



I 

Digitized kjy Goo^leJ 



I 



s 



SERMON XXXr 



St. PETER'S Character, 



Ma 



L^iyiiizco Uy Google 



( 



V 



9 



SERMON xkXL 



Acts hi. 12. 

A»d when Peter faw it, he anfwered unto the peo^ 

pie. Ye men of Ifraely why marvel ye at thisf 

• or why look ye fo eartiejlly on uSy as though by 
§ur own power or holinefs we had made this man 

to walk? 

* 



THESE words, as the text tells us, were 
fpoke by St. Peter, on. the occafion of his 
miraculous cure of the lame man, who was laid 
at the gate of the temple, and, in the beginning 
' of this chapter, had aflced an alms of St. Peter and 
St. John, as they went up together at the hour of 
picayer s on whom St. Peter faftening his eyes, as 
in ue 4th Terfcy and declaring he had no fuch 
relief to give him as he expededy having neither 
filver nor gold, but that fuch as he had, the be- 
nefit of that divine power which he had received 
from his Mailer, he would impart to him,'^e 
commands him forthwith, in the name of Jesus 
Christ of Nazareth, to rife up and walk. And 
he took him by the hand and lifted him up, and 
ijfnmediately his fe^t and ancle-bones received 
4ricngth ; and. he. leaped upj . fiood and walked, 

and^ 
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and entered with them into die temple^ leaping 

and praifing God. 

It feems he had been born lame, had pafTed a 
whole life of defpair^ without hopes of ever be- 
ing raftered; fo that the immediate fenfe of 
ftrength and a£Hvity communicated to him at 
once, in fo furprifing and unfought-for a manner, 
caft him into the tranfpo^t of mind natural to a 
man fo benefited beyond hia expe^ation. .So 
that the amazing inftance of a fupematural pow- 
er ; the notoriety of faft wrought at the hour of 
prayer ; the unexceptionablenefs of the obje£t> 
that it was no impofturci for they knew that it 
was he which fat for alms at the Beautiful gate of 
fhjK temple; the unfeigned expreffions of an en- 
raptured heart almoft befide itfelf, confirming the 
whole;— -the man that was healed, in the loth 
verfcy holding his benefactors, Peter and John^ 
entering into the temple with them^ walking and 
leaping, and praifing God ; the great con- 
courfe of people, drawn together by this event, 
in the i itfa verfe, for they all ran unto them, in- 
to the porch that was called Solomon'iB, greatljf 
wondering. Sure never was fuch a fair opportu^ 
nity for an ambitious mind to have eftablifhed a 
chara£ler of fuperior goodnefs and power. To 
a man fet upon this world, who fought his own 
praife and honour, what an iuTitation would it 
have been to have turned thefe circumftances to 
fuch a purpofe to have fallen in with the paf- 
fions of an aftonifticd and grateful citv, prepof- 
fefiedi from what had happened, fo Itrongly in 
his favour already, that little art or management 
was requifite to have improved their wonder and 
good opinion, into the higheft reverence of his 
&ndity, awe of his perfon^ or whatever other 
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belief fhould be neceflary to feed his pride^ or 

ferve fecret ends of glory and intereft. A mind 
not fufficiently mortified to the world, might 
have been tempted here to have taken the honour 
due to God, and transferred it to himfelf. He 
tnight-^ — not foi— a difciple of Chrift : for when 
Peter faw it, — when he faw the propenfity in 
them to be milled on this occafion, he anfwered 
and faid unto the people, in the words of the 
text, — ^Ye men of Krael, why marvel ye at this ? 
or why look you fo eamcftly on us, as though by 
'Our own power and holinefs we had made this 

^ man to walk ? the God of Abraham, and of 

Ifaac, and of Jacob, the God of our fathers^ 
hath glorified his fon Jesus. 

O holy, and blefled apoftle ! 

How would thjr meek and mortified fpirit fa- 
tisfy itfelf in uttermg fo humble and fo juft a de- 
daration ? ■ W hat an faoneft triumpn wouldft 
thou tafte the fweets of, in thus conquering thy 
pafTion of vain- glory, — keeping down thy pride, 
— difclaiming the praifes which fliould have fed 
it, bv telling the wondering fpe&ators, It was 
not tny own poyrer^ it was not thy own holinefs, • 
which had wrought this, thou being of like paf- 
fions and infirmities ; but that it was the power 
of the God of Abraham,— the holinefs of thy 
dear Lord^ whom they crucifiedi operating by 
iaith^ through diee, who* waft but an inftrument 
in his hands* If thus honeftly declining honour, 
which the occafion fo amply invited thee to take; 
— if this would give more fatisfa£lion to a mind 
like thine, than the loudeft praifes of a miftaken 
"^leople, what true rapture would be added to it 
from the refleftion, that in this inftance of felf- 

4eoial, thou faa^it not only done, w.eli, but, what 

was 
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was a ftill more endearing thought, that thou 
Jiadft been able to copy the example of thy di- 
vine Matter, who, in no aftion of his life, fought 
ever his own praifc, but on the contrary, declin- 
ed all polllble occafions of it ; and in the only 

Eublick inftance of honour which he fuftered to 
e given him in his entrance into Jerufalem, 
thou didi'l remember, it was accepted with fuch 
a mixture of humility, that the predidion of the 
prophet was not more exadly fulfilled in the bo-* 
fannas of the multitude, than in the meeknefs 
wherewith' he received them, lowly and fitting 
upon an afs. How could a difciple fail of pro- 
fiting by the example of lb hionble a matter^ 
whoie whole courfe of life was a particular ieo- 
. tnrc to this virtue, and, in every inftance of it, 
ihewed plainly he c^me not to {hare the pride 
and glories of life, or gratify the carnal expefta- 
tion of ambitious followers ; which, had he af- 
itSted external pomp, he might, have accomplifli« 
-ed, by engroffing, as he could have done by a 
word, all the riches of -the world; and by the 
fplendour of his court, and dignity of his perfo% 
had bpen greater than Solomon in all his ^lory, 
and have attracted the applaufe and admiration of 
the world : this every difciple knew was in his 
powxr j fo that the meannefs of his birth, the 
toils and poverty of his life, the low offices in 
whieb he was engaged, by preaching the gofpei 
to the poor, the numoerlefs dangers and inGQnv&- 
niencies attending the execution, were all volun- 
tary. This humble choice, both of friends and 
family, out of the meaneft of the people, amongft 
whom he appeared rather as a fervant than a ma- 
iler, comijig not (as he often told them) to be 
ioaimllcred uig^o^ but to minifter ; and as the pro- 
phet 

Digitized by 



a E R M O N XXXI- i4t 

pliet had foretold in that mournful defcription of 
him, having no form nor comelinefsj nor any 
heauty that we (hould defire him* 

How could a difciple, you'll fay, refleft with-' 
out benefit on this amiable chara^er, with all the 
other tender pathetic proofs of humility, which 
his memory would fuggeft had happened of a . 
piece with it, in the courfe of his Mailer's life ; 
but particularly at the conclufion and great cata- 
ftrophe of it, — ^at his crucifixion ; the imprellions 
of which could never be forgotten ? W hen a 
fife full of fo many engaging inftances of humi- 
lity, was crowned with the moft endearing one 
of humbling himfelf to the death of the crofs, — 
the death of a flave and a malefactor, — fufFering 
himfelf to be led like a lamb to the flaiighter,~ 
dragged to Calvary without oppofition or com- 
plaint, and as a Iheep before his (hearer is dumb, 
opening not his mouth.^ 
' O blefied Jesu s ! well might a difciple of thine 
learn of thee to be meek and lowly of heart, as 
thou exhortedft them all, for thou waft meek and 
lowdy : well might they profit, when fuch a IciTon 

was feconded by fuch an example ! It is not to 

be doubted what force this muft have had on the 
aflions of thofe who were attendants and con- 
flant followers of our Saviour on earth ; — faw 
the meeknefs of his temper in the occurrences of 
his life, and the amazing proof of it at his death, 
who, though he was able to call down legions of 
angels to his refcue, or by a fingle aft of omni- 
potence to have deftroyed his enemies ; yet fup- 
prefled his almighty power, neither rrfented, or 
revenged the indignity done him, but patiently 
fuiFer^ himfelf to i>e numbered with the cranio 
greflbrs. 
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It could not well be otherwlfe, but that every 
eye-witnef& of this muft have been wrought upon^ 
in feme degree, as the apoftle, to let the fame 
mind be in him which alfo was in Chrift Jefu9. 
Nor will it be difputed how much of the honour 
of St. Peter's behaviour in the prefent tranfa£lion 
might be owing to the impreflions he received, 
Ofi.. that memorable occafioit of his Lord's death 
finking ftill deeper, from the aiFeding 'remem- 
brance of the many inflances his mafter had given 
of this engaging virtue in the courfe of his life. 

St* Peter certainly was of a warm and fenfible 
nature, ^s we may collet): from tlie (acred wri- 
tings, a temper fitteft to receive all the advan- 
tages which fuch impreirions couhl give ; and 
therefore, as it is a day and place facred to this 
great apoftle, it may not be unacceptable, if I en« 
gage the remainder of your time, in a fhort eflay 
upon his cbarafter, principally as it relates to this 
particular difpofition of heart, which is the fub- 
je£l of the difcourfe. 

This great apoftle was a man of diftinftion 
anu>ilft uie difciples, and was one of fuch vir- 
tues and qualifications, as feemed to have recom- 
mended him more than the advantage of his 
years^ or Icnowledge. 

Qfi his fii4l admiflion to Our Saviour's acquaint- 
ance, he gave a moft evident teftimony that he. 
was a man of real and tender goodnefs, when be- 
uigjgaj^akened by the miraculous draught of the 
nfhes, as we read in the fifth of St. Luke, and 
knowing the author muft neceiTarily be from 
God, he fell down inftantly at his feet, — ^broke 
out into this humble and pious refleftion ; De- 
part from me, for I am a iinful man^ O Lord i 

The 
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The ceofure, you will fay, exprefles him a fipftil * 
mwk, but Co tocenfure bimfelf^ with fuch utiaf^ 

fefted modefty, implies, more effe£l:ual]y than any 
thing elfe could, that he was not, in the commoix 
fenfe of the word, a finful, but a good man, who» 
like the publican in the temple, was no lefs juiti- 
fied, for a felf-accufation extorted merely from 
the humility of a devout heart, jealous of its own 
imperfections. And though the words, depari 
froinme^ carry in them" the face of fear, yet he. 
who heard them, and knew the heart -of the fpeak«* 
er, found they carried in them a greater meaftirc ^ 
of defiie. For Peter was not willing to be dif- 
ctiarged from bis new gueil, but fearipg his un« 
fitnefs to accompany him, longed to be made inorb 
worthy of his converfation. A meek and mo<i* 
deft diftruft of himfelf, feemcd to have had no 
fmall fliare, at that time, in his natural temper 
and complexion ; and though it would be greatly 
improved, and no doubt much better principled 
by the advantages on which I enlarged above, in 
his commerce and obiervation with his Lord and 
Matter, yet it appears to have been an early and. 
' .diftinguiihing part of his chara£);er. An inftance - 
of this, though little in itfelf, and omitted by the 
other evangelifts, is prelerved by St! John, in his - 
account of our Saviour's girding himfelf with a 
nstpkin, and wafliing the difciples feet % to which 
oiEce, not one of them is reprefented as maUng 
any oppofitioii : But when he came to. «Simoa 
Peter,— the Evangelift tells, — Peter faid to him^. 
Doft thou wafh my feet ? Jefus faid unto hini> • 
What I do, thou knoweft. «iot now, but {halt 
know hereaft^. ' Peter faid to him. Thou {halt 
never waih my feet. — ^Humility for a moment 
\ouW. ^ triumphed 
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V triumphed over his fttfatniiBon, and he exfK>ftii« 

• lates with him upon it, with all the eanieft an4 
tender oppofition which was natural to a humble 
heart, confounded with fliame, that his Lord and 
Mafter Ihould infift to do fo mtm ind painful as 
i.Q: of fenrittide to ^itn. 

I would fooner form a judgment of a man's 
temper from his behaviour, on fuch little occur- 
fences of life as thefe, than from . the mons 
wdghect and important z&ions^ where a mim ia 
fnorc npofi his guard ;-*-lias more preparation t© 
difguife the true difpofition bf his heart, and 
more temptation^ when difguifed^ to impofe it on 
i^thers. 

' This in^mgttntht was no part of P^MiePs eh** 

rafter, who, with all the real and unaffe£l:cd hu^ 
mility which he (hewed, was poll'efled of fuch a 
i)uick fenfibility and promptncfs of nature, which 
imerlv unfitted hinx tot aft and premeditation i ' 
^ough this particular caft of temper had its did 
advantages, at the fame time, as it led him to an 
unreferved difcovery of the opmiops and preju- 
dices of his heart, which he was wont to dectai^^ 
and fomotimes in ft) open and unguarded a man* 
ncr, as expofed him to the (harpnefs of a rebuke 
where he could leaft bear it. 

I ts^ke notice of this^ becaufe it will help us ia. 
^mne meagre to reconcife a feeming ecmtfadio 
tibn ih his cfaaraAei^ whith wiH naturally eodnt 
hefe, from confidering that great and capital fail* 
ing of his life, when by a prefumptuous declara** 
tion of his own fortitude, he fell into the difgracfc 
tff • denying his Lord ; in both Of wfakfa he atSsd 
fo oppofire to the charaftcr here given, thafe 
jou will alkjj How qovHi (o bumble a man as you 
• - « < ' dcfcribe^ 
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deicribe^ ever have been giulty of fo felfrfufficiciu 
ai^ unguarded a vaunt, as that» though he 
flimild die with bis Mafter, yet would he not 

deny him ? Or whence, that fo finccre 

and honeft a man was not better able to perform 
it?— ' " 

The cafe was this-— 

Our Lord, before he was betrayed, had taken 
occafion to admonifli his difciples of the peril 

of lapfingj-^— telling them, 3 ill verfe^ AU 

ye ihall ba ofFen4ed bcicaufe of me this night.«-t« 
To which Peter anfwering, with a zeal mixed 

with too much confidence, ^That though all 

ihould be ofiendedj yet wiJl I 7iever be offended : 
*^to check this trull in himfeJf,- — our oaviouV 
replies, that he in particular fliould deny htiu ^ 
thrice. — But Peter, looking upon this monition 
no farther than as it implied a reproach to his 
faith, and his love, and his courage j—^—— Hung 
to the heart to have tb^m called in queHion by 
bis Lordy-^he haftilf futtimont t^ei^ all up to" 
form his final rcfolution, — Though 1 iiiould (h*e 
with thee, yet will I not deny thee. — The re* 
iolve was nohle and dutiful to the laft degree,-«r- 
and I make no. doubt as honeft a on e t hat 19, 
both as juft in the matter, and as firicere in t!>e 
intention, as ever was made by any of mankind j 
i>-4iis cbara^er not fuffering us to inaagine he 
made it ia a leaving diffimulation ; n o \ > 
for he proved htmfelf fufficiently in eameft by his 
fubfe(juent behaviour in the garden, when he 
drew Ills fword againft a whole band of men, and 
thereby made it appear, that he had lefs concern 
£or his own life, than he had for his mafter^s fafe- 
ty.— 'How then came his refolution to mifcar- 

ry.? The reafon feems pureljc tlu$ : Peter 

N 2 grounded* 
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S rounded' the execution of it upon too mucb eon« 
dence in himfelf, — -doubted not but his will 
was in his power, whether God's grace aflifted 
hira or not ; — furely thinking, that what he had * 
courage to refolve fi> honeftiy, he had likewife 
alrility to perform.«—Thi8 was his miftake,— ^ 

and though it was a very great one, yet was 

in fome degree akin to a virtue,— as it fprung 
. merely from a confcioufnefs of his integrity and 
truth, and too adventurous a conchtfion of what 
♦ they would enable him to perform, on the fharp- 

* eft encounters for his Mafter's fake : fo that 

his failing in this point, was birt a confequence ^ 
of this, hafty and iU-confidered refolve ;-<-»and his 
Lord, to rebuke and punifh him for it, did no 
other than leave him to his own ftrength to per- 
^ form it; — which, in effe£l:, was almoft the 
fame as learing him to the neceifity of not per-- ^ 
forming it at aH.*-*^The great apoftle had not 
confidered, that he who precautioned him was 
the fearcher of hearts, — and needed not that 
any ihould teftify of man, for he knew what was 
in man>— he did not remember, that his Xiord 

• had faid before,— —Without me ^e can do no^ 
thing ;- — that the execution of all our faculties 

■ were under the power of his will : — he had for- 
got the knowledge of this needful truth, on this 
one unhappy junSure,— ^where he had fo great a 
temptation to the contrary, — ^though he was full 

' of the perfuafion in every other tranfaftion of his 

• life, — but moft vifibly here in the text, — where be 
' breaks forth in the warm language of a heart 

ftill overflowing with remembrance of this very 

• miftake he had once committed; — ^Ye men of 
Ifrael, why marvel ye at this ? — as though by 

' our own power or holineiis we bad wrought this ? 

• — ^Thfi 
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^ ■ • 

-■ T he God of Abraham, of IfaaCi and of 

Jacob, — the God of our fathers, through faith* 
in his name, hath made this man whole, whom ycr ' 
fee and know. — 

This is the beft anfwer T am able to make to* 
tfiis obje€kion againft the unifomlty of the ap6ftle'9< 
charafter which I have given : — upon which 
let it be added, — that was no fuch apology capa- 
ble of being made in its behalf; — that the truth- 
and regularity of a charadier is nor, in juftice, to* 
Be looked upon as broken, from any one fingle' 
a£l or omiflion which may feem a contradidlion . 
to it;— the beft of men appear fom times to be 
ftrange compounds of contraditkory qualities : . 
and were the accidental overfights and ff lly of 
the wifeft man, — the failings and impcrfeftions 
of a religious man, — the halty a<ils and pallionate 
Vords of a mcelv man Were they to rife up in'' 
jjiidgment againft them, w d an ilUnat cured'* 
^ judge be fufFered to mark in this^Ynanner what has: 
been done amifs, — what chaf after fo unexcepti*- 
enable as to be able to ftand before him ?— So • 
that, with the candid allowances which the infir-- 
mities of a man may claim when he: fails, thronghr 
furprifc more than: a premeditation,-M)ne m;iy' 
venture upon the whole to fum up Peter's ch'a- 
racler in a few words,r— He was a man feniible ii>. 

Bi&. nature, ^f quick paflions, tempered with-s 

ithe greateft humility, and moft uitaffedted pover*^ 
ty of fpirit that ever met in fuch a characlcr.-^ 
So that in the only Ci lrnuial inilancc of his life 
which I haye fpoke to, you are at a lofs which to 
admire moft^ — ^the tendemefs smd fcnfibiHty of 
Bis foul, in being wrought upon to repentance by 
a look from Jefus ; — or tlie uncommon humility 
of it^. whichjxe teftified thereupon^ io the bitter- 
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neft of his forrow for what he had dbne.-^He was: 
onceprefumptuouaiti Itufting to his own ftrength ; 

his general and truJ chirafter was that of the 
nioft engaging meetnefs, — diflrultful of himfelf 
and his. abilities to the laft degree. — 

Ha , demed his maften — ^But in all inftances of 
Bis life, but Azt, was ^ Man of the greatf ft truth, 
and fincerity ; — to which part of his charafter- 
^ur Saviour has given an undeniable teftimony, in. 
conferring- oa him the fymboHcal name of Ce-^ 
phas, a rock, a nkme thd moft exprd&ve of coii«^ 
liancy and- firmnefs.— 

He was a man of great love to his mafter, — 
and of BO kfs zeal for his religion, of wbicb,^ 
from among many, I ftiall take one iiiftance outf. 
of St. John,, with- which I ihall conclude this- ac* 
count. — ^^Vhere, upon the defer tion of feveraf 
other difci pies,— our Saviour piits the quellion ta 
the twelve, — Will, ye alfo go away? — ihen,. 
fiys the text, Peter anfwered and faid, — Lord V 
wnither (hall we go? Thou haft the words of 

eternal life,- and we believe, and know,^ 

that thou art Chrift the fon of God. 

Now, if we look into, the gofpel,. we find what 
our Sa:i^our pronoonoed on this very confelBon; 

Bleffed art thou, Simon Barjona, for flefh anj^ 
blood hath not revealed it unto thee, — but rny. 
Tather which is in heaven. — That our Saviour. 
)iad the ^orj&of eternal life, — ^Pcter was s^ble tor* 
deduce* from principles^^f naturaltreafon ; beoaufc 
reafon was able to judge from the internal marks?^ 
of his doctrine, that it was worthy God, and ac- 
commodated properly to advance human nature 
and hutnan happihefs; — But for all this,— rea*. 
ibn could not infalUblydetermihie that the meflfhf- . 
gci^oL thh. dQ^ia^ wm$ the the ctcmaf: 
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fen of the living God v — to know this, require d 
m illuminatioa ; — and this tllttminatioo^. 1 ts^j^ 
ftems to hare been voudifafefl at that inftant 

as a reward, as woitid have been fuffici- 

ent evideace by kfelf of the difsofiuon>.of hi^. 
heart. 

I hwe now finiihed^ iHis IKorteflay upon the 

diarafber of St. Peter, not with a loud panegyric 
upon the power of his keys, or a ranting enco- 
niium upon fome monailick qualifications^ with 
whicfar z- popilb pulfiir would ling upon.fuch am 
occafion, withoBt doing much honour to tho 
faint, or good to the audience, — but have drawn 
it with truth and fobrietJj^, reprefenting it as it 
was, as confifting of virtues* the moil worthy of 
imitation-,-*-^Bd grounded, not' iipon« apoenf-»- 
phal accounts and legendary- inveneiona, the 
wardrobe from whence popery drcflls out her 
faints on thefe days,— 4)ut upon matters of fa£t * 
in the facred Scriptures, in which all chriitians 
agree.— And finoe* I have mentioned popery ^ I 
cannot better conclude than by obfcrving, how ill 
the fpirit and charaOer of that church rcfembles 
that particular part of St. Ptter's, which has been 
made the fubje&of this dilcourfe.-— Would one 
think' that a- churchy which thruiU icfelf onder 
this apoftle's patronage, and claims her power 
under him, would prdume to exceed the decrees 
of it which he acknowledged to poiieis himlelt 2. 

But how ill are your expe£kationa anfwered^ 
when, indeed of the humble declaration in the 
text, — Ye men of Ifrael, marvel not at us, as if 
our own power and h<^inefs had \vioi»ght this ;-— • 
jou bear, a language and. behaviour from the Ro* 
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mi(h courts as oppofue to. it as iiifolent words aadi 
oftionS can frame; 

/ So that, inftead of, Ye men of lirael, marvel' 

not at us,— Ye men of Ifrael, do marvel at us,— 
hold us iu admiration : — Approach our facrcA 
pontiff, — (who is not only holy — but holincls it- 
fe}f)-^ppfoa9cb his perfon with reverence, and. 
deem* it the greateft honotir and happinefs of yom 
Mrcs to fall down before his ch«iir, aad^be admit- 
ted to kifs his feet. — 

Think not, as if it were nor our own Tio*»- 
Mnefs whibh merita all. the homage you can: 
pay us. I t IS- OUT ownr holinefs, — the fuper- 
abundance of it, of which, havinor more than- 
we know what to do< with, ourlei vcSy—«-f rom 
works of fupererogation, we have transfeived: 
ijtit: &rplus in^ecclefiaftick ware-^houfes, and, in- 
ure zeal for the good of your fouls, have clla— 
liQied publick banks of raerit>.ready to be drawn£ 
upon at all. times*. 

Think nor, ye flsen oil Ifrael, or lay witfi-^ 
}n yourfelvc», that we are unprofitable fer— * 
vants — we have no good works to fpaie, or 
diat if we had,-~we cannot make this u£e of 
them ; — that wc have no power to- drcolate* 
our tndulgences,«^and huckfter them out, a». 

do, through all the parts of Chriftendom.-~ 
Know ye by thefc prcfents,, that it is cur own 
power which does this-i*— the plenitude of our a- 
poftolick. power operating with our own holinefs^ 
that enables us to bind and Ibofe, as feents meeir 
to us on earth ; — to fave your fouls, or deiiver 
them up to Satan, and, as they pleafe or difpkafe,. 
to indulge whole kingdoms at once, or exconi* 
municate them all binding kings in chains^, 
aud your nobks in links of irQn^<!-^ 

That 
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That we may never again feel the effcfts of 
fuch language and principle8,~xnay God of bis 
mttfj grant us. Am«m> 
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• And I faidf O my Gad^ I am ajhamed a?id bltf/b ig 
• lift up my face to thee^ my God ."^or our ini'^ 

quities are increajed over our heady and oar tref* 
pafs is grown up unto the heavens. Since the days 
of our fathers have we been in a great trefpqfs wt'^ 
to this day. 

THERE is not, I lidieve, throughout all 
hiftory^ an inftance of fo ftrange and ob- 
ftinately corrupt a people, as the Jeirs, of whom 

Ezra complains j — for though, on one hand, 

there never was a people that received fo many 
.teftimoBies of God's favour to encourage them 
to be good, — ^fo, on the other hand^ there ne- 
ver was a people which fo often felt the fcourge 
of their iaquities to dilhearten them from doing 
evil. 

And jet neither the one or the other feemed 
ever able to make them either the wifer or bet- 
ter ; — neither God's blelllngs, nor his correclions 
could ever foften them they ilill continued a 
thanklelsy unthinking people^^who profited by 
no leflbnsy nd^hev were to be vn>n with mercies^ 

Vol. y. ^ O nov 
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nor terrified with punifhments,- — but on every 
fucceeding trials and occaiions^ extremely difpofed 
againft God^ to go aftray and a£l: wickedly. 

In the words of the text, Oie prophet'ji hean 
overflows with forpw, upon his refledlion of this 

unworthy part of their charafter ; and the 

manner of his application to God, is fo expref- 
live of his humble fenfe of it| — and there is fome- 
thing in the word^ fo f ulLof tendernefs and fhame 
for them upon that fcore, — as befpeaks the moft 
paternal, as well as paftoral concern for them««-« 
And he faid, — O my \God, I am ^afluim< 
and Uufli to iift up xn^ £u:e to .thee, my God.- 
No doubt, the holy man was confounded to look 
back upon that long feries of fo many of God's 
undeferved mercies to them^ jq£ wkdck they had 
made fo bad and ungrateful a ufe :-*4ie coftfider- 
ed, that they had all the motives ths^ could lay 
reftraints, either upon a confiderate or a reafonable. 
people ^-—th at God bad not onlycreated^ uphield^ 
and favoured them with all advantages in cim* 
wkh the reft of their £elbMr crgaturcftd ■ > 
-but .had been particularly kind to tbemj — that 
when they were in the houfe of bondage, in the 
gnoft hopcLeb condiiioHf — he had heard their cry, 
and took cooiyaffioii upon their iaSHkuMm, radjfagr 
a cham of great and mighty dettveranecs^ lisid 
fet them free from the yoke of opprcflion. — The 
prophet, no doubt, reflected at the fame time, 
th«t^fi«jk3 this inftance of Code's goodsKfifs, m jfirft 
fiaiKnirtiig their miraculous e£cape,*^ ftries raf 
fuccefl'es not to be accounted for from fecond 
.caU£e6i and the natural courfe of events, had. 
Grdwned their ht^ads in b PemariuUe a manner, 
m to afford an ^ident-prooff «at 'Only of ..Godfe 
general concein, but of his particular proyadJ^nce 

and . 
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and attachment to them abore all |)eop]e;~hi 
the wiMerficfit lie l«d ihem like fteep, md kept 

them as the apple of his eye;- — ^he fuficrcd no man 
to do them wrong, — but reproved even kingsi for 
their fake ^-H:bat whem ihey entered into the pro- 
luafiid hmd» no fipme was able to ftand before 
them ; — ^whcn in poflTeffion^no^ army wa« ever 
able to drive them out — ^that nations greater and 
mightier than they, were thruft forth from before 
them; — that m a word, all nature for a time wa» 
driveir battkiranfe by the hands of Godj to ferve 
them ; and that even the fun itfelf had ftood flill 
in the midft of henven to fccure their vi<lvorijs ; 
.*^that when all theie mercies were cail away up« 
onp them» and no prinpple of gratitttde or inte- 
reft aocdd malce them as" obedient peop}e~God 
had tried by misfortunes to bring them back 
that whcQi inftru£tioBS,. warnings, invitations, 
miracles, prophets, and holy gttidjes„ bad mo* c£- 
f «Q:9->4ic at laft MtmA them tg» seap- tlie wages 
of l^ir felly, by letting tliem hAl again* into the 
fame flate of bondage in Babylon, from whence 
he had firft raifed them. — Here it is that Ezra 
pMrs out his^ confefiiofi.— was no final! aggra«« 
vaticM » Eml$ concern, to find that even this 
laft trial had no- good cffeft upon their condud ; 
—that all the alternatives of promifcs and threats, 
CDQtforts and affli^^ionSt inftead of making them 
grow the better^-— made them apparently grow 
the worfe :'«^-4Ky«(r could he intercede for them, 
but with fhame and forrow ; and fay, as in the 
text, O my God, I am aihamcd and bluUi to lift 
up my face to lhee,***foF out iniquities are tn« 
creafed orer our. heads, and our trefpais 9 -^rcwn 

- up unto the heavens Imce the days of our fa- 
thers have we been in a great trefpafs unto thta , 

. day.— ^ ^ 

* Oa Thus 

N 

J* 
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Thus much for the jwrophct's humble confeffion 
to God for the Jews, for which he bad but to(^ 

juft a foundation given by them ; — and I know not 
how I can make better ufe of the words, as the 
oecafion of the day led me to the choice of them, 

; — than by a ferious application of the fame £id 
eonfeflion, in regard to ourfelves. — 

Our fathers, like thofe of the Jews in Ezra's 
time, no doubt, have done amils, and greatly 
provoked Ciod by their violence}— but if our own 
iniquities, like theirs, are increafed over oor 
heads ; — ^if fince the days of our fathers we have 
been in great trefpafs ourfelves unto this day, — 
'tis fit this day we (liould be put in mind of it ^ 
—nor can the time and occafion be better em- 
ployed, than in hearing with patience the repfoofa 
which fuch a parallel will lead me to give.-— - 

It muft be acknowledged, there is no nation 
which had ever fo many extraordinary realbns and 
fupematural motives to become thankful and vir- 
tuous 'as the Jews had *, — yet, at the fame time^ 
there is no one which has not fufficient ; (and 
fetting afide at prefent the confideration of a fu- 
ture ftate as a reward for being fo) — there is na 
nation under heaveni which befides the daily 
hleOtngsof God's providence' to them, but bate 
received fufficient blcflings and mercies at the 
hands of God, to engage their beft fervices, and 
-the warmed returns of gratitude they can pay t 
-Inhere has been a time, may be, when they 
have been delivered from fomc grievous calamity, 
— from the rage of peftilence or famine, — from 
the edge and fury of the fword, — ^from the fate 
and fall of kingdoms round them ^r^they may have 
been preferved by providential difcoveries, from 

. plots, and dcfigns againft the weil-being of their 
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ftates or by critical turns and revolutions in 
their fr*vour when beginning to fink by feme 

fipnai interpofition of God's providence, — they 
m^y h< \t: lefcucd their libertievS, and all that was 
dear to them, irom the jaws of fome tyrant^—*, 
or m^y have preserved their religion pnre and 
tmcorruptedy when aH other comfcH'ta £uled 
them. 

It other countries have reafon to be thankful to 
God for any one of thefc mercies, much more 
has fbif of ours, which at one time or other hath 
received them all;— -inibmuch that our hiftory, 
for this laft century, has fcarce been anything elfe ^ 
but the hiftory of our. deliverances, and God'^ ' 
Ueffinp, — and tbefe in (o complicated a chain^ 
and with fo little interfaptim),—-— as to be fcarce 
ever vouchfafcd to any nation or language befides, 
— except the Jews ; — and with regurd to them, 
though inferior in the ftupendous manner of their 
worting,— ^et no way fo in the extenfive sood* 
nefs of their efFeds, and tke infinite benetoiencc 
which muft ha\e wrought them for us. — Here 
then let us ftop and look back a moment, and in- 

Jiuire, as in the cafe of the Jews^ wliat great et* 
%&s alt this has bad upon our lives,— -*a»d how 
far worthy we have lived— of what we have re- 
ceived ? — 

A ftranger, — ^wbcn he heard— *hat thi^ iiland 
had been fo favoured by beaveny-*4b* happy in 
our laws and religion, — ^ib ilonrifhmg in our trade,, 
—4b blefled in our fituation and natural produfl,^ 

and in all of.them^fo often, — fo vifibly pro- 
tefted by providence, — would conclude, our gra- 
titude and morals had kept pae^ with bur bleifings ; 
—and he would fay, — as we are the moft blef- 
fcd and favoujredjr— that we muft be jhe moft 

O 3 virtuou«K 
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virtuous axul. religious people upon the face of tfad 
earth. 

Would to God I tbere was my other readim to 

incline one to fo charitable a belief; — for without 
running into any common-place declamation up- 
on the wickednefs of the age, — we may fay with- 
in the bounds of truth, — ^that we have profited- 
in this refpe^k as little as it was poffible for the ' 

•Jews-, ^that' there is as little virtue, ■ ■ ■ and as 

little fenfe of religion, at lealt as little of the ap- 
pearance of it) as can be fuppofed to exift at all^ 
in a country where it is countenanced by the ftate« 
—Our forefathers, whatever greater degrees of 
' real virtue they were poflefled of,- — God, who * 
fcarcheth. the heart, — beft knows-, — but this is 
certain, in their days they had at lead— the forn^ 
of godlinefs,— *-and paid- this compliment to reli« 
gion, as to wear at lead the appearance and out- 
ward garb of it. — The publick fervice of God was 
better frequented, — and in a devout, as well as 
regular manner ;«^there was no open profanenefii 
in our ftreets to |mt piety to ttie bluui^'-N-or do^ 
rneftick ridicule, to make her uiieafy, and force 
her to withdraw. 

Religion,, though treated with freedom, was- 
itiU treated with nstpeik the * youtli of botk 
fexes kept under greater reftraint; — good order 
and good hours were then kept up in moft fami- 
lies ; and,, in. a word, a, greater (lri£hiefs and fo« 
,briety of manners maintained throughout amongft 
people of all rmkaand conditions ;"fo that vice, 

however fecretly it rnight be. pra4Slifed,r was 

" aljiamed to be feen. 

But all this has infenfibly been born dovtrn^ 
ever fince the days of our forefathers trefpaisi~ ' 
^.hmi,^ tp avQid on$: eztreme^/we- began to rujsa 

\ ; ' inta' 
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into another ;——fo that inftead of any great re- 
ligion amongfl uSf you fee thoufands who are tired 
. even of the form of it^ and who have at length 

. thrown the malk of it afide, — as an ufclefs incum- 
brance. — 

But this licentioufneft, he would fafy.maybe 
chiefly owing ta a. long courfe of profperity, 

which is apt to corrupt mens minds. — God has 
fince this tried you with afHiclions ; — you have 
|» been vifited with a long and expcnfive. war :— 
I God has fent, moreover, a peftilenee amongft 
I your cattle,^ which has cut oflF the flock from the 
I ' told, — andleftnoherd in thertalls. — Surely, he'll 
I . fay, — two fuch terrible fcourges might have awa- 
kened the confciences of the moft unthinking part 
* of Tou, and fbn:ed the inhabitants of your land' 
— jfrom fuch admonitions,?— though they failed 
. with the Jews,, to. have learned righteoufncfs foe 
themfei^es.~ • ' • 

I own this is the natural effe^t^-^and one would 
f hope, ihould always the natural ufe and im« 
provement from fuch calamities; — for we often 
^ find, that numbers, who, in prosperity, leem to 
forget God, do yet remember bim in the day of 
trouble and diftreis.— Yet confidec this nationally^ 
I —-we fee no fuch-effed hem it in fad, as one 
1 . would be led to expcft from the fpeculation ^ 
" for inflance,~with all the devaftation, blood- 
ihed, and ezpence which the war has occaHonedy 
~how many converts has it made to frugality,-— 
to virtue, or even to ferioufnefs itfelf ?— The pef- 
tilence amongft our cattle, — though it has dif- 
trefled and utterly undone io many thoufands, 
yet' what one vifihle alteration has^it made in. the 
courfe of our lives ?— 

And though one would Imagine, that the ne- 

fi^tj. drains of taxes for the onci — and the lofs 



N Digitized by Google 



i62 SERMON XXm 

of rents and property from the others fhouki iw 
Ibme tticaftire have withdrawn the means of gra- 
tifying our palTions, as we have done; — yet what 
appearance is there amongft us that it is fo? — 

What one fafliionable folly or extravagance has 
been checked by it ?— -Is not there the fame Itixu* 
ry and epicurifm of entertainments at our tables ? 
—do we not purfuewith eagernefs the fame giddy 
round of trifling diverfions ? — is not the infe£lion 
diiFufed amongft people of all ranks^ and all ages? 
*— And even grey hairs, whofe fober enmple am! 
manners ought to check the extravagant falHes of 
the thoughtlefs, gay, and unexperienced, — too 
often totter under the fame coftly ornaments, and 
join the general riot. Where vanity, like this^. 
governs the heart, even charity will allow us to 
nippofe, that a confcioufnefs of their inability to 
puriue greater exceflts, is the only vexation of 
ipirit. — ^In truth, the obfervation falls in with the 
main intention of the difco^rfe,~which is not 

framed to flatter your follies, but plainly to 

point them out, and fhew you the general cor- 
ruption of manners, and want of religion i~ 
which idl men fee,-i^and which the wife and good 
io much lament.— 

But the inquirer will naturally go on, and fay, 
though this reprefentation does not anfwer his 
fcxpeSations, that undoubtedly we muft have 
4>rofited by thefe leflbns in other refpeds ;-^that 
though we have not approved pur underftaridihg 
in the fight pf God, by a virtuous ufe of our mif- 
fortunes, t^^^true wifaom; — that we muft have 
improved thc^i however, to political wifdom 
fo that he would fey, — though the Englifli'do not 
appear to be a religious peoplr,— they are at leafl 
a loyal one; — They have h often idi the fcou^ge 
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of rebellion, and have tafted fo much fliarp fruit 
from it^— as to have fet their teeth on edge fof • 
ercn— But, good God t bow would he be afto- , 
niflied to find, — that though we have been fo of- 
ten toft to and fro by our own tern pert uous hu- - 
mours, — that we were not yet lick of the ftorm ; 
—that though we folemnly, on every return of 
this day, hment the guilt of our forefatbeis^ in 
ftaining their hands in blood, — ^we never once 
think of our principles and praftices, which tend 
the fame way ! — and though the providence of God . 
has fet bounds, that they do not work as much 
mifchief,*— as in days or diftra£lion and defo- 
lation, — little reafon have we to afcribe the merit . 
thereof to our own wifdom ; — fo that, when the . 
whole account is ilated betwixt us,: — there feema 
notluag to prevent ^the application of the words in 
the text;— that our iniquities are increafed over 
our heads, and our trefpafs is grown up unto the 
heaven. — ^ince the days of our fathers have we 
^heen in a great trefpafs unto this day$— <uid 
though it is fit and becoming that we weep for 
them, — 'tis much more fo, that we weep for our- 
felves, — that we lament our own corruptions,— 
and the little advantages we have made of, the 
nieccies or cfaaftifements of God,-— or ft'om the 
fins and provocations of our forefathers. — 

This Is the fruit we are to gather, in a day of 
fuch humiliation — and unlefs it produces that 
for QS» by a reformation of our oiannersi and bf 
turnine us from the error of our ways,— >the fer*. 
vice otthis day is more a fenfelefs iniiilt upon the 
memories of our anceftois, — than an honeft de- 
fign to profit by their miftakcs and misfortuneSf 
— and to become wifer and better £rom our re- 
flexions upon them«~ 
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''Till this is done, it avails little, though we 
pray ferventlj to God not to lay their fins to our * 
charge, — ^whilft we have fb many remaining of 

oar own. — Uiilefs we are touched for ourfelves, 
how can we expert he fliould hear our cry? It is- 
the wicked corrupticm of a people which they are 
to thank, for whatever natural calamities they 
fecl;~this is the very flate we are in, — which, by 
difengaging providence from taking our part, — 
will always leave a people expofed to the whole 
force of accidents^ both from vritbtn and with* 
out;— and however ftatefmen may difpute about 
the caufes of the growth or decay of kingdoms, 
—it is for this caufe, a matter of eternal tnub, 
—-that as virtue and veligicm are our only recona* 
niendation Ux God, — that they are, confequently, 
the only true bafis of our happinefs and profperity^ 
on earth. — And however we may Ihelter ourfelves 
under diftinfkions of^arty, — that a wicked man 
is the worft enemy the ftate has ; — and for the 
contrary, it will always be found, that a virtuous 
man is the bed patriot, and the beft fubjeft the 
king has. — And though an individual may lay, 
^hat will my righterafiiefa psofit a nation of 
men ?^ — anfwer, — if it fail of a blefling here 
(which is not likely), it will have one advantage, 
^It will fave thy own foul, and give thee that 
peace at the laft^ which this world cannot take 
a^ay. — • 

Which God, of his infinite mercy, grant us. 
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^^IP'M the riches of bis goodnefs, and foriear* 
j' f"^J°"g Meringf—m inawing thA the 
. zaodnefs of God leadeth 4bte to repentance F 

'So lajrs St. Pa«l. Aad 

• # 

ECCLCSIASTSS VHX. II. 

^ca^fejentenc, agamfl an evil nvork is not cxecuied 
^fly, therefore the heart of the fons ^ pun ii 
fully Jet w them to ^ evil^ - v ■ 

T^hf4?f4V^,J^5i!:i»^^ get no. 

^iT^'-.' -*?"*''^ charaacrof the world, which 
are tullyfet in them fn Ar. cviL— And 



ral outcry ^ainft the ^ckednefs of the S 

butTnoT' So^r*'"'^ to this, ft'ewi 

but too lamentably what gromuU have aU along 
been given for the complaint.— ^ 

of ihe tf«rM 7"** «" the affair, 

CTer foor ? *''f ''^J'^dnefs of it, being 

ever fuch,— fo evidently .feen,—fo fevendy felt 
as naturaUy to induce C^OUC wIk) ^TJ^ 
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lator or a fufPercr, to give the melancholy prcfc- 
xcncc to the times he lived in; as if the corrupti- 
ons of mens manners had not only aceeded the 
repoiits of former days, but the power ahnoib of 
riling above the pitch to uhich the wickednefs of 
the age was arrived. — How far they may have 
been deceived in fuch calculations, I fliall not in- 
x]uire ;-^let it fuffice, that mankind have ever been 
bad, — con fidering what motives they have had to be 
better ; — and taking this for granted, inftcad of de- 
claiming againd it, let us fee whether a difcourfe 
taay not be as ferviceaBIe, by endeavouring, as 
Solomon has here done, rather to give an account 
of it, and by tracing back the evils to their firrt: 
principles^ to direi^ ouif&Lve^ to the true remedy 

againft* them. 

Let it here only. be premifed-,-.— th^t the wick- 
, cdnefs either of the prefcnt or paft times, what- 
cv>ex fcandal and- reproach it brings upon Chriili*. 
ansj— ought not in reafon to reflet dishonour 
upon Chriilisinity, which is fo apparently well 
framed to make us good, — that there is not a 
greater paradox in nature, — than that lo good a 
religion (Iiould be no better recommendecl tif it% 
profeflorsv— Though thi^ may fecm a paradox^-— 
'tis ftill, I fay, no objeftion, though it has often 
been made ufe of againft Chriflianity :— fince, if 
the morals of men are not reformed, it is not 
owing to a dth£t in the revelation, but 'tis OMring 
to the fame caufes whii;h defeated all the ufe and 
intent of reafon, — before revelation was given. — 
For fetting alide the obligations which a divine.law« 
lays upon us, — ^whoever confiders the ftate/and- 
condition of human nature, and upon this view»; - 
how much ftronger the natural motives are to vir- 
tue ths^ tQ vic<?| would expert to.fiad the wojld. 

.much ' 
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ftiucli better than it l^, or ever has been. — For 

v;ho would fuppofe the generality of niankind 
to betray fo much folly, as to a£l: againft the 
common iirtereft of their own kind, as evci y h^ivii 
docs who yields to the temptation of what is 
w rong ? 'But on the other fide, — if men firfl: look 
into the pra6\ice of the worltl, and there obfcrve 
the ftrange prevalcncy of vice, and how willing 
men are to defend, as well as to commit it,— one 
Would think they believed that all difcourfcs etf 
virtue and honsfly, were mere macter of fpeciila- . 
tion, for men to entertain fome idle hours with 
and fay truly, that men feemed univerfally to be' 
agreed in nothing, but in fpeaking well, and doing 
ill. Bat this calls no more dillionour upon rea- 
fon, than it docs upon revelation 5 — the truth of 
the cafe being this,: — ^that^no motives have bcoiv 
great enough to reftrain thofe from fin, tvho have 
Iccretly loved it, and only fouglit pretences for 
the practice of it. So that if the light of tlie gol- 
pel has not left a fufhcicnt provifion againft the 
v^ickcdnefs of the world,-— -the true anfwcr is, 
that there can be none. Tis fuiricicnt, that the 

. excellency of Chriftianity in doctrine and pre- 
cepts, and Its proper tendency to make us virtu- 
bus as well as happy, is a ftrong evidence of ils^ 
divine original, and thefe advantages it has above 

^ny inditution that ever waa- in the world,: it 
gives the bell dite£lions,. the bed examples, — the 
grcateft encouragements, — ^the bell helps, and the 
greateft obligation to gratitude. But as religion 
Avas not to work upon men by way of force and 
natural neccliity, but by moral perfuafion, which . ' • 
jfets good and evil before them ^ fo that,_if men 
have power to do evil, or chufe the good, and 
will abufe it, tliis cannot be avoided. N'.t only ' 

P z rcligi&ii^. 
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religion, but even reafon itfelf, muft neceflnrily 
imply a freedom of choice 5 and ail the beings in 
the ixrorld, which have it^ were created free to 

''ftand, or^ec to fall :. and therefore, men that 
will not be wrought upon by this way of addrefs^ 
muft expeft, zni\ be contented, to feel the ftroke 

• of that rod which is prepared fof the back of fools^ 
oft-times in this world, but undoubtedly in the 
next, from the han'fs of a righteous governor, 
who will finally reader to evcrj man according ta 
his works. 

Becaufe this fentence is not always executed ' 

f^eedify, is the wife man^s account of the gene- 
ral licentioui'nefs which prevailed through the 
race of mankind^ — ^fo early as his days; and we 
xnay allow it a place, amongft the many other 
fatal caufes of depravatfon iii our own v a few 
of which, I fliall begjeave to add to this expli- 
cation of the wife man's ; fubjoining a few praC:* 
tijcal cautions .in relatipn. to each, as I go a*^ 
long. — ' 

To begin with Solomon's account in the text, 
-Hthat becaufe fentence againft an evil work is 
not executed fpeedily, therefore the hearts of the 
fons of men are fully fet in them to do evil.-— * 

It feems fomewhat hard to underftand the con- 
fequence, why men iliould grow more defperate- 
ly wicked,, becaufe God is merciful^ and gjves 
them fpace to repent $ this is no natural eue&j^ 
nor does the wife man intend toinfinuate that the 
goodnefs and long-fuffcring of God, is the caufe 
of the wickeduefs of man, by a ilireft efficacy to 
harden linners in their courfe» But the fcope ef 
his difcourfe is this, Beeaufe a vicious^ man e^ 
fcapes at prefent, he is apt to draw falfe conclu- 
4ions from it^ and fiom the delay of QoD'spur* 

^ nilhment 
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niHimcnt in this life, either to conceive them at 
fo remote a diftance, or pcrh.ips fo uncertain^, 
that though he lias fome doubtiul misgivings of 
die future, yet he hopes in the main, that his . 
fears arc greater than his danger ; and from ob* 
ferving fome of the v/orfl of men both live and 
die, without any outward tefliniony o£ God'^ 
wrath, draws from thence foirfe flattering ground, 
of encouragement for himfelf, and with the ^ick-*- 
ed jn tlie pfdm, fivs in his heart, Tufh, I Hiall 
never be call down, there fliall no harm bappeii 
unto me:— as if it was neccflary, if God is to 
punifh at all, that he niuft do it prefently *- 
which, by t!ie \vay, would rather fecm to befpealc 
rage and fury of an incenfed party, than the de- 
termination of a wife- and- patient judge, wbd* 
rafpites punifliment to another ftattf, declaring, 
(or the wiicfi: rcan)n.s, this is not the time for it - 
to take place, — but that he has appointed a day 
for it, wherein he will judge the world in righ- 
tcoufnefs, and make fuch unalterable diftin^bions* 
betwixt the good and bad, — to render his fu- 
ture judgiricnt a t^'ull vindic uio:i of hi-s jufUce. 

Th t mankind have ever made an ill ufe of. 
this forbearance,, is^ and I fear will ever be, the 
cafe: and St. Peter, in his dcfcription of the* 
fcofFcrs in the later d '•ys, wlio, he t; lis us, (hall, 
walk aft^r their own lulls, (tl-.; woilb of all cha— 
fartci-ft) he gives the fame fad folution- of what 
(houid be their unhappy encoura^a ment ; for that' 

they woLild r:iv,-=-— \Vhc re is i!vj jjrc mile f where* ^ 
is the threatening, or declaration of, trxyrtKU^- 
cf his coming, for fince the fathers tell aflccp, ult 
things continue as they were from the beginnings 
of the creation; — th.:t is, the woild goes on in. 
the fame uninterrupted ccurfe, wbeie all thin gs 
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alrk« to all» without any ifiterpofition Troi» . 
above, or any outward tokeaof divine difpleafure r 

upon this ground, " Come ye," Cay they, as the 
prophet reprefents them, " I will fetch wine, 
and we will HIl ourfelves with Arong drink, and 
^to-morrow ihali be with us as this day, and much 
snore abundant.'* 

Now, if you confider, you will find, that all 
this falfe way of reafoning, doth arife from that 

frofs piece of £elf-flattery^ that fueh do imagine 
lod to be like themfelves, — that is, as cruel and 
revengeful as they are, — and they prefcntly think, 
if a fellow-creature offended them at the rate that * 
finuers ase iaid to oftend God, and they had as* 
much power in ^eir hands to punifli and torture ^ 
' them, as he has, they would be fure to execute 

it fpeedily ^ but becaufe they fee God does it 

not, therefore they conclude, that all the talk o£ 
God's anger agalnft vice, and his future punifh* 
ment of it, — is mere talk, calculated for the ter- 
ror of old women and children.^ — ^Thus fpeak theyt ^ 
peace to their fouls, when there is no peace;, ^ 
—for though a finner, (which the wife man adda 
by way of caution after the text) for though a 
fmner. do evil a hundred times, and his days ba " 
prolonged upon the earth,~-yet fure I know, that 
.itfhall.be well with them thai! fear God, — but 
fliall not be well with the wicked. Upon which: 
argunii^nt, the pfalmift, fpeaking in the name o£ 
God„ uics this remonflrance to one under thia- 
fatal miilake,, which has roifled thoufands^— « 
" thefe things thou didft, *and I kept filence : andi 
it fcenis this filence was interpreted into confent 
'»for it follows — and thou thoughteft I was alto- 
gether fuch a one as thyfelf:^---but the pfalmift 

addsj^ haw ilLhc took tbis^ at mens hands, and! 

that • 
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Azt they {hould not know the differeace^betweea 

the forbearance of finners,— and hi* negleft of 
their fms ; — but I will reprove thee, and let them y 
in order before thee.— Upon the whole of which^ 
ht bid& them be better advif^d^ and confidcr, kft^ 
while they forget God^ he pltfck'them away, and. 
there be none to deliver them.— 

Ihus much for the firit groand and cau£s 
which the text gives, why the hearts of the fona^ 
, ef men are fo fuUy fet in them- te do evil )-^upoa 
which 1 have only one or two cautions to add- 
That, in the firft place, we frequently deceive 
ourfdves in the cakulatFon that fenrence fball not 
be fpeediiy exeeuted.— -By fad experience, "vicious 
and debauched men find this matter to turn out 
very different in praftfce, from their exptclations 
in theory;. God having fo contrived the nature of 
things throughout the whole fyiiem of moral du« " 
ties, — that every vice, in fome meafure, ihould 
immediately revenge itfelf upon the doer; — that 
falfliood, and uniair dealing, ends in diilruil and 
diflionour;^ — that drunkenneb and debauchery^. 
• fhould weaken the thread of life, and cut it fo 
fhort, that the tranfgreflbr fliall not live out half 
bis daysi — ^that pride fliouid be followed by mor- 
tifications,-Textra.vagance by poverty and diftrefs|. 
—that the rev:engenil and malicious, (hould be 
the greateft tormentor of himfelf, — the perpetual 
difturbance of his owa mind, being fo immcdiata 
a chaftifement, as to verify what the wife man 
(ays upon it,— —That as the merciful man does. 

food to his own foul, (b he that is cruel, truu- 
leth his own flefti. 
In all which cafes, there is a puniiliment inde^ 
pendent of thefe, and that is, the puniftiment 
vJuch. a man's t)wn mind takes upon itfdi^ from 

• * the 
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the remorfe of doiiig what is wrong. — Prima eft 
kite uliioy — this is the lirfl revenge which (what- 
ever other puniihments he may clcape) is fure 
to follow clofe upon his heels, and haunts him 
whcrcfoercr he goes ; — ^for whenever a man com- 
mits a wilful b.id aciion,- — he drinks down poi-- 
Ion, Avhich, though it may work llowly,. willJ 
work fureiy, and give him perpetual pamg ani 
heart-aches, and, if no means be ufcd to expel* 
it, will deilroy him at laft. So that, nutwith- 
ftanding that final ientciice of God is not execu- 
ted -Tpeedily in e3ca£l weight and meafure, there is* 
neverthelefs a fentence executed, which a man's, 
cu n confcience pionounces againft him ; and 
every wicked man, I believe, icels as rcu^uhir a 
procels withifi his own b'reaft,.commenced againft 
himfetf, and finds himfelf as much accufed, and: 
as evidently and impartially condemned for what^ 
lu iias tlone amils, as if he' had received fentence 
btrore the moft awful tribunal; which judgiiient; 
of confcience, as it can be looked upoti in no other 
]I^:i't but as an anticipation of that righteous and 
unalterable llntence which will be pronounced 
hercaiter, by that Being to whom he is finally to- 
give an account of his actions — cannot conceive: 
the ftafc of his mind, under any charafler, thaHi 
of that anxious doubtfulnefs defcribed by the pro- 
phet. That the wicked are like the tioubled lea,, 
when i t cannot reft, whofe waters call up mire 
and filth. " , • 

A fecond caution againft this uniform ground' 
of falle hope, in fentence not bein^ executed, 
fpeedily, will arife from this confidcration,— 
That in our vzm calculation of this diilant point- 
of retribution, we generally refpitc it to the day 
cf judgnicut^ and aa that may be a thoufand, or 

teai 
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ten thoufand years off, it proportionably leflens 
the terron To re^Hfy this miftake, we ihould 
firft coniider, that the diftance of a thing no way * 
alters the nature of it. — 2dly, That we are de- 
ceived in this diitant profpe<^, not confideringy 
that hoi^ever far off we may fix it ip this belief^ 
that in h£tj it is no farther off from every man^ 
than the day of his own death. — And how cer- 
tain that day is^ we need not furely be remind- . 
ed : — *Vis the certainty of the matter^ and o£ 
an event which will as lurely come to pafe^ as that 

the fun fhall rife to-morrow morning, that 

fhould enter as much into our calculations, as if 
it was hanging over our heads.— For though, in 
our fond imaginations, we dream of living many 
years upon the earth ; how unexpeftedly are we 
fummoned from it? — How oft, in the ftrengch 
of our age, in the midfl of our proje^is, when 
we are promifing oorfelves the eaie of majny 
years ? how oft, at that very time) and in the 
height of this imagination, is the decree fealed, 
and the commandment gone f 01 th, to call usima 
{mother world ? 

. /This may fufHce for the exaxninatim of this- 

one great caufc of the corruption of the world ; 
from whence I fliould proceed, as I purpofed, 
to an inquiry after {ome other unhappy caufes^ 
which have a {hare in this evil. But I have 
taken up fo much more of your time in this, than 
I firfl: intended, that I fhall defer what I have 
to fay, to the next, occafion, and put an end to 
this difcourfe, by an anfwer to. a queiUon of(ex» 
aflced, relatively to this argument, in prejudice 
of Chrillianity, which cannot be more feafon- 
ably anfwered, than in a difcourfe at this time|, 
9Qid that is> Whether the Chriftian religion has 

done 
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done the wmld any fervlcc in rcfcnrraing the live* 
and morals of mankind, which fome who pre- 
tend to have conlulered the prefcnt ftatc of vice, 
feem to doubt of ?-r — ^This objcvliion I, in fome 
meafure^. have pinticipated in the beginning of 
this difcourfe ; and what I have to add to that 
argument is this, — That as it is iiiipoilible to de- 
cide the point, by evidence o-f fatts, which at fa 
great a diflance cannot be brought together and 
compared, it muA: be dtecided by reafon, and the 
probability of things ; upon which iflue, one 
might appeal to the mort: profelTed dcifl, and truft 
him lo determine,*~-whcther thelives^of thofe 
who are fet'loofe from all obligations, but thofe 
of cOnveniency, can be conipared with thofe 
who have been bleft with the extraordinary light 
of a religim? — ilnd whether fo juft and holy a. 
religion as the Chridian, which fets restraints even 
upon owr thoughts, a religion which gives us the 
mod engaging icicas of the perfciftions of God, 
—at the lame time that it impicAes the nioft aw- 
ful ones -of his ^ajcfty and power i — a Being rich 
in mercies, but if they arc abufed, terrible in his 
judgments ; one corxiiantly about our fecret paths^ 
about our beds^ who fpieth out ail our waySj, 
noticeth all our actions, and is fo pure in his na«. 
ture, that he will punifli even the wicked* imagi- 
nations of the heart, and has appointed a day 
wherein he will enter into this inquiry, and exe- 
cute judgment according as we have deferved ?, 

If either the hopes or fears, the paffions or rear 
fon of men are to be wrought upon at all, fuch 
principles muft have an efietl, though, I own, 
very far Oiort of what a thinking man Ihould ex- 
pert from ftich motives. 

No 
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No doubt) there is great room for amendment 
in the Chriftian world, and the profcflbrs of our 

holy religion, may in general be laid to be a very 
corrupt and bad generation of men, confidering 
what reafonvS and obligations they have to be bet- 
ter. — ^Yet ftill I affirm, .if thofe reftraints were lef- 
fened,— the world would be infinitely worfe ; and 
therefore, we cannot fufficiently blefs and adore 
thegoodnefs of God, for thefe advantages brought 
by the coming of Chrift, which pod grant that 
we may live to be more defcrving of; that, in 
the lad day, when he fball come again to judge 
the worlds we may rife to life immortal* Amen. 
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WHOEVER ferioufly refle^b upon the 
ftate and. condition of ma^ and look« 
upon |h?t dark fide of it, which qp^eleiits bit 
li/e as open to fo many caufe^ of trouble ; — when 
he fees how often he eats the bread of affli£lion, 
and that he is born to it as naturally a$ Uie ^rka 
fiy upward^9w>tha( no rank'0r4cgrees of men are 
CKempted from this tawt>f our beings : but that 
all, from the high cedar of Libanus to the hum- 
ble ^rub upon the wall, are ihook in their tvurns 
by ^numberleft calamities and diftrefTes : whtn 
one fits down and looks upon this gloomy fide 
of things, with all the forrowful changes and, 
chances which furround us, — at firft fight, would 
not one wonder, how the fgirit of a man could 
hear the infir^iities of his natiire» and what it is 
that fupports him, as it does, under the many 
evil accidents which he meets with in his paflage 
through the vajley of tears i Without fome cer« 
^n a^ within us to bear us up, fo tender a frame 
as ours, would be but ill fitted to encounter what 
generally befals it in this rugged journey : and 
accordingly we find, that we are fo curjouily 
wrought Dj an all- wife hand, with a view to 
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this, that in the very compofition and texture- of 

our nature, there is a remedy and provifion left 
againft moft of the evils we fufFer ; we being fo 
ordered^ that the principle of felf-love given us 
ibr prefervatioiii comes in here to our aid^ by 
opening a door of hope, and in the worft emer- 
gencies, flattering us with a belief, that we fliall 
extricate ourfelves, and live to fee better days. 
This expe&ation, though in faft* it no way 
. alters, the nature of the crofs-accidents to which 
'••we ly open, or docs at all pervert the courfe of 
thqm, yet impofcs upon the fenfe of them, an<^ 
like a fecrefc' fprili>g in a well-contrived machine^ 
though it etott^r prevent^ at leaft it counterba- 
lances ther]fre0Tfre, arid fo bears up this totter-' ' 
ing tender fr^Yr^e, under many a violent fliock and 
hard joftliiig, which othe^wife would unavoid- • 
ably overwhelm *it. Withsait fuch an inward re- 
fource, fW)m an inclination, which is natural to 
man, to truft and hope for redrefs in the mod 
deplorable conditions, bis ftate in this life would ^ 
be, of all creatures, the moft miferaUe/ When 
his mind was either wrung with affli£l:ion, or his 
body lay tortured with the gout or flone, did he 
think that in this world there Ihould be no refpit^ 
to his forrow ; could he believe the pains he en- ^ 
dured would continue equally. lintenfe, without 
remedy, without intermiffion ; with what de- 
plorable lamentation would he languiih out his 
day, — and how fwcet, as Job fays, would the 
^ . 4:lods of tie valley be to him P But fo fad a perfua- 
fion, whatever grounds there may be Ibmetimes 
• for it, fcarce ever gets full poflefFion of the* 
mind of man, which by nature llrugglcs againft 
defpair; fo tb^t whatever part of us fuffers, the » 
darkeft mind inilantly ufhers in this relief to it, 

points 
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pukits out 46 hope, -encemrages to buiid, though . 

on a fandy foundation, and raifes an expe£lation 
in us, that things will come to a fortunate iflue. 
And indeed it is fonfiething furprifijig to confider 
Skc Arange foree of tkis pafiion ; ii^at wimders 
it has wrought in fupporting mens fpirits in all 
ages, and under fuch inextricable difficulties, that 
iboy haxre Cbmetimes hoped^ as the apoille expref- 
Ces itf even againft hqpe, againft aU ItkeliJiood i 
und 4ia¥e lowed forwards with comfort under 
misfortunes, when there has been little or nothing 
to favour fuch ;an expe^^ion. 
This flattering propenfity in u^, whieb I hs?e 
' flere reprefented, as it is built upoo one of the 
moft deceitful of human paffions, — ^that is, felf- 
jovej which at all times inclines us to think bet<^ 
ter of ourfelvQSy and OQAditions» than there is 
gfbond'for ; how great foever the reHef is, which 
a man draws from it at prefent, it too often dif- 
appoints in the end, leaving him to go on his 
way forrowing,: — mourning, as the jfophet lay%. 
thait his ihope is loft- So that,; after ?ilf in our 
feverer trials, we ftill find a ncceffity of calling in 
fomethlng to aid this principle, and diredl it fo> 
lhat it may not wander with this uncejptain ex- 
pe&atiim ^ what jaazf never be aG€OQipUflied». 
but dm Md£ upon a proper obje£t of traft and re^ 
JiiancCj.that is able to fulfil our defires, to hear our 
cry, and. to. help us. Thepafiiohof hope, with^ 
put thi^^ though in ftraics a man may fupport %i$ 
i^ritf for a time ^ith a general expectation oiF 
better fortune j yet, like a fhip tofled without a 
pilot upon a troublefome fea, it may float upon 
the furface fQr.\a while, but is never, never likclji. 
to be bfou^t to the baven' where jt would be*. 
ICo^ccomplifli thisi reafon and reli^on are called 
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in at length, and join with nature in cxhortifrg 
us to hope ; but to hope in God, in whofe hands 
are the iiTucs of life ' and death, and wichout 
whofe knowledge and permiflion we know that 
not a hair of our heads can fall to the ground* 
Strengthened with this anchor of hope, which 
keeps us ftedfaft, when the rains defcend, and 
the floods come upon us,— .however the forrows of 
a man are multiplied^ he bears up his head, looks 
towards heaven with confidence, w^aiting for the 
falvation of God : he then builds upon a rock 
againft which the gates of hell cannot prevail 
He may he troubled, it is trae, on every fide^ 
Jbut lhall not be diftrefTed, — perplexed, yet not in 
defpair : though he walks through the valley of 
the fliadow of death, even then he fears no evil ; 
this lod and this ftafF comfort him. 
\ The virtue of this had been fufficiently tried 
by David, and had, no doubt, bcv n of ufe to him 
in the courfe of a life full of aiHi^lions : many 
of which were fo great, that he declares, that he 
ihould verily have fainted under the fenfe and 
apprehenfion of them, but that he believed to fee 
the goodnefs of the Lord in the land of the living. 
He believed 1 — ^how could he do otherwife ? He 
had all the convi£lion that reafbn and infpira^ 
tion could give him,~that there was a Being in 
whom every thing concurred which could be the 
proper objeft of trull and confidence ; power to 
hdp, and goodnefs always to incline him to do 
it. He knew this' infinite Being, though -his 
dwelling was fo high, that his glory was above 
the heavens, yet humbled himfelf to behold the 
things that are done in heaven and earth : that he 
was not an idle and diftant 4pe£^tor of what pafled 
tjiepe, but that be was a prefent hdp in time of 
. ' , trouble .2; 
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, trouble : that he bowed the heavens, and came 
down to over-rule the courfe of (hings i deliver- 
the popr^ and him that was in mifery, froin 
him that was too ftrong for him ; liftmg the 
♦{jmple out, of his diftrefs, and guarding him by 
his providence, fo that no man fliould do him 
wrong: that neither the fun ihould fmite him by 
day, neither the moon by night. Of this the 
pfalmift had fuch evidence from his obfervation 
on the life of others, with the ftrongeft convicfli- 
Cn, at the fame Itimei which a long life, full of 
peribnal deliverances, could give ^ all which taught 
him the value of the leflbn in _ the text, from 
which he had received fo much encouragement 

• himl'elf, that hjC tranfmits it for the benefit of the 
whole race of mankind after him, to fupport 

• them, as it had done him, under the affli£lions 

• which befel him. * ' ' 

' Tri/Ji in God; as if. he had faid, Whofo^- 

fver. thou art, that fhall hereafter fall into any 
fuch ftraits or troubles 'as I have experienced^ 
learn by my example where to feek for fuccour j 
— truft not in princes, nor in any child of man^, 
for there is no help in them : — ^^he fons of meni 

' ^o arc of low degree, are vanity, and are not 
able to help thee;— men of high degree are a 
lie, too often deceive thy hopes, and will not 
help thee : but thou, when thy foul is in heavi« 
nefs, turn thy eyes, from the earth, and look up 
towards heaven, to that infinitely kind and pow- 
erful Being, who neither flumbereth nor fleep- 
eth; who is a prefent help in time of trouble: 
defpond not, and fay within thyfelf, why his 
chariot wheek ftay fo long ? and why he vouch-' 
fafcth thee not a fpeedy relief? but arm thyfelf 

. iti thy misfortunes, with patience and fortitude i 
" ' * ^ truft. 
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tmfk in •God, who iees HI tbofe conflicts .under 
which thou laboureft; who knows thy neceflitief 
Afair ofF, and puts all thy tear^ iatp his bottle 

&es eveiy careful tbought md pedSve lopic^ 
and hears every figh and melancholy groan thou 
juttereft. 

In all thy exigencie8 truft and depend i^imi 
nor ever doubt^ but he who hearetb the jcry of 
the fatherkfs^ and defendeth the taufe of the wi^ 
dow, if it is juft, will hear thine, and either 
lighten thy burden, and let thee go free ; or^ 
which is die .famei if that feems not meet, by 
adding ifarength to thy miqdy to en^e Aee 
fuftain what he has fufFered to be laid upon thee. 

Whoever recollefts the particular pfalms faid 
|o be composed by this great maa, under the feve* 
ral di^efles and .crofs-i^deiita of his life, wi3l^ 
perceive the juftice of this paraphrafe, which 13 
agreeable to the ftrain of reafoning, which runs 
iWough, whic^ i& little elfe than a ire:Coll^^o9 
f»f bis own wfMTds and thoughts upon thde occa* 
jGons^ in all which he appears to have been no 
Jefs Cgnal in his affliAions, than in his piety, and 
in that goodnefs of fowl wbiicb he difcover^ iwder 
jthem* I faid, the reflexions upon his pwn Ijtft 
and providential efcapes> which he had eiLperien- 
ced, had had a fliare in forming thcfe religious fen- 
^iments of truft in his mind, which had fo early 
taken ropt^ that when he was goin|r jto 6ght the 
Philiftinei vrhea he vvia^ l>ut a youi^ and ftood 
before Saul, he had already learned to argue in- 

this manner: Let no man's heart fail him; 

^hy fervant kwt hi^ father's (heep, and t^ere came 
a lion and' a jbear^ and took a hamh out of the 
4ock, and I went out after hini^ and fmote him, 
^iid d^Uvered it pvit 0/ his mquth^ find when he 

arofe 
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^orofe againft me, I caught him by the beard, and 

fmote him, and fltw him ; thy ftTvant flew both 
the Jion and the bear, and this uncircumcifed Phi- 
liftine will be as one of them; for the Lord, who 
tdeliyered me out of the paw of the lion, and out . 
of the paw of the bear, he will alfo deliver me 
out of his hand. 

The conclufion was natural, and the expe- 
rience ^hich every man bas^had of God*s fortner - 
loving kirmlnefs and proteftion to him, either in 
dangers or dillrefs, docs unavoidal^lv engage him • 
to tbink in the fame train, it is o^ icrvabJe, that 
the aipoftle St. Paul,'en<!ouraging the Corinthians 
to bear with patience the trials incident to human 
tiature, rem.inds them of the deliverances that 
God did formerly ,.v.ouchfafe to him, and his fel- 
low-labourers, Paius and Ariftarchusv. and ori 
that •grmmd»buHds t rock 'of iencouragement, for 
future truft and dc]>eudence on him. His life haa , 
been in very great jeopardy at Ephefus, where 

'he had like to have been brought out to the 
V theatre, to be devoured by wild beafts, s^nd indeed^ 

*had no human means to avert, and confequenthy 
to efcapc it ; and therefore, he tells them,^ 
that he had this advantage by it, that the more hp 
believed he ihould be put to death, the more He 
was engaged, by his deliverance, never to depend 

* on any worldly truft, but only on God, who can 
refcue from the gieateft extremity, even from 
the grave and death itfelf. For we would not, 
brethren, fays he, have you ignorant of our trou-^ 
ble, which came to us in Afia, that we were 
prelTed out of meafure, above our (trength, info- 
much, that we defpaired even of life ^ but we had 
the fentence of death in ourfelves, that we fhould 
not truft ki ourfelvcs, but in God, who raifeth- 

the 
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the dead, who delivered us from fo great a deaths 
tnd dotb detiver, and in whom ve truft that h# 
viU ftUl deliver us. 

And indeed, a ftronger argument cannot be 
brought for future truft^ than the remenabrance 
of part protection ; for, what ground or reaiba 
can I have to diftruft the kindnefs of that perfoti, 
)irho has always been my friend and benefaftor ? 

On whom can I better rely for afTiltancc in the 
4ay of my diftrefs, than on him who ilood by me 
in all mii^e affli&ion ?. and, when I was at thtf 
brink of deftrufUon, delivered me out of all my 
troubles? Would it not be highly ungrateful^ 
and refie^ either upon his goodness or his fu&t 
cieocy^ to <]iftruft tbaf prbvidencet which has.al^ 
ways had a watchful eye over me i and who^ ac<« 
cording to his gracious promifes, will never leave 
me, npr forfake me | and whp, in all my wants^ in 
ldl my emergencies^ has keen . abundantly morie 
willing to give, than I to a& it ?-^If the former 
and the later rain have hitherto defcended upon 
the earth in d^e feafon, and feed-time and har-» 
veil have never yet failed y — ^wby fliould I fear 
famine in the land, or doubti but that he who 
fcedeth the raven, and providently catereth for 
the fparrow, (hould likewife be my comfort ? How 
tinlikely is it that ever he ihould fuffer his truth 
folsiil^*«-This. train of reflection, from thecon« 
(ideration of pad mercies, is fuitable and natural, 
to all mankind ; there being no one, who, by 
calling to mind God's kindnefl'es, which have beea 
ever of old^ but will fipccaulc to apply the argu* 
ment to himfelf* 

And though, in looking back upon the events 
which have befallen „us, we are apt to .attribute 
$oo,iyiuch tq the arni of flefli| in recountu^ the- 

more 
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Mote ittcctfrfvl pitti of thcMI ; fayingi My wif- 

dom, my parts, and addref», extrictted Ine from 
this misfortune ; my forefight and penetration 
faved me from a fecond ; my courage^ and the 
' AiightiM^ of my ftrength, carticid me tkroogh « 
AiM : howei^ we are actuftomed to talk in thiar . 
manner, yet, whoever cooly fits down, and refleiis 
upon the many accidents (though very improperly 
ealted fo) whieh have befoUen hint in the coihfe 
^ Ms fife ; when he confidefs the many amazing 
turns in his favour, fometimes in the moft un* 
^omifing cafes, and often brought about by the 
meft unUkely caufea; when he remembefs the 
ppHTlhnilar providencea whieh have gone idong 
with him, the many perfonal deliverances which 
have preferved him, the unaccountable manner 
in which he has been enabled to get through dif • 
fkukke^ irhteh <Hk «H iidea befet him, on one 

time of his life, or the ftrength of mind he found 
himfelf endowed with, to encounter affliftions, 
whicb f^il upon him at another period : — where is 
the mMf I fzjf who looks back with the leaft re« 
ligious ieirfe, upoh'whdt has thus happened to 
him, who could not give you fufficient proofs of 
God's powCT, and his arm over him, and recount 
ieversd cafes, wherein the God of Taa>b was his 
hdp, and the Holy One ffirael Itis redeemer f 
Haft thou ever lain upon the bed of languifli- 
ing, or laboured under a grievous diftempcr which 
threatened thy life? CsSl to mind thyfbrrowfui 
jslfld penfrve fpirit at that time ; and aiM to it» 
who it was that had mercy on thee, that brought 
thee out of darknefs and the (hadow of deaths and 
made all thy bed in thy (ickneis. 
BtiKth the fcantinefa of dij CMdhion hurried 
* in^to great ftraits and dimcultieai and brought 
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thee almoft to diftraclion ? Confider who it was 
that fpread thy table in that wilderneis of. though tj. 
•7-whowasit made thy cup to oyerflow^^wha 
added a friend of confolation to thee, and there<^ 
by fpakc peace to thy troubled mind. Haft thou 
ever fuftained any confiderable damage in thy 
ftock or trade i Bethink thyfelf who it was th^ 
gave thee a (erene and contented mind under thole 
lolTwis. If thou haft recovered, confider who it 
was that repaired thofe breaches, when thy own 
iPeill and endeavours failed : call to mind whofe 
providence has blefled them fince,— whofe hand 
it was that has fince fet a hedge about thee, and 
made all that thou haft done to profper. Haflr 
thou ever been wounded in thy more tender parts, 
thro' the. lo{k of an obliging hufband ?• or haft 
thou been torn away from the embraces of a dear 
and promifing child, by its imexpe£led death ? — 

O confider, whether the God of truth did not 
approve himfelf a father to diee, when fatherlefs, 
or a hufband to tbee, when a widow ; and has 
either given thee a name better than that of fons 
and daughters, or even beyond thy hope,— made 
thy remaining tender branches to grow up tall 
and beautiful, like the cedars of Libanus. 

Strengthened by thefc confiderations, fuggeft- 
ing the fame, or like paft deliverances, either to 
thyfelf, thy friends or acquaintance^ thou wilt 
learn this great leflbn in the text,* in all thy exi- 
gencies and diftreffes, to truft God and what- 
ever befals thee, in the many changes and chances 
of this mortal life, to^ fpeak comfort to thy^foul^ 
and to fay, in the words of Habakki^k the pro* 
phet, with which I conclude, 

Although the fig-tree fliall not bloflbm, neither 
ihaU fruit be in the vines i altboMgh. the bbow; 

" of 
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of the oliTe (hall fail, and the fields (hall vield w 

meat ^ although the flock (hall be cut off from the 
fold, and theie fhall be no herd in the (lalls ; yet 
we will rejoice in the Lord^ and Joy in the God 
of our falvation. 

To whom be all honour and glory, now and 
Sot ev^. Amefu 



\ 



Vol. V. 



R 



SERMON 



Digitized by Google 



Digitized by Google 



SERMON XXXV. 



« 



Digitized by Google 



I 



"Digitized by Google 



• r 

SERMON XXXV, 



.Btti if a man came ffrejumptuoujly upon hts netzA^ 
boHTj io Jlay him with guile j'^thou Jbali take mm- 
from tny altar y that he may die. 



AS tlw €ikd and happy refult of fociety, wa^ 
oar mafiudf protefHon from the dcpr cd ^ 
ciofiniritkh maliee and arance laya us opcn.to,— 

fo have the laws of God laid proportionable 
ftraints againft fucb violations as would defeat us 
ol tmeh a fectirit^. Of all otiicr attacks ^rhich 
€an. be aiade againft iMy*^*^tliae of a man'a life,*— 
which is his all,- — being the greateft, the of- 
fence, in God's difpenfation to. the Jews, was 
-denounced as- the mo& beinous, — and reprefentecl' 
as noft mpardDBabte* At the hand of 
manual biMher wiB I require the life of man. 
Whoib Uieddeth man's blood, by man (hall his 
blood be fiied^ Ye ihall tdke no fatisfactioo for 
the life of a murdeiier he iliatt: furely be mt to 
death. So ye ikall nor pollute the fand wherein, 
ye are, — for blood defileth the land % and the 
land cannot be deanfed of blood that is ilied 
therein, bat by the blood of him that Ihed it*. 
Vor this reafen, by the lawi of aU cttiliMd na- 
tions, in all parts of the globe, it has been pu- 
niihed with death. 

B^l Somr 
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Some civilized and wife communities have fo 
far incorporated thefe fevere difpenfsrtions into- 
tbeir municipal laws^ as to allow of no diftinc- 
tion betwixt murder and homicide^ a t l^aft m 
the penalty; leaving the intentions of the fe- 
veral parties concerned in it to that Being who 
knows the heart, and will adjuft the differences 
of the cafe hereafter. This falls, no doubt, 
heavy upon particulars, — ^but it is urged for the 
benefit of the whole. It is not the bufinefs of 2c 
preacher to enter into an examination of the 
grounds and reafons for fo feeming a feveriiy.. 
Where moft feverci^hey have proceeded, no- 
doubt, from an excefs of abhorrence of a 'crime, 

— which is, of all others, moft terrible and 

fliocking in its own. nature,-^aad the moft dijeQ: 
attack smd ftroke at fociety,^-*-Ma3 the. fecufity of 
a man's life was the firft protedion of fociety,— «- 
the ground-work of all the other bleffings to be 
delired from fuch a compact* Thefts — opprefr 
£ons,— exadion^ and viojenoes of tiiat kind, cut 
off the branches r4his fmote the root : ■ a ll 
perifhed with it ; — the injury irreparable. No 
after-a£l could make amends, for it. What iOr 
compence can he give to a man in exchange for 
his life? What fatisfa^on to the widow,^— thie 
fatherlcfs, — ^to the family,^the friend8,r-^he re- 
lations cut off from his protection, and render- 
ed perhaps deftitute, — perhaps miferable for ever ! 

No vfondf tithsitf by the. liw, of- nature, this 
crime was alwsrys purfued with the oM^ extreme 
vengeajnce ; which made the barbarians to judge,, 
when th^y faw St. Paul upon the point of dyinif a- 
fu(|den and lerrifying death, — No doubt this man- 
• a. murderer \, who, tho' he has dEcaped the fea,. 
y<ei; vengeance fuffci eih not to Jive.. 
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• The cenfure there was rafli and uncharitable \ 
but the honefl deteilation of the crime was up- 
permcrft* They .faw a dreadful panifhmenty—- 
they thought ; and in feeing the pne,— *thev fuf- 
pefted the other. And the vengeance whicn had 
overtaken the holy man, was meant by them the* 
vengeance and puniikment of the almighty Being, 
wihofe pfovidence and honour was conctaied in 
purfuing him^ from the place he had fled from, 
Tto that ifland. 

The honour and authority of God is moft evi- 
dently ftruck at, moft certainlv, in every fuch 
crime, — ajid therefore he would purfue it; — it 
being the reafon, in the ninth of Gencfis, upon 
which the prohibition of murder is grounded^-— 
for in the im^ of God created he man as if 
fo attempt the life of a man had ibmetfaing in it 
4)eculiarly daring and audacious ; not only fhock- 
jiig as to its coufequence above all other crimes,, 
of perfonal violence and indignity againft 

. God) the author of our life and death* That it 
is the higheft aft of injuftice to man, and which 
will admit of no compenfation, — I have faid. — But 
the depriving a man of life, does^ comprehend 
die whole of his fuffering ; ■ h e may be cut off 

. in an unprovided or difordercd condition, with re- 
gard to the great account betwixt himfelf' and his 
Maker. He may be under the power of irregu#- 
lar paffions and defines* The heft of men are not " 
always upon their guard* And I anj fure we have, 
all reafon to join in that affefting part of our Li- 
tany,— That amongft other evils, — God would de^ 
.Kver us from fudden death that we may have 
lome forefight of that period to compofe our fpt« 
rits, — prepare our accounts, — and put ourfelves in 
. thi^. bell poilure we can to meet it ^ for, after we 
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are moft prepared,— —it is a terror to huma^ na«- 
ture. 

The pem^e of &Hiit nafioM are iaid to ba^rc m 
peculiar arttnpcrifefiing by flow and graduai adtaii*^ 

ces. In this cafe, however horrid, it favours- , 
of mercy with regard to our fpiritua) ftate;— « , 
for the fenfible decays of nature, wiiicb- a (uBBctwr 
muft fe^ within bim from ttie4beret workings of: 
the horrid drug, give warning, and fhew that 
. mercy which the bloody hand that comes upon- 
hi» neighbour fuddenly, and! {lay« l(im with guilc^ 
«-4hi8 tlMied him^ It may ibnre t» adoionifti hiat 
of the duty of repentance, and to make hts peace 
with God, whiHt he had time and opportunity*^ 
.The fpeedy execution of juftice, which, as our law&. 
flow ftaiirf, a^d which were ttMaded that* cUd^^ 
mnft ftrikc the greMtf terror upon that accounr.. 
Short as the interval between fentence and death, 
is,-— it is long, compared to the cafe of the mur- 
dered.— Thos irilowedft the man no time^*-*^aid; 
tiie judge te^a lafe cfinmal, in » meft affsliiiffAg 
manner ;^ — thou allowedft him not a moment to 
prepare for eternity and to one who thinka at 
all, it is, of aU refle£ltontandielf*accufatiaM, tbe>. 
i^oft heavy and unfurmountalite^That by ilie 
hand of violence, a man in a perfeft ftate of healthy, 
whilft he walks out in perfect fecurity, as he thinks,, 
urtth his friends ;—pcrhaf« whilft he is fleepng 
Ibcindly,— to be hurried ooti»f the world by the 
aflaffin, — ^by-a fudden ftroke,— »"to find himfelf at. 
the bar of God^s juftiee, without notice and pre* 
paration for his trial, — ^*tis moft ho^ible! 
. Though he be reaBy a good man, (and it to^ 
be hoped God makes nYeretfal atlowanees in fuch 
caf^s) — yet it is a terrifying confideration at the 
beft ^r-^and a» the inj ury is greater, — tlicre are alib.^ 
^ verjf 
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very ^aggravating circumftances relating to the 
perfon who commits this a£t. ^As when it is the 
effef): not of a raih and fudden paffion, whichr 
fbmctimes ^iiibrdm and confounds reafon for a 
moment, — but of a deliberate and propenfe defign 
or malice* When the fun not only goes down, 
but rifes upon his wrath ; — when he ileeps not 
«*-tili be Im ftmck the ftroke v~when, after he 
• has had time and leifure to recoUeft himfelf,— 
and confider what he is going to do ; — when, af- 
ter all the checks of coalicience,— the Itruggles of 
h«nianity,-~the recoilings of his own * blood, at 
the thoughts of fhedding another man's— he flialF 
perfift ftill, — and refolve to do ir. Merciful God! 
J proteO: us — from, doing or fufiering fuch evils*. 
Bleflbd be thy Mme and pfovidenoe% which fdm 
ddm or era* ftiffers k to efeape with impunity* 
In vain does the guilty flatter himfelf with hopes 
of fecrecy or impunity : — the^ye of God. is al- 
ways upon. liiin.-»Whither can ^ he fly firom him 
iprefiniee I— By the immenfity of bb Aature^ he 
M prefent in all places by the infinity of it, to 
all times ; — bv his ooinifcience, to all thoughts^ 
words and adkions of men. By an empbatical 
}riirafe :in &ripture, the Mood ok the innocent 
faid to cry to heaven from the ground for ven- 
geance; — and it was for this reafon, that he might 
be brought to juflicci-^that he was debarred the 
benefit of any afylum and the cities of refuge.-^ 
For the elders of nis city ihall fend and fetch him 
thence, and deliver him into the hand of the a- 
venger of ^ blood|~and that .their eye Should not. 
pity him. 

The text fays,— -Thou (halt take htm from 

my altar, that he may die. It had been a very 
^ ancient ima|^nation» that for men guilty of this 

•and ^ * 
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and other horrid crimes,— -a place held facred, aa 
dedicatol to God, was a refuge and protetbon to 
thctt from the hands of jufticc. The law of 
outs tnnfgtettK off from all itel^five bopM 

of this kind ; — ^and I thisk the Romilh church has 
very Iktk to boaft of in the fan£luaries which Qv^. 
leares c^n for this and other crimes and irreeu-- 
hrities. SanAucuaeS) whtck ace often tbe teft 
temptations to wickednefs, and therefore bring*, 

. the ^eater fcandal and diihonour to h^ that aos* 

- tkonzes their preteniuMis. 

. J&rery obftnidion of tbe courfe of juft i o B" 
iia a door open to betray fociety, and bereaye us. 
of thofe bleflings which it has in view. To £tand 
1^ for the privileges of fuch places, is to mvuc 
. men to fia wkk a bribe of impunkjr. It ia a 
flrange way of domg boeBOUi to God, to {cueexL 
aftions which are a difgrace to humanity. 
- What Script u£& aad all civiUaed natioos teaGk 
eoicmmag the ' come of Jaldiig away ^noAar 
manVlif<^f--4riapplicahfe ta the w of a 

man's attempting to bereave himfelf of his own* 
He baa no more right over it,-**than over tbsMt q£ 



1 ] 


. 1^^ 






tli*' 



krt%-««t le 

at the bottom a complication of cowardice, and 
wickednefs, and weakoefs one of the ^Ualeft 
aaiftakes^ defperation can hurrf a man intQ4«**-in-» 
eonfiftent with all the Ecafaiing and r«l%ion. ctf tiici 
world, and irreconcileable with that patience un-» 
der afflidiions, — that refignation and fubmiiEon to 
ikm will of God in all ftrait^ vhick is required of 
U8« But if our calamities are brought upon oor^ 
felves by a mairt amn wickednefs, — (till has he lefs 
to urge, — lead reafon has he to renounce the pro-^ 
tedioBof God^wiiea he mpft ftatti^ in need o£ 
ifc^ and of his mercjr. 

But^ 
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'But as I intend the fubjeft of felf-murdcr for 
my diicourie next Sndajy-nl ihali nc^ anticipsuc 
•wboti hxfC'%9'&j'r^'bvt pfocmi to €006110: feme 
i0thar eofet, in wnicii' the Itw refatipg to tke life 
" of our neighbour is tranfgrefled in different de- 
grees. All which arc generally fpoken of under 
the fubje^ of murder^ — ^and cimfideiied hj the beft 
cftliailb as a ^wdes of the iame^-Hmdy in j«fifce 
to the fubjeft, cannot be paffed here.— 

•St. John fays, Whofoever hateth his brother is 
a murderer 4 — it is the fkrft ftsp to this fin i-— and 
avr^irieiir, in Usfemon upon the Mount, hai 
explained in how many fKghter and unfufpefted 
ways and degrees, — the command in the law,— 
Thoo ibalt do no murder, may be oppofed^ if not 
l>roken. All real miichi^ and injuries asalicf- 
^oufly brought upon a man, to dieforrow and dif- 
turbance of his mind, — eating out the comfort of 
his life, and fliortiening bis days, — are this fin in 
di%usre % mmd the gmnd^ of the Scriptore e»*' 
fNrefiing it with fwh ieventy, is,— that tne begin- 
nings of wrath and malice, — in event, often ex- 
tend to fuch great Mid unforefcen effects, as, were , 
> «wc foretold them, we ifao«ld give fo little credit 
to, as "to £iy,-«4s thy ferrant a dog, that he (honld 
do tills thing ? — And though thefe beginnings do 
not necefl'arily produce the worlt(God forbid they 
(hould,) yet they cannot be committed without 
thcfe evil feeds are fttAfofwn : as Cam's caufelefii 
anger (as Dr. Clarke obferves) againft his bro- 
ther, — to which the Apoitle alludes — ended in 
taking away his life ; — and the beft inftrud:ors 
4each OS, tmt, to moid a iio^— «we muft amid the 
Asps and temptations which lead to 

This fhould warn us to free our minds from all 
4in^lure of avaiice^ and deiiic after what as ano- 
ther 
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ther man's. It operates the fame way, — and has 
terminated too oft in the fame crime. And it is 
the ffreat esodlency of the Chriftian reli^on^—* 
that It has an eye to this, in the ftrefs laid upon . 
the firft fprings of evils in the heart ; — rendering 
us accountable, not . only for our words, — ^but the 
thoughts themfelves, — if not checked in tim^ 
but iufiered to prooml further than the firft mo- * 
* tions of concupifcence. 

Ye have heard, therefore, fays our Saviour, 
that it was faid by them of old tinie,~-Thou 
flialt not kill but I fay unto you,-- ^hofoever 
is angry with his brother without a caufe, fhall 
be in danger of the judgment ; — and whofoever 
fhall fay to his brother, Raca,— -fhall be in danger 
of the council ^but whofoeyer (hall lay, thou ' 
fool,'*— (hall be in danger of hell-fire* The in- 
terpretation of which I fhall give you in the 
words of a great fcripturift. Dr. Clarke, — and is 
as follows : That the three gradatiims of crtmes 
are an allufibn to the three <lifferent degrees of 
punifhment, in the three courts of judicature 
amongft the Jews* And our Saviour's meaning 
^as, — ^That every degree of fin, from its firm 
conception to its outrage,— every degree of ma- 
lice and hatred, ILall receive from God a punifh- 
ment proportionable to the oflcnce. Whereas 
the old law, according to the Jeyifh interpreta- 
.tion, extended not to thefe things at all,— forbade 
only murder and outward injuries. Whofoever 
(hall fay, thou fool," fhall be in danger of hell- 

firc. The fcnfe of which is not, that, in the 

ttnOi and literal acceptation, every nSh and paf- 
fionate expreflSon (hall be punifhed with eternal 
damnation ; — (for who then would be faved ?) — 

but that at the exad account in the judgment of 

the 

t 
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'the great day, every fecret thought and intent rf ^ 
tlse lieart (hall Imve its juft eftimatton and weight 
in the degrees of puniihment which (hall be a£* 

. iigned to every one in his final ftate* 

There is another fpecies of this crime, which 
is feldom taken notice of in difcourfes upon the 
fubje<^, and yet can be redoced to no other 
clafs : And that is, where the life of our 
neighbour is iliortcntd, — and often taken away 
as diredlly as by a weapon^ by the empirical 
fale of noftrums and quack mcdicineS|*^which 
ignorance and avarice Wend.— —The loud 
tongue of ignorance impudently promifcs mucli, 

—and the ear of the fick is open. And, as 

many of thdc pretenders deal in edge-tools, too 
many, I fear^ perifli with the miiapplicatimi of 
them. ' 

tSo erciit are the difficulties of tracing out 
the hidden caufes of the evils to which this 
* frame of ours is fubje^,— ^liat the moft candid ' 
of the profeflKwi haw cref allowed and lamented 
how unavoidably they are in the dark. So that 
.the beit medicines, adminiilered with the wifefl; 
heads, — {hM often do the mifchief they were in« 

tended to prevent. Thefe are misfortunes to 

which we are fubje<£l in this (late of darkncfs ; 

but when men, without fkill, — without edu- 

cation^~-without knowledge either of the clif« 
temper, or even of what uiey feil,'-^make mer« 
chandize of the miferable, — and from a difho- 
neil principle — tritie with the pains of the unfor- 
tunate, — ^too often with their lives,— and from 
the mere motive of a diihoneft sain,— ^very fuch 
inilance, of a peribn bereft of life by the hand 
of ignorance, can be confidered in no other light 
than a branch of the fame root» » I t is murder 

Vol. V. S ia 
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-in the true fcnfe ; which, though not cognizible 
by our Uws, — by the laws of light, every man'^ 

.own mind and confcience, muu appear, equally 
black and deteftablc.-~— 

f In iloing what is wroncT,— -we fland chargeable 
•with all the bad confcqucnces which arife from 
-ibe a£lion, w^hether forefeen or not. And as 
tbe principal view of the empirick in thofe cafes 
is not what he always pretends,— the good of the ^ 
publick, — but the good of himfelf, — it makes th.e 
aftion what it is. 

Under this bead, it may not be improper to 
comprehend all adulterations of medicines, wil- 
fully made worfe through avarice. If a life is 
loft by fuch wilful adulterations,— and it may be ' 
nfTirmed, that in many critical turns of an acute 
diftemper, there is but a fingle caft left for the 
patient, — the trial and chance of a fmgle drug in 
his behalf j and if that has wilfully been adulter- 
ated, and wilfully defpoiled of its heft virtueSj-— 
what will the vender anfwer ?— 

May God grant we may all anfwer well for 
ourfelvcsj that we may be finally happy. Amau 



S£RMON 



\ 



• 



Digitized by GoogL 



SERMON XXXVL 



Sanctity o£ th£ Abostlbs; 



S z 



Digitized by Google 



Digitiied by Google 



S E R- M O N XXXVI 



Matthew xi. 



Blejfed is be^ thai Jbdl mt be of ended in me.- 



THE general prejudices of the Jewiili nation^ 
concerning the royal ftate and condition of 
the Saviour, who was to come into the world, 

——was a iloiic of flunibiipg, aud a rock of of- 
fence to the greattll: part of that unhappy and . 
prcpoflcffcd people, when the promife was adlu-«- 

ally fulBUed* ^Whether it was altogether the 

traditions of their fathers,-^-or that the rapturous 
expreiiions of the proplicts, which reprefcntcd the 
Messiah's fpuitual kingdom in futh extent of 
power and dominion, miiled them into it or 
that their own carnal expectations turned wilful' 
interpreters upon then'*, injl:;i.iig them to loc)k 
for nothing but the vveaith and worldly grandeur 
which were to be acquired under thjir deliverer; 

■ whether thefe,— or that the fyftem of tcm^ 
pjral bletlnigs helped to eherifh them in this grofs 

and covetous expedbatlon, it was one of x\\Z 

great €«iufcs for their rejecting him. " Thi3 

fellow, we know not whence he is/' — was the 
popular cry of one part ; — -and thcy^ who fcem^ 

S3 ' cd^ 
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ed to know whence he was, fcornfuUy turned it 
againft hini» by the repeated quere. Is not this 
the carpetiter, the fon of Mary, the brother o£ 
James and Jofes, and of Juda and Simon ?— 'and* 
are not his filters here with us ? — And they were 
oflFended at him. So that, though it was pre- 
pared by God to be the glory of his people Ilrael^ 
yet- the cireumilanees of humility, in which be 
was manifefted, were thought a fcandal to them. 

Strange ! — that he who was born their king, 
— Hiould be born of no other virgin than Mary, 
—the meaneft of their people ; — (for he hath re* 
garded the low eflate of his handmaiden) — and 

one of the poorcfl: too : for flie had not a lamb 

to oiler,— ^but was purified,, as Mofes dire£ied ii\ 
iuch a cafe, by the oblation of a turtle-dove 
that the Saviour of their nation, whom they ex- 
pefted to be ufhered amidft them with all the en- 
iigns and apparatus of royalty,, fhould be brought 
forth in a liable, and anfwerable to diftrefs j— 
itibjeded ail his life to the lowell conditions of 
humanity : that whilll be lived, he fhoiild not 
have a hole to put his head in, nor his corpfc in 
when he dTed jr~-but his grave too, muft be the: 
gift of charity.— Thefe were thwarting confi- 
derations to thofe who waited for the redemptioni 
of Ifrael, and looked for it in no other llrape, 
than the accompliibment of thofe golden dreams 
of temporal power and foverei^ty, which had- 
filled their imagihatfons. The ideas were not to 
be reconciled ; and fo infuperable an obflacle was 
the prejudice on one fide, to their belief on the: 

other, that it literally fell out, as Simeon' pro-. 

pheticaily declared of the Mess i a ft, — ^that he: 
was fet forth for the fall, as well as the rifing a-- 
gain, of miiny in IjCcad.. 
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' This, though it was the caufe of their infide- 
lity, wa« however no excufe far it. For what- 
ever their miftakes were, the miracles which were 

wrought in contradi^lion to them, brought con- 
Tidion enough, to leave them without excufe 5 — . 
and befides, it was natural for them to have con-^ 
cludedf had their prepoflefiions given them leave^ ^ 
— ^that he, who fed five thoufand with- five loaves* 
and two fifhes, could not want power to be great;, 
•—and therefore needed not to appear in the con- 
dition of poverty and meamiefs, had it not, on o-* 
ther fcores, been more needful to confront the 
' pride and vanity of the world, — and to Ihew his 
followers what the temper of Chriflianity was, by 
the temper of .its firft inilitutor \ who, (houghs 
they were offered, and he could have command^** 
ed them, — defpifed the glories of the world,—— 
took upon him the form of a fervant ; — andr 
though equal with Goi>, — ^yet made himfelf of; 
no reputation^—- that he might fettle, and be tbc: 
example of fo holy and humble a religion,- andi 
thereby convince his difciples for ever, that nei-^ 
ther his kingdom, nor their happinefs were to be 
of this world. Thus the Jews might have eafi- 
ly argued;— but when there was nothing but' 
reafon to do it with on one fide, and ftroniJ^ pre- 
judices, backed with intereft, to maintain the- 

difputCj upon the other we do not find the 

point is always fo eafily determined. Although^ 
the purity of our Saviour's doflrine, and the; 
mighty works he wrought in its fupport, were, 
demonftratively Itronger arguments for his divini-- 
ty, than the unrefpedted lowlineia of his condition - 
could be againft it -yet the prejudice continu^' • 
ftrong ; — they had been accuftomed to temporal. 

jromifcsi: — bribed, to do their duty, they 

could 



Digitized by Google 



aia SERMON XXXVI., 

» 



could not endure to think of a religion that would^ 
not promife as much as Mofes did, .to fill their 
baflcet, and fet thenr high above all nacicms * 
religion whofe appearance was not great andi 

iplendid, — but looked thin and n-* eagre ; and! 

whofe principles and promifes, — ^like the curfesof.' 
ihrnr law, — called for fufterings^and promifed^ 
perfecutionsk 

If we take this key along with us through the 
New fcftament, it will let us into the fpirit and^ 
jficaning of many of our Saviour's repHea in hisv 
' conferences^ with his dtfcipleS) and.othersrof the; 
Jews; — fo particularly in this place. Matt, xi.* 
when John had fent two of his difciples to in- 
quire, Whether it was^ he thati Ihould come, on 
that they were to look for another?— Our Savi-- 
our, with a particular eye to this prejudice, and; 
the general Icaiulal he knew had rifen againft' 
his religion, upon this worldly* account,r — aiter 
recital to the mpiTengers of the many miraoles he. 
h»d wrought V as that— the blind received their: 
flight, — the lame walked, — the lepeis were clean*- 

feti, the dead raifedj all which charafters,,, 

with their benevolent ends, fully demonitrated: 
Him to-be the Meffiah that w^ promifed them ;^ 
he clofes up his anfwer to them, with the words of 
the text, — And blefled is he that fhall not be of- * 
fended in me}-: — ^blefled is the man whole upriglit- 
and honeft heart will not be blended by worldly; 
confiderations, or hearken to his lufts and prepolW 
feiFions in a truth of this moment. The like be-' 
nediciion is recorded in the 7th, chapter of J>t.r 
Luke, and in the 6th of St. John ; — when Peter 
broke out in that warm confeffion of their beliefs 
—Lord, we believe, — we are fure that thou art. 
Chrilt^ the Son of the living God* The fame- 

benediction 
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benediftion is uttered, — though couched in diffe- 
rent words, — BlefTcd art (bou^ Simon Barjona;-— 
for^efli and blood bas not revealed it, but my 
Father which is in heaven. Flefh and blood,— 
the natural workings of this carnal defire *, — the 
lud and love of the world bave had no band m 
this convi£tion of tbine ; but my Fatber^ and tbe 
works which I have wrought in his name, — in ▼in-' , 
dication of this faith, — have eftablillied thee in it, 
againft which the gates of b^ll fliall not prevail.~ 
This univerfal ruling principkj and almoft in- 
vincible attachment to the interefts and glories of 
the world, which we fee firft made fo powerful a 
ftand againft the belief of Chriftianity, — has con- 
tinued to have as ill an effect, at leaft, upon tbe 
pradice of it ever fince and therefore, tbere it 
no one point of wifdom that is of nearer impor* 
'tance to us, — than to purify this grofs appetite, 
and reibrain it within ^bounds, by lowering our 
<bigh conceit of tbe things of this iife^ and our 
cpncem for thofe advantages which mifled the 

Jews. ^To judge juftly of the world we 

niuft ftand at a due diftance from it i — which wili 
difcover to us tbe vanity of its riches and honours^ 
in fuch true dimenfions, as will engage us to be- 
have ourfelves towards them with moderation. 
This is all that is wanting to make us wife and 
good J— that we may be left to the full ing 
nuence of religipn ; t o which Chriftianity fo far 
Conduces, that it is the great blefling, the pecu-- 
liar advantage we enjoy under its inftiution, — — • 
that it affords us not only the moft e^ccellent pre- 
cepts of this kind, but aUb, it iliews us tbofe pre* 
cepts confirmed by moft excellent examples.^— 
A heathen philofopher may talk very elegantly 
aboui dqlpiiiug the wprld^ and, like tieneca, may 

prefcribe 
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prefcribe very ingenious rules, to teach us an art 
he never exerc^jTed himfelf >— for^ all thp while he 
was writing in {nraife of poverty, he was enjoying 
2 grisat eftafc, and endeavouring to make it 
greater. But, if ever we hope to reduce thofe 
rules^ to practice, it mud be by the help of reli-^ 
'flion.— -If we woald-find men, who, by their iives^ 
bore witttcfe w their do£trines, we muft look fot' 
them amongft the a£ls and monuments of our 
• church, — amongil the firlt followers of their cru- 
cified Matter ^ who fpoke with aathorityi becaufe 
lifev fpoke eitperiinetttaUy, and todk carcf to maikef 

their words good,—— — ^by defpifmg the world, 
and voluntarily accounting all things in it lofs, 
that they might win ChriiL-~— O holy and blef^- 
fed apioflic^ l-*^bleffisd were yc indeed^— for ye 
eonlmed not with f!e(h and blood,-^for ye wertf 
not offended in him thro' any confiderations of 
this world j— — ye conferred not witl* flelk andi 
bloody neifdier with its fnutcss and tem^ations^^ 
Neither the pleafures of life, or the' ^ains of deaths 
laid hold upon your faith, to make you fall from- 
him> ' ' ' Ye had your prejudices of worldly 
grsmdcur in common with the reiiof joHr nation 
■ ■■ ^ . ■ . f aWy like them, your e]q)e£lationd blafted } 

b ut ye gave them up, as men governed by 

rcafon and truth. As ye furrendered all your 

hopes in this, world to your faith, with fortitude^ 
-«-fo did ye meet the terrors- of the world with 
the fame temper.— —Neither the frowns and 
difcountenance of the civil powers, — neither tri- 
bulation or diftrefs, or perfecution, — or cold, — 
OP nakednefs,— «or famine^'-^r the fword, could 
feparate you^ from the love of Chrift* Ye took 
up your croffes chearfully, and followed him :— - 

feUowed the fame tugged, way uod the \v lne- 

prcfs 
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pre'fs after him ^--^Vdluiitarily fubmitting ybur-- 
Jelves to poverty,-*— to punilhment, — to the fcom 

and the reproaches of the world, which ye knew 
were to be the portfon of all of you who engaged 
•in preaching a myftery fo ipoken againft by the 
.^world ; f o unpalatable to all its pafBons and 
pleafures,— and fo irreconcileable to the pride of 
human reafon. So that ye were, as one of ye 
exprclTed> and all of ye experimentally found, 
though ye were made as the filth of the worlds 
and the offscouring of all things, upon' this ac- 
count y yet ye went on as zcaloufly as ye fct 

out* " Ye were not ofiended, nor afhamed of 
-the gofpel of Chrift 5*~wherefbre fhould ye ?— 
The impoftor and hypocrite might have Men a» 

fhamcd ; the guilty would have found caufe 

for it ; ye had no caufe, though ye had 

•temptation, Ye preached but what ye knew, 

and your honeft and upright hearts gave evidence, 
~-the ftrongeft, — ^to the truth of it ; — for ye left 
all, — ye fuft'ered all, — ye gave all that your fince- 
- rity had left you to give. Ye gave your lives at 
lail as pledges and confirmations of your faith 
and warmeft zffe&ion for your Lord. Holy and 
blclTcd men ! — ye gave all, when, alas ! our cold 
aiid frozen afiedlion will part with nothing for 
his fake, not even with our vices and follies, which 
are worfe than nothing ; f or they arc vanity, 

and miferv, and death. 

The Itate of Chriflianity calls not now for fuch. 
:evidences, as the apollles gave of their attach* 
ment to it.— — W c have, Hterally fpeaking, riei- 
ther houfes, nc^r lands, nor poiieilions to forfake ; 
—we have neither wives or children, or bre- 
thren or fiftcrs, to be torn from ; no rational 

pleafure-!— or natural endearments tp give up. 

We 
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We have nothing to part with, but what is 

not our intcreft to keep,—— our lufts and paf- 
fions. We have nothing to do for Chrift's fakf--^ 

but what is moft for our own ; that is, - t o 

be temperate, and chafte, and juft, — and peace- 
able, — and charitable, — and kind to one another* 
So that, if man could fuppofc himfelf in a, 
capacity even of capitulating with God, concern- 
ing the terms upon which he would fubmit to bis 

Sovernment ; and to chufe the laws he would 
e bound to obferve in teftimony of his faith ; — 
at were impoflible for him to make any propofals 
which, upon all accounts, fliould be more ad- 
vantageous to his intererts, — than thofe very con- 
ditions to which wc are already obliged ; that is, 
to deny ourfelves ungodlinefs, to live foberly.and 
righteoufly in this prefent life, and lay fuch re- 
ftraints upon our appetites as are for the honour 
of human nature, — the improvement of our hap- 
pinefs, — our health,— opr peace,— our reputation 
and fafcty. When one confiders this reprefen* 
tation of the temporal inducements of Chriltiani-- 
ty, — and compares it with the difficulties and dif- 
couragements which they encountered who firft 
made profeffion of a perfecuted and hated reli- 
gion ; at the fame time that it raifes the idea 

of the fortitude and fan£lity of thefe holy men, 
of whom the world is not worthy, it fadly di- 
miniihes that of ourfelves— which, though it 
has air the bleffings of this life apparently on its 
fide to fupport it, yet can fcarce be kept alive % 
and if we maj form a judgment from the little 
ftock of religion which is left, — ^Ihould God ever 
exa£t the fame trials, unlefs we greatly alter 
for the better, or there fhould prove fomc fecret 
charm in pcrfccution, which we know not of j— 

I it 
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It is much to be doubted, if the Son of man fliould 
make this proof,— of this eeneration,—— whether 
there would be found faith upon the earth. 

As this argument may convince us, fo let it 
lhame us into virtue, that the admirable exam* 
plea of tbofe holy men may not be left us, or com- 
memoratedsby us to no end 1 b ut rather that 
they may anfwer the pious purpofe of their infti- 

tution, —to conform our lives to theirs, — that 

with them we may be partakers of a glorious ia**, 
lieritante, through Jefus Chrift our liOrd. Amen. 
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I John. v.. 3... .. 

• 1 ' . 

. And hisr ^mnmdmeo^ ar£ i^^ . 

, * ' * ••»».•» 

* . . . • 

NO,— —they are XM gri^froas^ my dear 
auditors. — Amongft the many prejudices 
•which, at one time or other, have been conceived 
againft our holy religiori^ there is fcarce any'one 
which has xforie more tlifhoiioiir to ChrJftiknity. 
or which has been moftf oppdfite to the fpirit or 
the gofpe], than tl^is, in exprefs contradidtiou to 
the words of the text, " That the command- 
ments of God ttrt grievous/' That the way 
Which leads to Hfc Js'ilot otily ftrah, for that our 
Saviour tells us, and that with much tribulation 
we fhall feek it^- — but that Chriftians are bound 
X6 make the worft of it, and tread it barefoot up«^ 
on tfaomrand briers^*— ever they expeft to ar- 
rive happily at their journey's end. And, in 
courfe, — during this difaftrous pilgrimage, it is 
our duty fo to renounce the world, and abflra<9^ 
cmrfelves from it> as neither to interfere with its 
iiiterdRs, or tafte any of .tUe pleafures, or any of 
the enjoyments of this life* — 
' Nor has this been confined merely to fpecula* 
tlon^ but has frequently been extended to praflice^ . 
^8. is plain, not only from the lives of many legen- 
dary faints and hermits, — whofe chief commen- 
ilatiq^ iVems to have been, " That they fled un- 

oaturally. 
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«aturally from all commerce with their fellow* 
creatures, and then mortified, and pioufly 
Ii0|f*ftarve4 themfehrcs tp dea^ f — but ^ikewiie 
from the many auftere andl fantaftick orders whidk 
we fee in the Romifh churchy which have all owed 
their origin and eftabliftimept to the fame idle 
and extravagant opinion. 

Nor is it to be doubted, but the affe£tation of 
femethiflfg like- kin cmr Metlfodifts, wheh thef 
defcant upon the neceflity of alienating themfelves 
from the world, and felling all that they have, — is 
not to b^ afc£ibe4 to the Uox^ miftaken enthufiafr 
lick princildc^ which would «aft fo black a^ fliade: 
upon religion, a$ if the kind Author of it had* 
created us on purpofe to go mourning, all our 
lives Ipng, in fackclotb and aihes, an4fent m into 
the world as fo many (aim-errant s, in q.ueft o^ 
adventurer full of ibr^ow^ind affliiOioii*. 

Strange force of enthufiaTm !-^and yet not al*^ 
together unaccountable. For, what opinion was 
thgre ever io odd^ or .a^ioa.lo e^ur^yagAnti which; 
ha3 notf 9t one tune or othei^ been produced bf 
i^orance, — conceit,-^-oiclancholy j-~a miiturc 
of devotion, with an ill concurrence of air an^ 

diet, operating togetha in ti^ iiune Dctfoxu^n-^- 
When the nunds of nicn ha|ipen .to Ve thus un^ 
fortunately prepaired, whitteyer gronndli^^S do£trinir 
rifes up, and fettles itfelf ftrongly upon their fan^ 
cies, has generally the ill luck to be interpreted a^. 
W illumination frpm the j>pirit of Cod ; and 
whatever ftrange ^S^nl they ^nd in them^ves ^ 
Ibong inclination to do, t hat impulfe is con*^ 
eluded to be a call from heaven j and confequent^ 
ly^ that they cannot err in ^^ecuting it. 

If this^ or iQmis fuch account, was not tp be: 
i4i]9itJ^ bow k It polfibte to hp ^ciMiceived^ th^, 

Chri(Uanity^ 
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Chriftianity, which breathed out nothing but 
peace and comfort to mankind, which profclTedly 
took off the feverities of the Jewifh law^ and 
Was pven to us in the fpirit of meeknefs, to eafe 
mir (houlders of' a burden which was fob heavy 
for US; that this religion, fo kindly calculated 
for the eafe and tranquillity of man^ and enjoins 
nothing but what is fuitable to his nature^ (kould 
be fo mifunderftood ; or that it ihould trtr he 
fuppofed, that he who is infinitely happy, could 
envy us our enjoyments; or that a Being infinite- 
ly kind^ would grudge a mournful paffeneer a 
little reft and refreihment^ to fiipport his ^irits' 
through a weary pilgrimage; or that he fhould* 
call him to an account hereafter, becaufe, in his 
way, he had haftily fnatched at fome fugacious and 
iftinocent pleafures, till he was fuffered to take ujpr 
his final Vepofe; This W lio improbable account^' 

and the many invitations we find in Scripture, to 
a grateful enjoyment of the blcfiings and advan- 
tages of Hfe, make it evident. The Apoi^le tellsi 
us in the text,— ^That God's commandmentsT 
are not grievous. He has pleafure in the profpe- 
rity of his people, and wills not that they fliould . 
turn tyrants and executioners upon their minds or * 
bodies) and jnfii£l pains and penalties on them, to 
no end or purpofe : That he htis projpofed peace 
and plenty, joy and viftory, as the encourage- 
ment and portion of his fervants ; thereby in« 
ftruding us,— that our virtue is not neceflarily 
endangered by the fruition of outMf ard things i 
but that temporal blefTings and advantages, in- 
flead of extinguifhing, more naturally kindle our 
love and gratitude to God, before whom it is no 
Way inconfiftent both to worfliip and rejoice. 



f 
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If this was not fo» vhy, youll fay, doea God 

feem to have made fuch provifion for our happi- 
nefs ? Why has he given us fo many powers 
and facultiics for enjoyment, and adapted fb many 
t>bje^ to gratify and entertain them ? Some of 
wnich he has created fo fair, ■■ with fuch won- 
derful beauty, and has formed them fo exquifitely 
for this ends*-that they have power, for a time, 

to charm away the fenfe of paisj-: ckear 

up the deje£led heart under poverty and fickneis^ 
and make it go and remember its mjferies no 
more. Can all this, you'll fay, be cegonciled 
to Ood% wifdom, which does nothing in vain I 
or can it be accounted for on an/ other fup* 

^.pofition, but that the Author of our being, who 
has given ^« all things richly to enjoy, wills us 
a comfortable exiflence even 6^^$ and feem|^' 
moreover, lo evidently to "have ordered things, 
with a view to Ais, that the ways which' lead to 

' our future happinefs, when rightly underftood'^ 
he has made to be ways of pleafantnefs, and all 
fiec paths peace i 

From this reprefentation of things, we are led 
to this demonftrative truth, then, that God never 
intended to debar man of pleafure^ under certaia 
limitations. 

. Travellers, on a bufineft of the laft and xnoft 
important concern, maybe allowed to pleafe their 
eyes with the natural and artificial beauties of the; 
country they are paifiog through, without re* 

Svoadi of forgetting the main err^id they were 
ent upon; and if they are not led out of their road 
by variety of profpe£ls, edifices and ruins, would 
it not be a fenfelefs piece of feverity to (hut their 
eyes againfl fuch gratifications? For vfho has re^ 
fifired fuch fervice ot tieir bands f 
' - The 
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The immonring of cotain appetites^ 'wtiere 
Ynoratity is not concerned, feems to be the means . 

by which the Author of nature intended to fweeten 
this journey of life, and bear us up under the maay 
^OCKS and hard joftlings, which we are fure to 
mecftwithinourway* Andamanmight, with as 
much reafon, muffle up himfelf againft fun-fhine 
and fair weather, and at other times expofe him- 
felf naked to the inclemencies of cold and rain^ 9^ 
debar himfelf of the innocent delights of his nature^ 
ibr afFefi^ refenre and melancholy.' 

It is true, on the other hand, our paffions are 
apt to .grow upon us by indulgence, and become 
ezoibitant^ .if they are not kept under ezaft di£- . 
cipCne, that by way of caution and prevention^ 
'twere better at certain times, to alFeft forae de- 
gree of needlefs referve, than hazard any ill t:on- 
iequences from the other extreme. 

But wlien afanoft the whole of religion is madfe . 
to confifl: in the pious fooleries of penances and 
■ fuiFerings, as is praftifed in the church of Rome 
(did no other evU attend it,) yet fmce it is put- 
tine religion upon a wrong foenti placing it more 
in tnefey than fai inward purity and integrity of 
heart, one cannot guard too much againft this, 
as well as all other fuch abufes of religion, as 
make it to confift in fomeiibing which it o^gfat 
not. How fiich mod^ery became a part of re* 
ligion at firft, or upon what motives they were 
imagined to be fervices acceptable to God, is* 
hard to give a better account of, than .wiiat wa^ 
timted above i ■ > n amcly,-^at men of melan« 
ch6ly and morofe tempers, conceiving the Deity 
to be like themfelves, a gloomy, difcon tented and 

viforrowful Being, believed he deligbted^ as 

^ej didy in 'Splenetic and mortifying a&ons, and 

therefor^ 
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.xhereforet made their religious worfliip to confifl: 
of chimeraS' as wild and barbarous^ as their own . 
dreams and vapours. 

What ignorance and enthufiafm at firft intro- 
^duced, — now tyranny and impoflure continue to 
fupport. So that the political improvement of 
thefe delufions^ Co .tbe purpofes of wealth and 
power, is made one of the ftrongefl: pillars which 
upholds the Romifli religion; — which, with all 
its pretences to a more ftri£l mortiiication and 
fandity, — ^when you examine it minutelyf is little 
dfe than a mere pecuniary contrivance. And the 
trueft definition you can give of popery, — is,— 
that it is a fyftem put together and contrived to 
operate upon mens weaknefles and paflionsi — and 
*lhereby to pick their pockets,— —and leave them* 
in a fit condition for its arbitrary defigns. 

And indeed that church has not been wanting 
ip gratitude for the good offices of this kind, 
which the do£lrine of penances has done them; 
fori in confideration of its fervices, — ^they have 

raifed it above the level of moral duties, and 

.have at length complimented it into the number 
of their facraments, and made it a neceflary point 
to falvation. 

By thefe, and other tenets, no lefs politick and 

inquifitional, popery has found out the art of 

making men miferable in fpite of their fenfes, and 
the plenty with which God has blefled thenu 

So that in many countries where popery reigns, 
——but efpecially in that part of Italy where (he 

has raifed her throne, though, by the happi- 

nefs of its foil and climate, it is capable of pro- 
ducing as great variety and abundance as any 
country upon earth;—— yet fo fuccefsful have its 
fpiritual diriedors been in the management and 

^ rctaU 
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retail of thefe bleffings, that they have found 

means to allay, if not entirely to defeat them 1 

all, by one pretence o€ other. Some bitteraefs is 

officioufly fqueezed into every man's cup, for his 

foul's health, till, at length, the whole intentioii 

of nature and providence is dcftroyed. It is not 

furprizing, that where fuch unnatural feverities 

are pradifed and heightened by other h'ardfliips,— * 

the mofl: fruitful land fliould oe barren, and wear 

a face of poverty and defolation ; or that ma* 

ny thoufands, as have been obferved, ihould fly 
from the rigours of fucb a government, and (e^k 
(helter ratber amongft rocks and defarts, than ly 
at the mercy of fo many unrcafonable tadc-maf- 
tcrs, under whom they can hope for no other re* 

ward of their induftry, ^but rigorous flavery, 

made ftill virorfe by the tortures of unneceflary 

mortifications,—/ fay unneccjfary^ becaufe 

where there is a virtuous and good end propofed, 
from any fober inftanccs of felf-deni?I and morti* 
fication , ■ G od forbid we (hould call them un« 
neceffary, or that we (hould difpute againft a 
thing — from the abufe to which it has been put ; 

and, therefore, what is faid in general upon 
this bead, will be underdood to reach no farther 
than where the practice is become a mixture of 
. fraud and tyranny, but will no ways be inter- 
preted to extend to thofe felf-denials which the 
difcipline of our holy church direcSls at this fo* 
lemn feafon; which nave been introduced by rea- 
fon and good fenfe at firft, and have fince been 
applied to ferve no purpofes, — but thofe of reli- 
gion : thefe, by reftraining our appetites for a 

while, and withdrawing our thoughts from grc^r 
objeds,— — -do, by a mechanical effcd, difpofe 
us for cool and fober refle£tionS| io^Uae us to 
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turn our eyes inward upon ourfelves, and con- 
fider what we are, and what we have been do- 
ings—for what intent we were fent into th^^ 
world* and what kind of chara&ers we were de^ 
figned to z& in it. 

It is neceflary that the mind of man, at fome 
certain periods^ ihould be prepared to enter into 
this account ; and without fome fuch diiciplioe 
to check the infolence of unreftrained appetites, 
and call home the confcience,— — — the foul of 

• • man, capable as it is of brightnefs and perfection^ 
would fmk down to the loweft depths of darknefs 
and brutality. However true this is, — there ftiU 
appears no obligation to renounce the innocent 
delights of our beings, or to afFe£l a fullen dif- . 
tafte againft them. Nor» in truth , can evea 
the fuppolition of it be well admitted for 
pleafures arifing from the free and natural ex- 
ercife of the faculties of the mind and body, 
to talk them down, is like talking againil the 

/ . frame and mechanifm of human nature^ and would 
b6.no lefs fenfekfs than the difputing againft the 
burning of fire, or fallinj^ downwards of a ftone. 

Befides this, man is fo contrived, that he 

ibnds in need of frequent repaiis \ — both mind 
and body are apt to fiuk and grow ina£):i¥e un- 
der long and clofe attention \ and, therefore, 
muft be reftored by proper recruits. Some 
part of our time may doubtlefs innocently and 
lawfully be employed m aftlons merely diverting; 

and whenever fuch indulgencies become 
criminal, it is feldom the nature of the ac- 
tions themfelves^ — but the excets which makes 
them fo. 

But fome one may beret aik,-^By what rule 

3we wc to judge of excels in thefe cafes ? ■ ■ ■ If 

' the 
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the enjoyment of the fame fort of pleaAires may 

be either innocent or guilty, accordinj;]^ to the uic 

or abufe of them, how fliall we be certified 

where the boundaries ly ? o r be fpeculative 
enough to know how far we may go with fafety ? 
■ I anfwer, there are very few who are not 
cafuiUs enough to make a right judgment in this 
point.' ■ For fince one principal reafon, why 
• God may be fuppofed to allow pleaftire in this 
world, feems to be for the refreftiment and re-* 
crult of our fouls and bodies, wliich, like clocks,, 
mult be wound up at certain intervals,— —every 
man underitands fo much of the frame and me- 
chanifm of himfelf, to know how and when to un- 
bend himfelf, with fuch relaxations as are nccef- 
fary to regain his natural vigour and chcerfulnefs, 
without which it is impoilible he ftiould either be 
tn a difpofition or capacity to difcharge the feve- 
ral duties of his Irfe.— ^Here then the partitiQti 
becomes vifible. 

• "Whenever we pay this tribute to our appetites, 
any further than is fuflSicient for the purpofes- for 
which it was firft granted,— —«4he a£bion propor- 

tionablv lofts fome fliare of its innocence. The 
furplufage of what is.unneceiTarily fpent on fuch 
pccafions, is fo much of the little portion of our 
time negligently fquandered, which, in prudence, 
-we fhould apply better ; becaufe it was allotted us 
for more important ufes, and a different account 
wiiLbe required of it at oiir hands hereafter. 

For this reafon, does it not evidently folio w» 
that many aftions and purfuits, which are irre- 
proachable in their own natures, may be render- 
^ ed blameable and vicious, from this fingle confi- 
' deration, That they bare made us waftefu] of 
the moments of this Ihort and uncertain frag- 

V z ' meat 
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" ment of life, which Ihould be almoft one of our 
laft prodigalities, iince of them all the leaft re- 

trievable. Yet how often is diverfion, in- 

(tead of amufement and relaxation, made the art 
and bufinefs of lifeitfelf? — Look round, — what 
policy and contrivance is every day put in praflice^ 
for pre-engaging every day in the week, and par- 
celling out every hour of the day for one idlenefs 
or another^ — for doing nothing, — or fomething 
irorfe than nothing \ and that with ib much in- 
genuity, as fcarce to leave a minute upon their 
nands to reproach them* Though we all complain 
of the (hortnefs of life, — yet how many people 
feem quite overftocked with the ^days and hours of 
it, and are continually fending out into the high- 
ways and ftreetsof the city for guefts to come and 

take it off their hands. \{ fome of the more 

jdiftrefeful objefts of this kind were to fit down 
and write a bill of their time, tho' partial as that 
of the unjuft ileward, when diey found in reality 
that the whole fum of it for many years, amount- 
ed to little more than this, — that they had rofe 
up to eat,— to drink, — to play, — and had laid 
down again, merely becaufe they were fit for no- 
thing elfe : — ^when they looked liack and beheld 
this fair fpace, capable of fuch heavenly improve- 
ments, — all fcrawled over and defaced with a fuc- 
ceflion of fo many unmeaning ciphers,— good ' 
God how woula they be amamed and con- 
founded at the account ! 

With what reflexions will they be able to fup- 
port themfelves in the decline of life, lb miferably 
caft away, i hould it happen, as it fome- 
times does, that they have flood idle even un- 
to the eleventh hour ? ^We have not always 

power and are not always in a temper, to impofe 

. . upon 
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^pon ourfelves. Whta the edge of appetite is worn 
down, and the fpirits of youthful days are cooled, 
which hurried us on in a circle of pleafure and 
impertinence, then reafon and refle^on will have 

the weight which they defenre^ ^affliftions, 

or the bed of ficknefs, will fupply the place of 

confcience; — and if they fhould fail, -old age 

'will overtake us at laft, and (hew us the paft 

purfuits of life, — and force us to look upon them 
in their tnie point of view* I f there is any 
thing more to call a cloud upon fa melancholy a 

profpeft as this (hews us, it is furely the diffi- 

'Culty and hazard of having all the work of the 
day to perform in the laft hour of making an 
atonement* to God, when we have no facrifice to 
offer him, but the dregs and infirmities of thofe. 
days, when we could have no pleafure in them. 

How far God may be pleafed to accept fuch^ 
late and imperfe& fervices, are beyond theiii«. 
tention of this difcourfe. Whatever flrefs fome. 

may lay upon it, a death-bed repentance is: 

but a weak and flender plank to truft our all up* 
on* S uch as it is $ to that, and God's infinite 
mercies, we commit them, who will not employ 
that time and opportunity he has given, to provide 
a better fecurity. 

That we may^ make a right ufe of the time 
allotted ns , God grant, through the merits of 
his Son Jefus Chrift* Amen. 
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St. John xt. 5. 



^For fviiicui mif p can do mibing. 

OUR Saviour, in the former'part of the verfe, 
having told his difciples,-^That be was the 
Tine, and that they were only branches ; inti* 
mating, in what a degree their good fruits, as 
well as the fuccefs of all their endeavours, were 
to depend upon his communications with them$ 
he clofes the illuftratipn with the inference 
from it, in the words of the text, ^For with- 
out me, ye can do nothing. In the iith chap- 
ter to the Romans, where the manner is e^plaiiH 
ed, in which a chriftian ilands by faith, there 
is a like illuflration made ufe ol, and probably 
with an eye to this, — where St. Paul inftrucls us, 

that a good man ftands as the branch ot a 

wild olive does, when it is grafted into a good 
olive tree 1 a nd that i s at flouriihes not 
through its own virtue, but in virtue of the root, 
and fuch a root as is naturally not its own. 
It is very remarkable in that parage, ■ that 
the apoftle calls a bad man a wild oliv; trei - 

not 



2^6 S E R M"0 N XaXVIU. 

n^t barely a branchi (as in the other cafe) but a x , 
tr«e, which having a root of its own, fupportjS 

itfelf, and ftands in its own (Irengtb, and brings 
forth its own fruit.— —And fo does every bad maa 
ill refpe£t of the wild ajdd four fruit of a vicious i 
and corrupt heart.— According to the refem- ' 

blahce, ^if the apoftle intended it, — ^he is a ' 

tree, has a root of his own, — and fruitiulncls, , 

fach as it is, with a power to bring it forth with-^ 
out help. But in rcfpcft of religion, and the 

moral improvements of virtue and goodnefs, 

the apoflle calls us, and rcafon tells us, we are no 
more than a branchy and all our fruitfulnefs, and 
all our fupport, — depend ib much upon the influ- \ 
ence and communications of God, — th^t without \ 
him we can do nothing, — as our Saviour declares \ 
in the text. There is fcarx:e any point in our re- ' 
ligion wherein men have run into fuch violent ex- , i 
tremes as in the fenfes given to this, and fuch like 
declarations in Scripture, — of our fulBciency being , 
, of God i-^^^fome underRanding them fo, as to 
leave no meaning at all in them ; — others, — too 
teuch s— the one interpreting the gifts and influ« 
ences of the Spirit, fo as to deflroy the truth of 
all fuch promifes and declarations in the gofpel 
- iiA t he other carrying their notions of them fo 
high, as to dcftroy the reafon of the gofpel itfelf | 

and render the chriftian religion, which con- 

fifts of fober and confident doftrines, — the moft 
intoxicating, — the moil wild and unintelligible iu- 
ftittttion that ever was in the world. 

^his being premifed, I know not how I can 
more feafonably engage your attention this day,, 
than by a fhort examination of each of thefe er- 
rors ; — in doins which, as I (hall take fome pains | 
to reduce both thp extremes of them to reafon, ' 

it 
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it will neceflarily lead me, at the fame time, to 
mark the fafe and true doQrine 6f our churchy 
concerning the promifed influences and operatioM^ 
of the Spirit of God upon our hearts ; — ^which, 
however depreciated through the firft mi (lake, 
or boailed of be^nd meafure thro^^gh the fecond^ 
m uft nevertbelels be fo limited and under^ 
Aoodt a8» on one hand, to make the gofpel of 
Chrift confiftent with itfelf, and, on the other, 
to make it confiftent with reafou and common 
fenfe. 

If we confider the many exjprefs declarations^ 

wherein our Saviour tells his followers, before his 

crucifixion, That God w^ould fend his Spirit 

the Comforter amongft them, to fupply his place 
an their hearts j — and, as in the text^ — ^that with- 
out him they could, do nothing :— if we conceive 
them asfpoken to his difciples with an immediate 
view to the emergencies they were under, from 
their natural incapacities of finifhing thi; great 
work he had left them, and building upon that 
large foundation he had laid, — without fome cx- . 
vtraordinary help and guidance to carry them 
through, — no one can difpute that evidence and 
confirmation which yf2S after given of ks truth ^ 
as our Lord's difciples were illiterate men, confe- 
qiicntly unlkilled in the arts and acquired ways of 

perfuafion. ^Unkfs this want had been fuppli- 

ed, '^tbe ^rft obfta^le to their labours mufl: 

have difcouraged and put an end to them for ever. • 
As they had no language but their own, — with- 
out the gift of tongues, they could not have 
preached the gofpel except in Judea ;~— and %s 
they had no authority pf their own,— — without ' 
the fupernatural one of figns and wonders, — they 
could not vouch for the truth of it beyond the 

limitt where it was firft tranfa^ted. In this work, 

dottbtlefS|^ 
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doubdefe, ail their fufficiency and power of a£l- 
ing was immediately from God ; — his holy Spirit, 
as he had promilcd them, fo it gave them a 
mouth and wildom which all their adverfaries 
were not able to gainfay or refift. So that with- 
out him, — without thefe extraordinary gifts, in 
the moft literal fenfe of the words, they ccuild do 

nothing. ^But befides this plain application of 

the text to thofe particular perfons and times, 
when God's fpiritwas poured down in that fignal 
manner held facred to this day,— there is fome- 
thing in them to be extended further, which 
chriftians of all ages, — and, I hope, of all de- 
nominations, have Itill a claim and truft in, 

and that is, the ordinary aiTiftance and influences of 
the Spirit of God in our hearts, for moral and 
virtuous improvements 5 — thefe, both in their 
natures as well as intentions, being altogether dif- 
ferent from the others above mentioned conferred 
upon the iifciples of our Lord.— The one were 
nViraculous gifts,— in which the endowed perfon 
contributed nothingr, which advanced human na- 
ture above itfelf,''and raifed all its projedilc 
fprings above their fountains ; enabhng them to 
fpeak and ad fuch things, and in fuch manner, 
as was impoifiblefor men not infpired and pretcr- 

naturally upheld. In the other cafe, the helps 

Ypoken of were the influences of God's fpirit, 
which upheld us from, falling below the dignity 
of our nature :— 4:hat divine affiftance which gra- 
cioufly kept us from falling, and enabled us to 
perform the holy profeffions of our religion.— 
Though thefe are equally called fpintual giits,— 
they are not, as- in the firft cafe, the entire 
works of the Spirit,— but the calm co-operati- 
ons of it with our own endeavours ; and arc 

ordinarily 
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ordinarily what every fincerc and well difpofed 
chriftian has reafon to pray for, and expect from 
the fame fountain of ftrength, who has promifed 
To give bis holy Spirit to them that afk it. 

From this point, which is tlie true doftrine of 

Our church, the two parties begin to divide 

. both from it and each other — eacli of therti 
equally mifapplying thefe paiTages of Scripture, 
and wrefting them to extremes equally pernici*- • 
ous. ■ 

To begin with the firft ; of whom, fliould . 
you inquire the explanation and meaning of this, 
or of other texts,— » — ^wherein the afliilance of 
God's grace and holy Spirit is implied as neceflary 
to fantlify our nature, and enable us to ferve and - 
pleafe God ? ■ 1 hey will anfwec,— ^That no 
doubt all our parts and abilities are gifts of God 
w ho is the original author of our nature,— 
and, of confcquence, of all that belongs thereto. 
Thai as by him we live, and move, and havd- 
* our being/— -we. mull in courfe depend upon 
him for all our anions whatfoever,-^(inte we Ynuft 
depend upon him even for our life, and for eve-\ 

ry moment of its continuance. That from 

. this view of our flate and natural dependence, it. 
is certain, tbey will (ay,— —We cati do nothing 
tvithout his help. — But then they will add, — that 
it concerns uS no further as chrijlians^ than as we 
are men /-^the ian£tity of dur lives, the religious 
habits and improvements of our hearts, in no 
other fenfc depending upon God than the moft 
indifferent of aur adlions, or the natural e^cercife 
of any of. the other powers he has given us.— 
Agreeably with this,«— that the fpiritual gifts fpok« 
en of in Scripture, are to be underftood by wa^r . 
of accowimodatiou, to fignify the natural or ac- * 
qxiifed gifts of a man's mind^ fugh 4$ memory^ 

Vol. V, X fancy^ 
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fancy, wit and eloquence ; which, in a flric^ 

£hi]ofophical fcnfe, may be called Ipi ritual 
ecaufe they tranfcend the mechanical powers of 
matter, — and proceed more or lefs from the rati^ 
onal foul, which is a fpiritual fubftance. 

Whether thefe ought, in propriety, to be caU^ 
ed fpiritual gifts, I (hall not contend, as it feems 9 
mere difpute aboi|t words *, — but it is enough that 
the interpretation cuts the knot, inftead of unty- 
ing it ^ and, befides, explains away all kind o^ 
meaning in the above promifes. And the error of 
them (eems to ^rife, in the firft place, from 
diftingufliing that thefe fpiritual gifts, — if they 
muft be called fo, — fuch as memory, fancy and 
>vit, and other endowments of the mindly whicl^ 
stre known' by the name of natural parts, belong 
merely to us as men ; and whether the different 
ilcgrees, by which we excel each other in them, 
arife from ^ natural difference of our fouls,— or a 
happier difpofition of the organical parts of u$« 
*rhey are fuch, however, as God originally bi-* 
flows upon us, and with which, in a great mea- 
fure, we arc fent into the world. But the mora^ 
gifts of the Holy Ghoft, — which are more cpm<< 
monty called the fruits of the Sypirit,— cannot be 
confined within this defcription.— — We come 
not into the world equipt with virtues, as we do 
•^ith talents ; — if we did, we fliould come into, 
th^ world with that which robhed virtue of it& 
l^eft title bpth to prefent commendation and futuro 
reward. The gift of continency depends not, as. 
thefe affirm^ upoj^ ^ mere coldnefs of the coniii- 
tution— or patience and humility from an infen«i% 
fibllity of It;— -but they are virtues infenfibly 
wrought in us by the endeavours of our own wills 

1^4 concurrent ii^u^uces p/ a gracious a,gent ; — 
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and the religions improveiihents tfrifing from 

thence, are fo far from being the efFe£ls of na- 
ture, and a fit difpofition of the feveral parts and 
organical powers given us, — that the contrary is 
true; — ^namely, — ^that the ftream of our affec- 
tions and appetites but too naturally carry us^' 
the other way. — For this, let any man lay his 
hand upon his heart, and refle^l what has pafTecl 
within him, in the feveral confli£ls of meeknefs^ 
—temperance, — chaftity, and other felf-denials, 
-^and he will need no better arg^ument for his 
coriviclion. — 

This hint leads to the true anfwer to the above ' 
mifmtcTpretation of the teict,— That we depend 
upon God in no other fenfe for our virtues, — than 
we neceflarily do for every thing elfe ; and that 
the fruits of the Spirit are merely the determina-^ 
tions and efforts of our own r«aforr,-^and as much^ 
our own accomplifliments, as any other improve- 
ments arc the tScSt of our owa diligence and in*-' 
duftry. 

This account, by the way, fs oppofite td' the 

apoftle's; — who tells us, — It is God that work- 
eth in us, both to do and will, of his good 
pieafure.— It is true,— though we are born ig-' 
norai>t)«*-we can make ourfelves^ (kilful; — ^we 
can acquire arts and fcienccsby our own applica-- 
tion and ftudy. — But the cafe is not the fame in 
refp^dl of goodnefs.— We can acquire arts and 
fctences, becaufe we ly under no natural indifpo^* 
fition, or backwardnefs to that acquirement.— For 
nature, though it be corrupt, yet flill it is'curious 
and bufy after knowledge. — But it does not ap- 
^ pear, that to goodneis and fan&ity of manners we 
have the fame natural propcnfity. — Lufts with- 
in^ aad temptations without, fet up fo ftrong a- 

, X a. confederacy 
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confederacy againft it, as we are- never able to fur-^ 
maunt l)y our owti ftrength.— However firmly we 

may think wc Hand, — the beft of us are but up- 
held, and gracioufly kept upright J and whenever 
this divine alEiLancc is withdrawn, — or fufpended^ 
—ail hiilory, efpecially the facred, is full of me- 

lancholy inflances of what man is, when God 
leaves him to himfelf, — that he is even a thing of 
iiou|iht. 

Whether k was from a confcious experience of 
thistriith in themfclves, — or fome traditions hand-, 
cd from the fcripture account of it^ — or that It 
was, in fome meafure, dedueiWe from the prin- 
ciples of reafon,— -in the writings pf fome of the 
wifeft of the heathen philofophers, wc find the 
Itrongefl traces of the perfuafion of God^s affillin^ 
men to virtue and probity of manners. — One of- 
the greateit mailers of reaibntng amongft the an* 
cients acknowledges, that nothing great and ex- 
alted can be achieved, ^//^^ dlvifw afflatii ; — and Se-^ 
neca to the fame purpofe, — nulla mens bona fine- 
(Uo s-^hwi i\o ibul ca& be good without divine af«* 
liflance*— Now whatever comments may be put 
upon kivjh pairagc:s in their writings, — It is certain 
tbofe in fcripture can receive no other, to be con- 
fillent wjih themfelves, than what has beengiven» 
^And though, in vindication of human liberty, it 
IS as certain on the other Hand,~that education, 
precepts, examples, pious inclinations, and prac- 
tical diligence, are great and meritorious advan-* 
ces towards a religious ftate ; — ^yet the ftate it- 
fclf is got and finifhecl by God's grace and the 
concurrence of his Spirit upon tempers thus hap- 
pily predifpofed, — and honeftly making ufe oi 
fuch fit means:— and unlefs thus much is under- 
itood from them^— tbefevcral expreffions in fcrip- 
ture. 
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ture, where the offices of the Holy Ghoft, con*- 
^ducive to this cnd^ are enumerated — ^luch as- 
deanfingy guiding, renewing^ comforting, ftrength<«* 
cning and eftabliihing us, — are a fet of unintelli^- 
gibie words, which may amufe, but can convey 
iiitle lij^^ht to the underll.mding. 

This is all 1 have time left to fay at- prefent: 
upon the firft error of thofe,. who, by too loofe am 
* interpretation of the gifts and fruits of the Spirit,, 
explain away the whole fenfe and meaning of them^. 
and thereby render not only the promifes, but th«: 
comforts of them too,, of none effed«— ^Concem^i'- 
ing which error, I have only to* add this by way 
of extenuation of it, — that I believe the great and' 
unedifying rout made about fai^lification and re^- 
generation, in the middle of the laft century,^ 
and the enthufiaftiek extravagancies^ into whiclit 
the communications of the Spirit have been car- 
ried by lo many deluded or deluding people itn 
this,- are two of the great cauies which hwe dn^ • 
Ten many a Ibbcf man into the oppofite extremQ« . 
againft which 1 hare argued. — ^Now if the dread' 
of favouring too much of religion in^their inter- 
pretations has done this ill fervtce, — let us inquire,, 
on the other hand, whether the affectation. of too^ 
rhurh religion in the other extreme, has not mifled' 
others full as far from truth, and further from th$: 
re-aion and fobriety oi the gofpcl, than tlic.iiril.. 

r have already piovetl by fcripture argdmcntlfyt 
diat the influence of the holy. Spirit of God is ne^ 
cclihry to render the impcrftd: lacriiicc of ouft- 
obedience pkafing to our Maker. — lie hath pro— 
mifed to pcrfeii his itrength in our wenknefsi," 
— »With this aflUrance we ought to be fajtisiied 
efpecially fince oiif Savtotir hatH thought proper 
tomufufy all fcrupulous inquiries into operations 

X j» off 
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of this kind, by comprtHng them to the wind, 
which bloweth where it lilleth ; and thou hear- 
eft the found thereof , but eanft not tell whence 
it Cometh, or whither it goeth ? — fo is every 
one that is born of the Spirit." — Let humble 

gratitude acknowledge the effect, unprompted by[ 

zn idle curiofity to explain the caufe- 

We are told, without this afitltanee, we catv do 

nothing ; — ^we are told, from the fame authority^ 

we can do all through Chrift that Urengthens us. 

— ^We are commanded to ^ work out our own fai« 

* vation mth fear and trembling/' The reafcm 
immediately fellows ; * for it is God that work- 

• eth in you, both to will and to do, of his own 

♦ good pleafure/- — From thefe, and many bther 
repeated pafl&ges^ it is evident, that the afiiftan- 
ces of grace were not^intended to deftroy, but to 
co-operate with the endeavours of man, — and are 
derived from God in the fame manner as all na- 
tural powers. — ^Indeed, without this interpreta^ 
tion, bow could the Almighty addrefs himfelf ta^ 
man as a rational* being ?---how could his a^Hons^ 
be his own ? — how could he be confixlered as a 
blameable or rewardable creature ? 

From this account of the eonfiftent opinions of 
a fober*minded Chrifttan, let us take a view of 
the miftaken enthufiaft. — See him oftentatioufly 
clothed with the outward garb of fan£tity, to afe- 
tra£t the eyes of the vulgar. — See a cheerful de-^ 
meanourj the natural refult of an eafy and felf^ap^ 
plauding heart, ftudioufly avoided as criminal.— 
Sec his couatenance overfpread with a melancholy 
gloom and defpondence 'y^2& if religion, which is 
midently calculated' to make us happy in this life 
as. well as the next, was the parent of fullennefs. 
aoddifcoatent* — Hear him jouring forth his pha— 
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rrfalcal ejaculations on his journey, or in the 
ftreets. — Hcdi' him boafting of extraordinary com- 
miinicatipns with the God of all knowledge, and 
at the iame time, offendiiig againft the cpmmonk 
rules of his own native language^ and the plainec 
dictates of common fcnfe. — Hear him arrogantly ' 
thanking hi^ God, that h^ is not as other men are ^ 
and, with more than papal uncharitahlenefs, ve- 
ry liberally allotting the portion of the damnred« 
to every Chriftian whom he, partial judge, deems 
lefs perfe^i than himfelf — to every Chriliian wha 
18, walking on in the paths of duty with fober vi* ^ 
gilance, afpiring to perfe^on by progreffive at- 
tainments, and ferioufly endeavouring, through a 
rational faith in his Redeemer, to make hi^ call-* 
ing and ek<Siion fure*. 

. There hzvt been no fe£b in the Chriftian world» 
however abfurd, which have not endeavoured ta 
fupport their opinions by arguments drawn fronii 
fcripture, mifinterpreted or naiiapplied* . 
. We had a mekineholy inftance of this in our owA 
country, in the laft century ,~when. the church of - 
Chrift, as well as the government, during that 
period of national ccnfufiou, was torn afunderin- 
to yariotts and fa<3;ions i^whea fome mea > 
pretended to have fcripture precepts, parableSf 
or prophecies to plead, in favour of the moft im- 
pious abfurciities that falftiood could advance* 
IThe fame fpirit which prevailed amoagil the fana-*^ 
ticks, feems to have gone forth among thefe mo- 
dern- ertthufiafts. — Faith, the diftinguifhing cha- 
ratteriitick of a Chriftian, is defined by them, not 
as a rational ailent of the undcrftanding, to truthi' 
which are eftabUfhed by indifputable authority^ 
but as a violent perfuafion of mind, that they are 
iaitaxuaneoully become the children of God— that 

- the 
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the whole fcore of their fins is for ever blotted out,© 
without the payment of one tear of repentance.—^ 
Pfeafing doctrine this to the fears and paflions of 
mankind I — promriing fair to gain profelytcso£ 
the vicious and impenitent. 

Pardons and indulgences are the great fapportr 
•f papal power;— buft tbcfe modern empiricks t» 
religion have improved upon the fcbeme, pf«tend«^ 
^ ing to have difcovered an infallible nojlrutn for 
all incui iiblcs ; fuch as will prefcrve them for ever.. 
^And notwithitaading we have inilances of no* 
toriott8 offenders amene the warmeft advocates^ 
for finlefs perfeflion,-— the charm contimies pow*^ 
erful. — Did thefe vifionary notions of an hetitect^ 
ixnat^ination tend only to amufe the fancy, they 
migiit be treated wit ti contempt but wheti they 
depreciate all moral attainments when the fug«- 
jfeftions of a frantick brain are blafphemouflf a- 
icribed to the holy Spirit of God ; — when faith, 
and divine love are placed in oppofition to prac-^ 
iical virtoeS) they tbei> become the objeds of a- 
▼erfkm. In one fenfe^ indeed', many of* thefe de*- 
luded people demand our tendereft compafiTion,— *• 
whole diibrder is in the head, rather than the 
Heart :— and who call for the aid! of a phyfician, 
who eai> cure the diftempered Aate of the body, 
ruther than one who may (both the anxieties of 
the mind. 

Indeed, in many cafeSn ^^^y fcem fo much? 
labove the Ikill of etther,r*that unlefs God iff- 
his mercy rebuke this fpirit of enthufiafm, which 
is gone out amongfh us, no one can pretend to fay, 
bow far it may go, or what miiehiefs it may do 
io thefe kingdoms.~Already it has taught us 
as much bla(phemous latiguage ond, if it goes 
TO, by the fam^lcs given us in iheii: journals^ will 
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fill U8 with as many legendary accounts of vifions 
and revelations, as we have formerly had from 

the church of Rome. And for any fecurity we 
have againft itj — when time fhall ferve, it may 
as eflPefitually convert the profeiTocs of it, even in-^ 
to popery itfelf, — confiftent with their own prin- 
ciples ; — for, they have nothing more to do than 
to fay, that the fpirit which infpired them, has 
fignified, that the pope is infpired as well as they, 
and confequently is infallible.— After which, I 
cannot "fee how they can poflibly refrain going to 
mafs, confident with their own principles. — 

Thus much for thefe two oppofite errors the 
examination of which, has taken up fo much 
time, — ^that I have little left to add, but to beg of 
God, by the affiltance of his holy Spirit, to pre* 
fcrve us equally from both extremes, and enable 
us to form fucb right and'worthy apprehenfions of 
our holy Religion , t hat it may never fuffer,, 
through the coolnefs of our conceptions of it, on 
one hand, — or the immoderate heat of them, on 
the other ;-r-bat that we may at all times fee it, 
as it is, and as it was defigned by its blefled. 
"Founder, as the moft rational, fober and coftfift«^ 
ent inflitutioa that could have been given to the 
fonsofmen. ^ ^ 

Now to God, 55V. 
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Ecclesiastics xii. 

JLet us hear the ^onclujion of the wbele fnatter^ * ■ * 
Fear God^ and keep his carmmndmettts v* far this 

is the whole duty of man* 

THE wife maih m the bcgtmiing bf this 
book, had propofed it as a grand ijucry to 
be difcuficd, — * To find out what was good for 

* the fons of men, which they ihould do under 

* the heavens^ all the days of their lives?' — ^That 
is, what was the fitted employment, and the chief 
and proper bufin^ls, which they fliould apply 

. thcmfclves to in this world. — And here, in the 
text, after a fair difcuifion of the quellion, he 
aflerts it to be the bufinefs of religion, — the feai^ 
ing God, and keeping his commandments.—* 
This was the conchifion of the whole matter, — 
and the natural refult of all his debates and inqui^ 
ries.— -And I amperfuaded, the more obfervations 
we make upon the (hort life of man,-— the more 
we experience, — and the longer trials we have of 
the world, — and the feveral pretenfions it ofiers to 
our faappinefs,-~the more we fhall be engaged ta 
think, like him,— —that we can never find what 
we look for in any other thing which we do un- 
der the heavens, except in that of duty and obe- 
dience to God.' In the courfe of the wife 
Solan's examination of this point,^we find a great 
many beautiiiil rdle£lion8 upon human afFairs, all 
tending to illuilrate the conclufion he draws i and 
Vol. V. a« 
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as they are fuch as arc apt to offer themfelves 

to the thoughts of every fcrious and confidcrate 
man} — cannot do better than renew the impref- 
fions, — by retouching the principal arguments of* 
his difcpurfe,— before I proceed to the general ufe 
and application of the whole. 

In the former part of his book he had taken 
into coniideration thofe fevcral ilates of life to 
-which men ulually apply themfelves for bappi- 
ncfs firft, — learning, — wifdom ; • n ert,— 

inirth, jollity and pleafure ; then power and 

greatncfs, — rict^es and poflei&ons. — All of which 
are fo far from'anfwerinff the end for which they 
were at firft purfuedi—^tnat^ by a great variety of 
arguments, — he proves them fcverally to be fo ma- 
uj * fore travels which God hath given to the fons 
* of men to beexercifed therewith j'— ^nd iuilead 
^ of being any, or all of them, our proper end and 
Tcmployrhefit, or fufficient to our happinefs,— — 
he makes it plain, by a feries of obfcrvations upon 
the life of man, — ^that they are ever likely to end 
"^nth ' others where they had done with him ; — 
thzt is, in vanity and vexation of fpirit* 

Then he takes notice of the fevcral jccidcntsof 
this life, which perpetually rob us of what little 
fweets the fruition of thefe objects might feem to 
promHe us~boii<h with regard to out endeavours 
>4nd our perfons in this world. 

ifl, With regard to our endeavours, — he fiiews 
that tie moft likely ways and means arc not al- 
ways effedkttsl for the attaining of their end ^ 
that, in general, — ^the utm<^ that human coun- 
fcls and prudence can provide for, is to take care, 
yAxicn they contend in a race, that they be fwift- 
er than thofe who run againfl them ; — or when 
they are to fiffht a battle, that they be ftronger 
than thofe w^iom they are to encounter. — A:.d 

yet. 
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yet afterwards, -in the ninth chapter, he obfervcs^* 
that the race i& not to the fwift, nor the battle 

to the ftrong ; — neither yet bread to the wife,— 
iior yet riches to men of underltanding, — nor fa- 
iiour to men of Ikill ; — but time and chance hap- 
pens to them all. — ^That there are fecret work- 
ings in human affairs, which over-rule all hu- 
man contrivance, and counterplot the wifefl of 
Qur counfels, in fo llrange and. unexpected a man- 
ner, as to caft a damp upon our beft fchemes, and 
warmeft endeavours, 

. And then, for thofe accidents to ^vllich our 
pcrfons are as liable as our labours, he obfervea 
thefc three things; — firft, the natural infirmities 
of our bodies,— which alternately lay us open to* . 
the fad changes of pp.in and ficknefs ; which, iu 
the fifth chapter, he ftiks wrath and forrow; un- 
, - cier which, when a man lies Jiuguifliing, nouQ 
of his worldly enjoyments wrli fi^nify muck***- 

Like one that fingech fongs with a heavy heart, . 

neither mirth,— nor power, — nor ridie^s, fliall af- 
ford him eafe, — nor will all their force be able fo 
. to ftay the ftr9k€ of nature,— but that he fhall biy 
f cut ofF in the midft of his days, and then all his 
* thoughts pciilh.' — Or elfe, what is no uncom-' 
mon fpeaacle,— in the midll of all his luxury,. * 
,he may wafte away the greateft part of his life 
with much wearinefs and anguifli ; and with the 
long torture of an unrelenting difeafe, he may wifli 
himlclf to go down to the grave,, and to be fet 
at liberty from all his poiTelfions, and all'his jui- 
fcry, at the fame time. 

adly, If it be fuppofed, — that by the ftrengrh 
of fpirits, and the natural cheerfulncfs of a man's * 
temper, he fliould efcape thefe, ^ and live miny 
« years, and rejoice in them all,*— which is not the 
lot of many ; — yet, * he muft rcmciiibcr the days of 

^ ^ darJtncfs 

■ 
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* darknefs i'—that is, they who devote them*' 

fehres to a perpetual round of mirth and pleafure,. 
-—cannot ib manage matters as to avoid the 
thoi^^hts of their futtfre Jlates^ and the anxiety 
about what fliall become of them hereafter, when 
they are to depart out of this world ;'-^—^t 
they cannot fo crowd their heads, and fill up their 
time with other matters, — but that the remem- 
brance of this will fometimes be uppermoft,— and 
tliruft itfelf into their minds whenever they are 
retired and ferious. — And as this will naturally 
prefent to them a dark profpect of their future 
happinefs, — it muft, at the fame time, prove no* 
imall damp and allay ta what they would enjoy 
atpfefent. 

But, in the third place, — fiippofc a man fhould 
be able to avoid ficknefs, — and to put the trouble 

of thefe thoughts likewile far from him," yet 

^erc is fomething elfe which he cannot poffioly^ 
decline old age will unavoidably fteal upon him, 
-with all the infirmities of it, — when (as he ex- 
prefies it) * the grinders fliall be few, and appetite 
^ ceafes,' when thofe who look out of the windows- 
^ (hall be darkened, and the keepers of the houfe 
* fhall trcniblc.' — ^^Vhen a man lhall become a bur- 
den to himfelf, and to. his friends ; — when, per-^ 
haps, thofe of his n^areft relations, whom he- 
hath moft obliged by kindnefs, ihall think it time 
for him to depart, to creep off the ftage, and 
make room for fucceeding generations. 

And tb^n, after a little funeral pomp of mourn-^ 
ers going about the JlreetSy — a man fliall be buried 
out of the way, and in a year or two be as much^ 
forgotten, as if he had never exifted. — For there 
is no remembrance (fays he) of the wife more 
than the fool ; — ^feeing that which now is, in the 
days to come, fliaU be forgotten y every day pro^ 

ducing; 
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tfocing fbmcthin'g which feems new aiid ftfatige^ 
to take up mens talk and wonder, and to drawn- 

tlie memory of former perfons aiul actions.— 

And I appeal to any racioiial man, whether thefe 
are not fome of the mod material refiedlions about. 
Kuman affairs, — ^which occur to* every one who 
gives himfelf the leafl: leifure to think about them ? 
— Now, from aU thefe premiies put together, So- 
lomon infers this ihort concluiion in the text^-^^- 
Tb»t to fear iGod, and keep bis eommandments,, 
is flte whole duty of man ;^that, to be ferious in. 
the matter of religion, and careful about our fu-- 
ture ilates, is .that which, after all our other expc— 
rimentSy will be found to be our chief hapirirfefs^. 
•—our greateft inteneft,— our greateft wrfdom,— - 
and that which mcfl of all dciervcs our care and - 
application -^ 1 his muil ever be the lall refult, * 
and the upfbot of every wife man's oblervations 
upon all thefe tranfitory things, and upon tbeta-^ 
nicy of their feveral pretences to our well-being ; 
—and we may depeml upon it, as an everla/ting 
truth,r^that we can never fii>d what wc feek for 
ah any other courfe, or any oiherobjed, — bi^t this 
one and the more we know and think, and the. 
( more experience we have or tiie world, and of 

j ourfclves, the more we are convinced of this truth,^ 

f and led back by it to reft our foukupon that God* 
i from whence we cagie.— Every^coftlideration up— , 
[ , on the life i)f man tends to cn;^ap;c us to tl.i v 
polnt,^ — 10 be in erirncil in ti.e concernment (♦f re- 
ligion J— to love and fc: r God to provide for 
our true intercft,— and do ourfdves the- moft ef*. 
. fefhial fervice,— -by devoting ourfelves to him,— -- 
and always thinking of bin), — as he is the true- 
aiid Hnal happ:aeft>. of a realbnablc and immortal: 
. foirit^ 

. J X • And: 

/ 

! 

I ■ . • 

Digitized by Google 



2S6 " S E R M O N^^ XXXIX. . 



And indeed one would tlnnk it next to imp ofr 
fible, — did net tke commonncfs of the thing take 
off from th^ wonder^:— <tbat a man who thinks at 
aH,-— 4hMkl let his whole life.be a omtradidion 
to fuch obvious reflexions. 

The vanity and emptinefs of worldy goods and 
'«moymentS| — ^the {hortnefs and mxcertainty of 
-life)— ^he unalterable event hanging over our. 
heads,—* that, in a few days, we muft all of us go 
* to that place from whence we fliall not return;*' 
~the (Certainty of this, — the uncertainty of the 
time when,— ^he immortality o£ the fbiil,-*-tbo 
doubtful and momentous iffues of eternity, — the 
terrors of damnation, and the glorious thing$ 
-which are fpoken of the city of God, arc medita* 
tions ,£o obvious, and fo naturally check and block 
up a man's way,— ^re fo> very interefting, and^, 
above all, fo unavoidable, — that it is aftonifhing 
how it WHS poffible, at any time, for mortal man 
^to have; his head full of any thing elfe.-— rAnd. 
yet, was.the fame perfon to take a view of th« 
, Hate of the woild, — how flight an obfcrvation 
would convince him, that the wonder lay, in fa£l, 
on the other fide ; — and that,, as wifely as we 
difcourfe, and philofephiae de cantetfi^tu *m(ttidi et 
fnga facuH — yet, for one wlw really ads in the 
Avorld — confiftent with his own rcfleftions upon, 
jt, — that there are multitudes whg feem to takev' 
,aim at nothing higher ; — and,, as empty a thing; 
.as it is,—- are fo dazzled with, , as to ihink it meet 
to build tabernacles oT feft upon it, — ^and fay, // 

good to be here* Whether, as an able enquirer* 

into this paradox guefles, — whether it.is,.tha| meat 
d(> not heartily believe fuch . a thing as a future 
. ftate of happinefs .an<i mifery,— or if they do,-— 
that they do not aftually and fcrioufly confider it, 

^--^jiua. fuSg:. jx to ly^ 4Q(^aAt w4 iaiiciive within. 

. _ them,--*--' 
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ihem, — and lb are as little afleded with It, as if, 
in trutb> they believed it not or whether they 
look upon it through that cad of the peripedive 
which reprefents a« afar ofF, — and fo #rc more 
forcibly dra-wn by the nearer, though the leiier^ 
loadttone whether thefe^ or w hatever other 
caufc may be affigned for it, — the oblervation is 
ificontcftiblc,. that the bulk of mankind, in paf^ ^ 
fin'^ through this vale of niilery, — ^ufe it not as a 
tveil to refrefli and allay, — but iully to quench 
and iatisfy their thirft ; — minding, (or,. a& the a* 
poftle fays), rdilhing caahly things,— making 
them the end and fum-total of their defires,— 
and, in one v/ord, — loving this world — jult as 

they are commanded to love God j that is, — 

. wiit all their ieart, with all their fouly — with all 

their mind and ftcength. Bu% this is not the 

ftrangell part of this paradox. A man lhaii not 
only lean and relt upon the world with his whole 
ftrefs,-^ut, in many initances, ihail live notoriii 
oufly bad and vicious ;~whcn he is reproved, he. 
fhall teem convinced y — when he is obierved, he. - 
ftiall be aihamed \ — when he puriuvs his iiu, he 
will do it. in- the dark; — and when he has dune it^, 
-fhall. even be diflktisfied with himlelf : — yet llilli. 
this fliall produce no alteration in his conidu£k.— 
Tell him he lhall one day die;— or bring the event 
.ftill nearer, — and Ihew,.. that, according co.th^ 
oourfc of nature,, be eannot poi&bly live many 
years,— he will' figh, perhaps, — and tell you, he 
is convinced of that, as much as realbn and ex- 

£erience can make him:. — ^proceed and urge to^ 
im, — ^that after death comes judgment, and 
^at he will certainly there be' dealt' with by a jult 
God according to his a£lions ; — he will thank 
God he is no dcill, — and tell you, with the lame 

gfav^.face^he^s thoroughly convinced of that. 

fooirr 
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too y — and as he believes, — no doubt, he trem*- 
blc8 too and yet after all, with all this conviG*- 
tion upon his mind, you will fee him ftill perie^ 
vere in the fame couiie,— and commit hit fin with 
as certain an event and refolution, as if he knew 
no argument againfi it.'^'i hefe notices of things, 
iK>wever teirible and true, pafs through his under*- 
ftanding as an eagle through the air, that leaves: 
no path behind. 

So that, upon the whole, inflead of abounding; 
tfith occaflons to fet us ferlouily m tbinking,~- 
the- world might difpenfe whh many more calls; 
ef thixS kind, — and were they fcven times as many 
as they are,— confidering what infuflicient ufe we 
make of thofe we have, all,. I fear, would 1^ little, 
enough to bring thefe things to our remembrance; 
as often, and engage vs to lay them to ovr hearts 
wirh that elTcftionate concern, which the weight 
and intereft of them reijuires at our hands. — Soon- 
er or taier, the moft inconfidierate of us all fhallr 
find, with Solomon ,~that to <&> this effe&ofally,, 
is the whole duty of man. 

And I cannot conclude this difcourfe upon his» 
words better than with a fliort and earneft exhor*- 
tsation, that the fc^mnity of this feafoiiy^— and the. 
meditations to which it is devoted, may lead you. 
up to the true knowledge and pradl:ice'bf the fame; 
pointf.of fearing God and keeping his command— 
metts,*-— and convince you, as it did him, of the 
indifpenfibfe neceffity of making that the buiinefe. 
of a man's life, which is the chief end of his be- 
ing, — the eternal happmefs and ialvation of his 

Which may God grants for the fake of Jefus 

Chrift. Amen. 
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• 2 Chronicles xv. 14. 



And they [ware unto the Lord with a hud voice^ and 
* nvith jbouiingy and with trumpets^ and with cor^^ 
nets^^And all the men of Judah rejoiced at thi % 
oath. < 



IT will be neceiTary to give a particular account 
of what was the occafioh» as well as the na- 
ture, of the oath which the men of Judah fware 

unto the Lord ; — wlilch will explain, not only the 
reafons whyit became a matter of fo much joy 
to them, but likewife admit of an application fuit* 
able to the purpofcs of this folemn alTemWy. 

Abijah, and Afahis fon, were unfuccciFive kings 
of Judah. — The firfl came to the crown at the 
c!ofe of a long, and, in the end, a very fucce&ful . 
war, which had gradually wafted the ftrength smd 
riches of his kingdom. ' 

He was a prince endowed with the talents * 
which the emergencies of his country required, 
and feemed born to make Judah a vi£torious, as 
well as a happy people.— The condufl and great 
fuccefs of hi^ arms againil Jeroboam, had well 

' ' ettabliOicd 
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cftabliflied the firft but his kingdom, which 
had been fo many years the feat of a war, had 
been fo walled and bewildered, that his reign, 
good as it wa9, was too iliorc to accomplifh the 
lancr.-— He died, and left the work unfiniflied for 
his fon. — Afa fucceeded, in the room of Abijah 
his father, with the trucft notions of religion and 
government that could be derived either from 
reafon 5r experience. — flis reafon told him, that 
God fhould be worlhipped in fimplicity and 
fmglenefs of heart ; — therefore he took away the 
altars of the ilrange gods, and broke down their 
images. — ^His experience told him, that the moil 
fuccefsfttl wars, inftead of invigorating^, more 
generally drained away the vitals of government, 
—and, at befl, ended but in a brighter and more 
oftentatious kind of poverty and vdefolation 
therefore he laid a(ide his fword, and ftudied the 
arts of ruling Judah with peace. — Confciencc 
would not fuffer Afa to facrifice his fubjecls to 
private view\s of ambition, and wifdom forbade be 
fhould fuffer them to offer up themfelves to the 
pretence of publick ones; — fince er\Jargemcnt of 
empire, by the dcftruflion of its people, {the 
natural and only valuable fource of ilrength and 
riches) was a diihoneil and miferable exchange, 
—and however ,well the glory of ^ conqueft 
might appear in the eyes of a common behold- 
er, yet, when bought at that coilly rate, a fa- 
ther to his country would behold the triumphs 
which attended it, and weep as it pafled by 

him. Amidft all the glare and jollity of the 

day, the parent's eyes would fix attentively 
upon his child i he would difcern him droop- 
ing under the weight of. his attire, without 
ftrength or vigour^ his ibrmer beauty and come- 
I lincfs 
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linds gone ofF:— he would behold the 'coat of 
many ccdours.ftained with blood, and cry,— Alas f 

they have decked thee with a parent's pride, but 
not with a parent's care and forelight- 

With fuch afFeftionate fentiments of govern- 
ment, and juft principles of religion, Afa began 
liis reign : — A reign marked out with . new aeras, 
and a fucceffion of happier occurjrences than what 
had diftinguifhed former days. 

The juft and gentle ipirit of the prince, infen*. • 
fibly ftolc into the lu'eafts of the people. — The 
men of Judah turned their fwords into plough- ' 

ihares, and their fpears into pruning hooks. 

By induftry and Tirtuous labour thev acquired, 
wiiat by ipoil and rapine they might tiave fought 
after long in vain. — The traces of their late trou- 
bles foon began to wear out. — The cities, which 
had become ruinous and defolate (the prey of 
the famine and the fword) were now rebuilt, for- 
tified, and made populous.— ^— Peace, fecurity, 
wealth, and profperity, feemed to compofe the 
whole hiftory of Afa's reign. — O Judah ! what 
. could then have been done more than what was 
done to make thy people happy ? 

"What one blefling was withheld, that thou 
^ fliouldlt ever withhold thy thankfulne& 

That thou didft'not continually turn thy eyes 
towards heaven wfth an habitual fenfe of God's 
mercies, and devoutly praife him for fctling Aia 
over you ? • 
. Were not the publick bleffings, and the jirivate 
enjoyments, which every man of Judah derived 
from them, fuch as to make the continuance of 
them defirable ? — and what other way was there 
to effe£i it, than to fwear unto the Lord, with 
all your hearts and fouls, to perform ^e CQve« 

Z nant 
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• nant made with your fathers ? — to fecurc that fa- 
tour and intereft with the almighty Being, with- 
out which the wifdom of this world is fooliflinefg, 
and the befl conne£ted fyftems of human policy 
are fpeculative and airy proje^ts^ without founda- 
tion or* Aibftance. — The hiftory of their own ex-» 
ploits and eftablifhment fince they had become a 
natioiij^ was a ftrong confirmation of this dog- 
trine. 

^ But too free and unintentipted a pofleflion df 
God Almighty's bleffings, fometimes (though it 
feems ftrange to fuppofe it) even tempts man to 
forget him, either from a certain depravity and 
ingratitude of nature, not to be wrought utx)n by 
pMdnefsr^r that they are made by it too paf* 
fionately fond of the prefent hour, and too 
thoughtlefs of its great Author, whofe kind pro- 
vidence brought it about* — This feemed to hava 
been the cafe with the men of Judah x—for not* 
withftanding all that God had done for them, in 
placing Abijah, and Afa his fon, over them, and 
infpiring them with hearts and talents proper to 
retrieve the errors of the foregoing reign, and 
bring back peace and plenty to the dwellings of * 
Judah — yet there appears no record of an^ fo- 
lemfi and religious acknowledgment to God for 
fuch (ignal favours. — The people faj: down in a 
thanklefs fecurity, each man under his vine, to 
*at and drink, and rofe up to play ; — more foli^ 
citous to enjoy their l>leffings, than to deferve 
them. 

But this fcene of tranquillity was not to ful^ft 

without fome change — and it feemed as if pro- 
vidence at length had fuflered the ftream to be 
interrupted, to make them confider whence it 
' flowed^ and how necefiary it had been all along 

. to 
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to their fupport. The Ethiopians, ever Cncc the 
beginning of Abijah's reign^ until the tenth vear 
of Afa's, had been at peace, of at leaft, vnat- 

ever fecret enmity they bore, had made no open 
attacks upon the kingdom of Judah. And in- 
deed the bad meafures which Rehoboam had 
taken, in the latter part of the reign which im- • - 
mediately preceded theirs, feemed to have favcd 
the Ethiopians the trouble. For Rehoboam, 
though in the former part of his reign he dealt 
wifely } yet when he had eflablifhed his king- 
dom, and ftrengthened himfelf, — he forfook the ' 

laws of the Lord y he forfook the counfcl 

which the old men give him, and took counfel 
with the young mtn^ which were brought up 
with him, and flood before him. Such ]ll-ad« 
Tifed meafures, in all probability, had given the 
enemies of Judah fuch deciiive advantages over 
heff that they had fat dawn contented, and for 
«utny years enjoyed the fruits of their acqniii- 
tions. But the friendflnp of princes is feldom 
made up of better materials than thofe which 
are every day to be feett in private life, — An which 
(incerity and affe^lion are not at all confidered as 
ingredients. Change of time and circumflances 
produce a change of counfels and behaviour. 
Judah, in length of time, had become a frefh 
temptation, and was worth fighting for. Her 
riches and plenty might firft make her enemies 
covet, and then the remembrance of how cheap 
and eafy a prey flie had formerly been, might 
make them not doubt of obtaining. 

By thefe apparent motives, (or whether God, 
who fometimes ovcr-iulcs thcheait of man, was 
pieced to turn them by fecret ones, to the pur- 
pofes of his wifdom) the ambition o.f the Ethio- 

Z 2 plans 
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pians revived, with an hofl: of men numerous 38 
the fand upon the fea-ihore in multitude.—— 
They had left their country, and were coming 
forwards to invade them. What can Judah pro- 

pofe to do in fo terrifying a crifis ? where can 

ihe betake herfelf for refuge?— on one hand^ her 
religion and laws, are too precious to be given 
up; or trufted to the hands of a ftranger ; — — 
and, on the other hand, how can fo fmall a king- 
doQi, juft recovering ftrength, furrounded by au- 
army of a thoufand thoufand men, befi^es cha- 
riots and horfes^ be able to withftand fo power- 
ful a (hock ? ■ B ut here it appeared that thofe, 
who, in their profperity, can forget God, do 
yet remember him in the day of danger, and 
^ diitrefs ; a nd can begin with comfort to de- 
pend upon his providence, when with comfort 
they can depend upon nothing elfe. For when 
Zerah, the Ethiopian, was come unto the val- 
ley of Zephatha at Maretha, Ala, and all the 
men of Judah, and Benjamin, went out againft 
him : — and as they went, they cried mightily un- 
to God. And Afa prayed for his people, 

* and he faid, " O Lord ! it is nothing with 

thee to help, * whether with many, or with 
them that have no power ; help us, O 

Lord our God ; for we reft in thee, and in 
thy name we go againft this multitude.— —O 
Lord, thou -art our God, let not man prevail 
againft thee." Succefs almoft feemed a debt 
due to the piety of the prince, and the contri- 
tion of bis people. So God fmote the Ethior 
pians, and they could not recover themfelves : 
—-for they were fcattered, and utterly dcftroyed, 
—before the Lord, and before his hoft. And 
a|> they returned to Jerufalem from purfuing,-— ' 

behold 
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behold the Spirit of God came upon Afariah, the 

fon of Odcd. And he went out to rnett Afa, and' 
he faid unto him, — Hear ye me, Afa, and all Jii- 
dah and Benjamin; thel.oRD is with you, vvhilll 
you are with him ; and if. you feek him, he will 
be found of you, but if you fbrfake him, he will 

forfake you. Nothing could more powerfully 

call home the conicience, than fo timely an ex- 
'poftulation. The men of Judah and Benjamin^ 
ftruck with a fcnfc of their late deliverance, and 
the many other felicities they had enjoyed fincc 
Afa was king over them, they gathered them- 
felves together at Jerufalcm, in the third month 
in the fifteenth year of Afa's reign ;— and they 
entered into a covenant to feek the Lord God of 
their fathers, with all their hciirt, and whh all. 
their foul : and they fware uiito the Lord with a: 
loud voice, and with ihouting, and with'trum* 
pets, and with comets,; — ^andall Judah rejoiced at 
^he oath. 

One may obferve a kind of luxuriety in the 
defcription* which the holy hiftorian gives' of the 
tranfport of the men of Judah upon tnis occafion. 

— And fure, if ever matter of joy was fo reafon- 
ably founded, as to excufe any excefles in the ex* 

preifions of it, — this was one : for without it, 

—the condition of Judah, though otherwife the 
happieft, would have been, of all nations under 
heaven, the mod miferable. 

Let us fuppofe a moment, inllead of being re- 
pulfedy that the enterprife of the Etiviopians bad 
profpcrcd againft them, — ^like other grievous dif- 

tempers, where the vitals are firll attacked, ■ 

Afa, their king, would have been fought after, and 
have been made the firft facrifice. He mull .ei- 
ther have jfallen by the fwo^d of battle, or execu-* 

Z 3 tiun;. 
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tion ; or, what is worfe, he muft have furvivecf 
the ruin of his country by flight, — ^and worn out 
the remainder of his days in forrow, ibr the af« 
fliftions which were come upon it. In fome re- 
mote corner of the world, the good king would 
have heard the particulars of Judah^s deilru£):ion. 
He would have been told how the country, which 
had become dear to him by his paternal care^ 
was now utterly laid wafte, and all his labour 
loft f — how the fences which protected it were 
torn up, and the tender plant within, which he 
had fo long (heltered, was cruelly trodden under 
foot and devoured. He would hear how Zerah, 
the Ethiopian, when he had overthrown the 
kingdom, thought himfelf bound in confcience 
to overthrow the religion of it too, and eftablifh 
his own idolatrous one in its ftead. That, in 
purfuancc of this, the holy religion, which Afa 
had reformed, had begun every where to be evit 
fjpoken of, and evil entreated. 
• That it was firft banifhed from the courts of 
the king's houfe, and the midfl of Jerufalem,— * 
and then fled for fafety out of the way into the 
wildernefs, and found np city to dwell in. That 
Zerah. had rebuilt the altars of the ftrange godSf 
— which Afa^s piety had broken down, and fet up 
their images. 

That his commandment was urgent y that all 
Ihould fall down and worihip the idol he had 
made : That, to complete the tale of their «ii- 
feries, there was no profpeft of deliverance fox- 
any but the worft of his fubjefls ; thofe who, ia 
bis reign, had either leaned in their hearts to* 
wards thefe idolatries,— -or whofe principles and 
morals were fuch, that all religions fuiied them 
alike. Cut that the honeil and confcieatioui men 
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•f Jtidah, unaUe to behold* fuch abominatioiuiy 

hung down every man his head like a bulrufli, 
and put fackcloth and afhes under him. 

This pi£iure of Judah'ft desolation, might be 
ibme refemblance of what every one of Afa's fub« 
jeds would probably form to himfelf, the day he 
folemnized an exemption from it. And the tranf- 
port was natural, — To fwear unto the Lord with 
a loud voice, and with (houting, and with tmmm 
pets, and with cornets to rejoice at the oath 
which fccured their future peace, and celebrate it 
with all external marks of gladncfs. 
- 1 have at length gone through the ftory, which 
gave the occaGon to this religious a^ which it » 
recorded of the men of Judah in the text. 

I believe there is not one, in facred Scripture^, 
that bids fairer for a parallel to our own times^ * 
or that would admit of an application more fuit* 
able to the folemnity of this day* 

But men are apt to be ftruck with likcnefies in 
fo different a manner, from the different points 
of view in which they ftand, as well as their di« 
verfity of judgments, that it is generally a very 
unacceptable piece of officiouliicli to fix any cer- 
tain degrees of approach.. 

In this cafe, it feems fu£Bcient,— -that thofei 
who will dtfcem the leaft refemblance, will dif- 
cern enough to make them ferioufly comply with 

the devotion of the day 5 ^and that thofe who 

are affefted with it in a ftronger manner, and fee 
the bleilings of a proteftant king in its faireft 
light, with all the mercies which made way for 
it, will have ftill more abundant reafon to adore 
that good Being, which has ail along protected it 
from the enemies which have rifen up to do it 
violqaice ^— but more efpecialiy, in g lace inftance. 
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by turning down Ac counfefs of tlic froward' 

headlong, — and confounding the devices of the 

crafty, fo that their hands could not perform' 

tlicir enterprize*—— -Though this event, for many 
reafons, will ever be tdd among the felicities of 

• thclc days ; yet for none more fo, — tli.ii) that 

it has given us a frefli mark of the continualion 

of God Almighty's favour to us: a part of - 

that great complicated blefling for which we are 
gathered together to return him thanks. 

Let us, therefore, I befeech you, endeavour to 
do it in the way which becomes wife men, and 
which is likely to be moft acceptable ; ■ a mfc 
that is, — to puffue the intentions of his provi- 
dence, in giving us the occaiion — to become bet-^- 
ter men, and by a holy and boneft convcrfation,* 
make ourfelves capable of enjoying what God has ' 
done for us. I n vain (hall we celebrate the^ ^ 
day with a loud voice, and with fliouting, and 
with trumpets, — if we do not do it likewife with 
the internal and more certain marks of fincerity,. 
,--«-a reformation and parity in our manners.' It 
is impoffible a finful people can cither be grateful 
•to God, or properly loyal to their prince. They 
cannot b^ grateful to the one, becaufe they live 
^ot under a fenfe of his mercies ;~nor can thejr 
be loyal to the other, becaufe they daily offend* 
in two of the tendered points which concern his, 
welfare. By firft difengaging the providence of i 
God from taking our part, and then giving a 
heart to our adverfarles to lift their bands againft 
us, who muft know, that, if we forfake God> 
God will forfake us. Their hopes, their defigns, 
their wickednefs againft us^ can only be built on 
ours towards God. 

, For 
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For" if they did not think wc did evil, they 

durfl: not hope we could perifli. 

Ceafe, therefore, to do evil ; — for by following 
righteoufnefs, you* will make the hearts of your 
enemies faint, they will tnm dieir backs againft 
your indignation, — ^and their weapons will faU 
from their hands. 

Which may God grant, through the merits 
and mediation of his Son Jbsus Ch&ist, t0 
whom be all honour, £5*^. Amen* 
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FOLLOW PEACE. 
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Hebrews xii. 14. 

Follow peace ivith all inen^ and holinefsy wUhoui 
which HO man Jball fee the Lord* 

* 



THE great end and defign, of our holy reli- 
gion, next to the main view of reconcil- 
ing us to God) was to reconcile us to each other : 
^— -by teaching us to fubdue all thofe unfriendly 
difpOfifions in our nature, which unfit us for 
happinefs, and the fecial enjoyment of the many 
bkffings which God has enabled us to partake of 
in this world) miferable as it is, in many re- 
fpeds.— Could Chriftianity perfuade the profeflbrt 
of it into this temper, and engage us, as its doc- 
trine requires^ to go on and exalt our natures^! ^ 
and) after the fubdu£lion of the moft unfriendly 
of our paifionS) to plant, in the room of them, all 
thofe (more natural to the foil) humane and be- 
nevolent inclinations, which, in imitation of the 
perfections of God, ihould difpofe us to extend 
»ttr love and goodneft to our fellow creatures, ac« 
cording to the extent of our abilities ; ■ i n like 
manner, as the goodnefs of God extends itfelf 
over all the works of tbe creation ^—--could this 
Vol. V. a a be 
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be accompliflied, — the world would be worth liv- 
ing in; — and might be confidered by us as a fore* 
taue of what we fliould enter upon hereafter. ^ 
But fach a fyftem, you'll fay, 19 merely vifi<m- 

ary and, confidering man as a creature fo be- 

fet with felfiflinefs, and other fretful pailions that 
propenfity prompts him fo, though it is to be 
wifhed, it is not to be expeded.— ^But our reli- 
gion enjoins us to approach as near this fair pat- 
tern as we can ; and, if it be poffible, as much 
as lieth in us, to live peaceably with all. men ; — 
whei'e^thc term, — poffibUy — I own,, implies it. 
may not only be difficult, but fometimes impof- 

fible. Thus the words of the text, — Follow 

peace, — may by forae be thought to impiv, — that 
this defirable blefQng may fometimes fly mm us": 
— but ftill we are required to follow it, and not 
ceafe the purfult, till we have ufed all warrantable 
methods to regain and fettle it becaufe, adds 
the apoille, without this frame of mind, no man 
fliali fee the Lord. For heaven is the region, ast 
well as the recompence, of peace and benevolence; 
and fuch as do not defire and promote it here, are 
not qualified to enjoy it hereafter. 

For this caufe, in Scripture language, — ^peace 
is always fpo.ke of as the great and comprehen- 
fivtf bleffing, which included in it all manner of 
, hippineis ; ■ > a nd to wifti peace to any houfe or 
perfon, was, in one word, t6 wifli them all that was 

good and defirable.^ Becaufe bappinefs confifts 

in the inward complacency and fatisfartion of the 
ipind ; and he who has fuch a difpofition of foul, 
as to acquiefce and reft conteiited with all the 
events of iPirovidence, can want nothing this 
world can give him. Agreeable to this, — that 

'Ihort, 
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fhort, but moft comprehenfu e hymn, fung by an- 
gels at our Saviour's birth, declaratory of the joy 
and happy ends of his incarnation,— after glory, 
in the firft, to God,~tbe next note which found- 
ed was, Peace upon earth, and good will to men. , 
It was a publick wifh of happinefs to man- 
kind, and implied a folemn charge to purfue the 
means that would ever lead to it> ■ And> in 
truth, the good tidings of the gofpel are nothing 
elfe but a grand mellage and embaffy of peace, to 
Jet us know, that our peace is made in heaven. 

The pn^et Ifaiah ftile^ our Saviour the Prince 
of Peace, long before he came into the world 
and to anfwer the title, he made choice to enter 
into it at a time when all nations were at peace 
with each other} which was in the days' of Au« 
gnftus, w hen the temple of Janus was ihut, 
and all the alarms of war were hufhed and filen* 

ced throughout the world. At his birth, the 

hoft of heaven defcended, and proclaimed peace 
on eardi, as the beft ftate and temper the world 
could be in to receive and welcome the author of 
it. His future convcrfation and doftrine, here up- 
on' earth, was every way agreeable with his 
peaceable entrance upon it |*-Hhe whole couife of 
his life being but one great example of meeknefs, 
peace and patience. At his death, it was the on- 
ly Icjgacy he bequeathed to his followers : M y 
peace I give unto you * ■ H ow far this has taken . 
place, or been adually >njoyed,-^s not my in« 
tention to enlarge upon, any further than jull: to 
obferve how precious a bequeft it was, from the 
ioiany miferies and calamities which have, and 
^vier will, enfue from the want of it. If we look 
into the larger circle of the world, — what defola- 
tions, dilTolution^ of government, and invaiiont 

. A a :^ qS ' 
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property l~what rapine^ plunder, and pro- 
fanation of the moft iacred rights of mankind^ 

are the certain unhappy efFefts of it ! — fields dyed 
in blood, the cries of orphans and widows, bereft 
,of tbeir beft help, too fullv inftruf): us.— ^ — ^Look 
into private life, — ^behold now good and pleaiant a 
thing it is to live together in unity ; it is like the 
precious ointment poured upon the bead of Aaron, 
that run down to his Ikirts ; importing, that this 
balm of life is felt and enjoyed, not only by go- 
vernors of kingdoms, but is derived down to the 
lowell rank of life, and tafted in the moft private* 
recefles; all, from the king to the peafant, are 
rjefreflied with its Ueffings, without which we 
can find no comfort in any thing this world can 

give. ^It is this blefTing gives every one to 

lit quietly under his vine, and reap tlie fruits of 
jbis ^bour and induftry:— in one word, , which 
befpeaks- who is the beftower of it. It is that on^ 
ly which keeps up the harmony and order of the 
.world, and preferves every thing in it from, ruin 
%tid confufion* 

There is one fiiyln^ of our Saviour's,' recorded 
by St. Matthew, which, at firft fight, feems to 
carry fome oppoCtion to this doftrine ; I came 
not: ^^^^ peace on earth, but a fword. B ut 
jtbis reaches no farther than the bare words, not 
entering fo deep as to affe^l the fenfe, or imply 
any contradi£lion ; — intimating only, — that the 
]yeaching of the gofpel will prove m the event, 
through fundry .unhappy caufes, fuch as prejudi- 
ces, the corruption of mens hearts, a paflion for 
idolatry and fuperftition, the occafion of much 
variance and divifion even amongft neareft relati- 
ons ; — yea, and oft-timesof bodily death, and many 
calamities and peifecutions, which actually enfu- 

■ ^ ed 
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cd upon the firft preachers and followers of it. 
Or the words may be underftood9 — as a beautiful . 
defcription of the inward contefts and q)pofitiou 

" which chrifttanity would occafion tn the heart of - 
man, from its oppofitions to the violent pafTi- 

, ons of our nature, which would engage us in 

ft perpetual warfatre. This was not onl v a fword, 
divifion betwixt neareft kindred ; out it was 
dividing a man againfl: himfelf ; felting up an op- 
pofition to an intereft long eftabliOied, — ftrongby 
naturC) — ^more fo by uncontrolled cu (torn.-— This 
^ 18 Tcrified every hour in the ftruggles for maftery 
betwixt the principles of the world, the flefh ana 
the devil.; — which fet up fo ftrong a confederacy, 
.that there is need of all the helps which reafon 
and cbriftianity can offer to bring them down* 

But this contention is not that agalnft which 
fuch exhortations in the gofpcl are levelled — for 
the Scripture mufl be interpreted by Scripture^ 
and be made confiftent with itfelf*-—— And we 
find the diilinguiihing marks and dod^rines, by 
which all men were to know who were Chrift'a 
dilciples, — was the benevolent frame of mind to- 
wards all our fellow creatures^ which, by itfelf, 
is a fufficient fecurtty for the particular fecial duty 
here recommended : — fo far from meditations of 
war ; — for love thinketh no evil to his neighbour : 
fo far from doing any, it barbouis noj the 
leaft thought of it ; bul, on the contrary, rejoi<« 
ces with them that rejoice, and weeps with ihem 
that weep. 

This debt chriftianity has highly exalted i 
tho* it is a debt that ^e were fenfible of before, 
and acknowledged to be owed to human nature, — 

^ which, as we all partake of, fo ought we to 

pay it in a fuitable rcfpe^. For, as m^p> we are 

A a 3 allied 
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allied toe;ether in the natural bond of brother- 

hooil, and are members one o£ another. Wc 

have the fame Father in heairea, who made 'u8f 
and takes care of us all. Onr earthly extra£tioir 

too is nearer alike, than the pride of the world 
r:\res to be reminded of: — ^For Adam was the fa-* 
ther of U8 all, and Eve the mothor of all living*^ 
The prince and the beggar fpi^ing from the fame 
ttocks, avS wide afunder as the branches are* 



80 that, in this view, the moft upllart family may 
vie antiquity, and compare families with the 
greatelt monarchs. We are ail formed too of the 
fame mould, and muft equally return to the fame 

diift.-: So that, to love our neighbour, and 

live quietly with him, 19 to live at peace with 
ourfelves. He is but felf-muitiplied^ and enlai^ged 
into another form ; and to be unkind or cruel to* 
him, is but, as Solomon obferves of the unmerciful^ 
10 be cruel to our own flcfti. As a farther motive 
and engagement to this peaceable commerce with 
each otheF,-~-4:jod has placed ns all in one an- 
other's power by turns, — in a condition of mutual* 
need and dependence. There is no man fb libe- 
rally (locked with earthly blei&ngs^ as to be able 
to live .wkhouc another man*» aid^-^^jrod, in his* 
wifdom^ has fo difpenfed his gifts, in •varioua 
kinds and meafurcs, as to render us helpful, and 
make a. focial intercourfe indifpcnfible.— The 
prince depends, on the labour and induftry. of the 
peafant $^-^-^nd the wealth and honour of the 
gieateft pcrfons arc fed and fugported from the 
Uirne fource. 

This the Apoft-le hath.elegan^ly fet* forth to u» 
by the familiar refemblance of the natural body ^ 
wherein t|iere are many members, and all have 
ajQt ti)^. f^mc. pQice^^ but the. difiericat faculties; 

andi 
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and operations of each, are for the ufe and bene- 
fit of the whole. Tbe eye fees not for itfelf, but 
for the other members ; — and is fet ujp as a light 

. to AftiBt them ; t he feet ferve to fuppor^ ami 
carry about the other parts ; and the hands aft 
and labour for them all. It is the fame in dates 
andlingdoms, wherein there are many members, 

. .yet each in their feveral funcliona and employ- 
ments ; which, if peaceably difcharged, are for 
the harmony of the whole ftate. Some are eyes 
and guides to the blind others^ feet to the lame * 
and impotent i — ^fome to fiipply the jdace of the 
beady to affift with connfel and dire£Hon o» 
thers the hands, to be ufeful by their labour and 
induftry. To make this link of dependence ftill 
ftronger^— there is a great portion of mutability 
in all human affairs, to make benignity of tem-^ - 
per not only our duty, but our intereu and wif- * 
dom* There is no condition in life fo fixed and 
permanent as to be out of dangerj or the reach 
of change ^-and we all may depend upon it^ 
that we fhall take our turns of wanting and defir- 
ing. By how many unforefeen caufes may riches 

take wing ! ^The crowns of princes may be 

Aiaken, and the greateft that ever awed the Mrorld 
have experienced what the turn of the wheel can 
do. That which hath happened to one man, may 
befal another ^ and, therefore, that excellent rule 
of our Saviour's ought to govern us in all our 
adions, — Whatfoever ye would that men (hould 
do to you, do you alfo to them likewifc. Time 
and chance happen to all; — and the moft affluent • , 
may be (Iript of all, and find his worldly com* 
forts like fo many withered leaves dropping from 

him. Sure nothing can better become us, than. 

hearts fo full of our dependence,, as to overflow with 

merc]f„ 
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mercy, and pity, and good-will towards mankind. 
~To exhort us to this, is, in other words, to ex- 
hort us to follow peace with all men ^— ^the firft 
is the root, — this the fair fruit and happy product 
of it. 

Therefore, my bdoved brethren, in the boweli 
of mercy, let us put away anger, and malice, and 

evil fpeaking ; — ^let us fly all clamour and ftrife 5 
^let us be kindly affefted one to another, — fol- 
lowing peace with all men, and holinefs, that we 

may fee Ae Lord. 

Which God of hislnfinltc mercy grant, through 
the merits of his Son, our Lord and Saviour* 
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^TlT hat things of the moft ineftimable ufc and 
X value^ for want of du^ application and ftii^ 
dy laid out upon them^ may be paii'ed by unre- 
garded, nay, even looked upon with coldnefs and 
averfion, is a truth too evident to need enlarging 
on. Nor is it certain^ that prejudices^ con- 
tracted by an unhappy educatioii, will fom'ctimea 
fo ftop up all the palTages to our hearts, that the 
moft amiable objefts can never find accefs, or 
bribe us by all their charms into juftice and im- 
partiality* It would be paiTing the tendered re- 
9e£kion upon the age we live in, to fay it is owing 
to one of thefe, that thofe ineftimable books, the 
Sacred Writings, meet fo often with a difrelifti 
(what makes the accufation almoft incredible) a* 
* mongft perfons who fet up for men of tafte and 
delicacy ; who pretend to be charmed with what 
they call beauties and nature in cl iftical authors, 
and in other things would blufli not tp be reckoned 
sunongd ibund and impartial criticks.— But fo far 

has 
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\m negligence and prepofleffion flopped their ears 

. againft the voice of the charmer, that they turn 
over thofe awful facred pages with inattention and 
an unbecoming indifference, unafFedled amidft text 
tWoidand fublime and nobk paflages, which, by 
the rules of found criticifm and reafon, may be 
demonftrated to be truly eloquent and beautiful. 
Indeed the opinion of falfe Greek and barbae 

> reus language, in the Old and New Teftament, 
had, for fome ages, been a ftumbling- block to 
another fet of men, who were profefledly great 
readers and admirers of the ancients. The facred 
writings were, by thefe perfons,^ rudely attacked 
on all fides: expreffions which came not within 
the compafs of their learning, were branded with 
barbarifm and^ folecifm i words which fcarce /ig« 
hified any thing, but the ignorance of thofe who 
laid fuch groundleis charges on them. Prefump* 
tuous man ! — Shall he, who is but duft and a(hes, 
dare to find fault with the words of that Being, 
who firft infpired man with language, and taught 
his mouth to utter ; who opened the lips of the- 

dumb, and made the infant eloquent ? -Thefe 

perfons, as they attacked the infpired writings on , 
the foot of criticks and men of learning, accord- 
ingly have been treated as fuch : and though a 
fhorter way might have been gone to work, which 
was,— that as their accufations reached no far- 
ther than the bare words and phrafeology of the 
Bible, they, in no wife, afFe^d the fentiments' 
and foundnefe of the do£lrines, which were con-* 
veyed with as much clearnefs and perfpicuity to * 
mankind, as they could , have been, had the lan- 
guage been written with the utmoft elegance and' 
grammatical nicety. And even the' the charge 
of barbarous idioms could 4)e made out j — yet the 

caufe 

s 
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caufe eJF Chriftianity was thereby no ways afFefted^ 

but remained juft in the ftate they found it. 

Yet, unhappily for tbem^ they even mifcarried 
in their fayourite point', — ^thcrc being few, if any 
at all, of the Scripture exprcffions, which may 
not be juflified by numbers of parallel modes of 
fpeaJd|ig, made ufe of amongit the purcft . and - 
tnoft authentick Greek authors.— —^This, an able - 
hand amongfl: us^ not^ many years ago, has fuffi*> 
Ciently made out, and thereby baffled and expofed 
all their prefumptuous and ridiculous aflertions.^ 
^hefe perfons, bad and deceitful as they were, tire 

Iet far outgone by a third fet of men. I wifh we 
ad not too many inftances of them, who like 
foul ftomachs, that turn the fweeteft food to bit- 
tcrndis^ upon all occaHons endeavour to make 
merry with facted Scripture, and turn every thing 
they meet with therein into banter and burlcfque, 

But as men of this ftamp, by their excefs of 

wickedneis and weaknefs together, have entirely 
difanned us from arguing with them as reafbnahte 
creatures, it is not only making them too confi- . 
derable, but likewife to no purpoic to fpend much 
time about them; they being, in the language 
pf the Apoltle, creatures of no underftanding, 
fpeaking evil of the things they know not, and fhall 
utterly perifh in their own corruption. Of thefc ^ 
two laft, the x)ne is difqualified for being argued 
with, and the other has na occafion for it; they 
being already fiienced.— — Yet thofe that were 
firft mentioned, may not altogether be thought 
unworthy of our endeavours ; — being perfons, as 
was hinted above, who, though their taftes are- 
fo far vitiated that they cannot telifli the, lacred 
Scriptures, yet have imaginations capable of be« 
ing raifed by the fancied excdkncici) of clafiical - 

Vol. V. B b writers* 
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writers. A nd indeed^ diefe perfbm ekum frcMli 

us fome degree of pity, when, through the un- 
(kilfulnefs of preceptors in their youth, or fome 
other unhappy circumftance in tneir education, 
they have been taught to £orm £dfe and wretch^ 
cd notions of good writing.— When this Is the 
cafe, it is no wonder they fhould be more touch- 
ed and s^e£tcd with the drefled-up trifles and 
empty conceits of poets ^nd rhetoricians, than 
they are with that true fvfaiimity and gnoidenr «f 
fentiment which glow throughout every page of 
the infpired writings. By way of information, 
fuch Ihoold be inftrufted ; ■ ■ 

Tliere ai« two ibrts of doqaence ; the one in^ 
deed fcarce deferves the name of it, which con- 
fiils chiefly in laboured and polished periods, an 
over-curious and artificial arrangement 4)f figures, 
tinfelled oyer with a gaudy embdiiflunentof words, 
which glitter, but convey little or no light to the 
underftanding. This kind of writing is for the 
moA part n^ich afiecSled and admired by people of 
wseak judgment and iQicious tafte, but is a piece 
of afFe<Sation and formality the facred writers are 
utter ftrangers to. It is a vain and boyifli elo- 
quence I and as it has always been efteemed be- 
low the great geniufes of all ages, fo mucb more 
ib^ wkb refpeSt to ^Aole writers who were aS:u« 
uted by the fpirit of infinite Wifdom, and there- 
fore wrote with that force and majeity with whi^h 

srevir man writ. ^The other fort of eloqaenee 

is quire die reverie to tbis, and which may oe laid « 
to be the true charafteriftick of the holy Scrip- 
tures j where the excellence docs not arife from a 
laboored and far-fetched elocution, but from a fur- 
prifing mixture of fimplicity and majefly, which 
is a double character, diiHcult to be united^ 
... ; ' that 
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that it is feldom to be met with in compofitions 
merely human* We fee nothing in holy writ of 

affcftation and fuperfluous ornameht. As 

iitiinite wife Being has cbndefcended to ftooft to 
our language, thereby to convey to us the light of 
revelation, fo has he been pleafed graciouflyto 
accommodate it to us with the mod natural and 
gmcef ttl jplainnefs h woald admit of* Now, it id 
obfervable, that the moft excellent profane au- 
thors, whether Greek or Latin, lofe moft of their 
graces, whenever we find them literally tranflated* 
Homer'a famed repefentation of Jupiter, in his 
firfl: book ; — hk cned-up defer intion of a tempeft; 
-^his relation of Neptune's Inaking the earth, 
and opening it to its centre;— his defcription 
of PaUas's horfes ; with numbers of other long^ 
finee admired paffiiges, — flag, and ahnoift vanim 

away, in the vulgar Latin tranflation^ 

Let any one but take the pains to read the 
common Latin interpretation of Virgil| Tbeo* 
cfituo^ Of even of Pindar, and one may venture 
to affirm, he will be able to trace out but few re- 
mains of the graces which charmed him fo much 
in the original.— *-The natural condufioh front 
hence iS| that in the ctaffical authors, the expref- 
fien, tire fwcetnefs of the numbers, occafioned by 
a mufical placing of words, conflitute a great 
part of their beauties ; — ^wbereaSi in the Sacred 
liTriiings, thev amfift more in the greatnefs of th% 
things themfelves, than in the words and expref- 
Cons. The ideas and conceptions are fo great and 
lofty in their own nature, that they neccHariiy 
appear magnificent in the moft artlefs drcfe. 
liook but into the Bible^ and we fee them fhine 
through the moft fimple and literal tranllations. — 

, B b z That 
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That glorious defcription which Mofes gives of 

the creation of the heavens and the earth, which 
Longinus, the beft critick the caflern world ever 
produced, was fo juftly taken with^ has not loft 
the leaft whit of its intrinfick worth i and though 
it hath undergone fo many tranflarions, yet tri- 
umphs over all, and breaks forth with as muciv 
force and vehemence as in the original* Of this 
ftamp are numbers of paflages diroughout the 
Scriptures — — inftance, that celebrated dcftrip- 
tion of a tempeft, in the hundred and feventh 
pfalm I thofe beautiful reflections of holy Job^ 
upon the fliortnefs of life, and inftability of hiir 
man affairs, To judiciouily appointed by our church. 
In her ofRce for the burial of the dead ; that 
lively defcription of a horfe of war, in the thirty- 
ninth chapter of Job, in which, from the loth to 
the a6th verie, there is fcarce a word which does 
not merit a particular explication, to difplay the 
beauties of. I might add to thefe, thofe tender 
and pathetick expoftttlatious with the children of 
lirael, which run throughout all the prophei8| 
which the moft uncritica! reader can fcarce help> 
being affefted with. 

""And now, O inhabitants of Jerufalem, and 
men of Judah, judge, I pray you, betwixt me 
•and my vineyard*-— >What could have been done 

more to my vineyard, that I have not done? 
wherefore, yvhtn I expe<Sled that it fliould bring 
forth grapes, bcought it forth wild grapes ?-^and 
yet, ye fay, the way <tf the Ijord is unequaL 

Hear now, O houfe of Ifrael, ^is not my way 

equal? — -are not your ways unequal? have I 

any pleafure at all that the wicked (hould die^ and , 
not that he ihould return frmn his^ays and live? 
•^1 have nouriilied apd brought up children, and 

they 
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fSwBj haw rebelled againft me. — The <a knows 

his owner, and the als his mailer's crib, — but If- 
rael doth not know, my people doth not confi«* 
der. There is nothing in all the eloquence of the 
heathen wodd, cosnparaUe to the vivacity and 

tendernefs of thefe reproaches ; there is fome- 

thing in them fo thoroughly affcfting, and fo no- 
U&and fubiime withal, that one might challenge 
the writihgB of the moft celebrated orators of an- 
tiquity, to produce any thing like them. Thefe 
obfervations upon the luperiority of the infpircd 
penmen to heathen ones^ in that which regards 





•If 







rians. Not to mention that profane hiflories - 
give an account only of human achievements and. 
temporal events^ wnicht for the moft: part, are; 
ib full >of uncertainty and contradifiions, that we 
are at a lofs where to feck for truth > but 
that the facred biilory is tlie biftory of God him.- 
fe!f,-<i-tbe hiftorj of his omnipotence and infinite 
wifdom, his univerfal pcovidence, his juftice and 
" mercy, and all his other attributes, difplayed un- 
der a thoufand different forms, by a feries of the 
ooft various and wonderful events that ever hap*-^ 
pened .to any nation, of language : n ot to iti- 
fift upon this vifible fuperiority m facred hiftory, 
— there is yet another undoubted excellence the 
profane hillorians feldom arrive at, w hich is al- ' 
moft the diftinsuilhing chara£ter of the facred 
^nes $ namely, mat unafleded, artlefs manner of 

relating hiitorical facts, which is fo entirely 

of a piece with every other part of the holy ' 
writings. What I mean will be beft made out by- 
a few inftances.*— In the biftory of Jofcph, (which, 
certainly is told with the greateit variety of beau- 
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tifuf and aflTef^ir.Gj circumftances) when- Jofepk 

mnkes himUrlf known, iind weeps alouJ upon the 
•neck of his dear brother iienjamin, that all the 
houfe of Pharaoh heard him ; a t that inftant, 
none of his brethren are intcodaced ae uttering 
'wght, either to exprefs their prefent joy, or pal- 
liate their former injuries to him. On all fideSf 
there immediately^ enfues a deep and ^emn fi* 
lence;— a filence infinitefy more eloquent and ex« 
•preffive, than any thing elfc could have been, 
Jaolliiuled ia its place. — Had Thucydides, Hero- 
dotus, Livvy or any of. tiie celebrated claiTical 
hiftorians^ Men employed in writing this hiftocy^ 
when they came to this point, they wonldf.doufait^ 
ids, have exhaufled all their fund of eloquence 
iji furnithing Jofeph's brethren with laboured and 
ftudied harangues; which) howeveriine they might, 
have been in themfelves,. would neVertheids have 
been unnatural, and altogether improper upon the 
occafion. For, when fuch a variety of contrary 

pallions broke in upon them, ^what tongue was 

able to utter their hujrri^ and diftra£led thoughts?; 
—-When remorfe, furprife, fhamC) joy and gra«- 
titude ftruggled together in their bofoms, how 
.uncloquently would their lips have performed 
"their duty ? h oy unfaithfully tbcur. tongues 

have-fpoken- the language of their hearts f i I n 
this cafe, filence was truly elo4uent and natural, 
and tears exprciii^d what, oratory was incapable 

If' ever thefe perfons^ I hare been addrefling 

myfelf fo, can be perfuaded to follow the ad^. ice 

in the text, of fearching the Scriptures, the 

'wprk of their falvation will be begun upon its 
true foundation.— —For, firft, they will infen^ 
ftblyhe led to admire die. beautiful propriety di 
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their language: — ^wlicn a favourable opinion is 
conceived of this ; next, they will more clofely 
attend to the goodnefs of the mpraly and the pu« 
rity and fbundnefs of the dodriiiea.-~--The plea«r 
fuse of reading wiUp ftill be increafed, hj that 
near concern which they will find themfelves to 
have in thofe important truths, which they will 
fee fo clearly demmiftrated In the Bible, -tlMMt 
^rand charter of our eternal happinefs. It is dlie 
fate of mankind, too- often, to feem infenfible of 
what they may enjoy at the cafiefl: rate. What / 
might- not our neighbouring Romifh countries^ 
who groasv undec the* yoke of popiih impofitions 
and prieft-craft, what might not thofe poor mif- 
guided creatures give, lor the happincfs which 
we know not how to value, — of being born in a 
aonntry where a chucch.is.eftabliihed J>y^our laws, 
and encouraged by our princes, which not only 
allows the free iludy of the Scriptures, but even 

exhorts and invites u& to it a church that is 

a ftranger to the tricks and artifice of having the 
Bible in anjiiiknown tongue, to give the greater 
latitude to the defigns of the clergy, in impofing 
their own trumpery, and foifting. in whatever 
may heft ferve to aggrandize themfelves, or en« 
Save the wretches eomihitted to - their truft;' 
In fhort, our religion was not given us to raife 
our imaginations with ornaments of words, or 
llrokcs of eloquence $ but to purify our hearts^ 
and lead us into the paths of righteoufnefs.-~-^ 
However, not to defend ourfelves, — when the at- 
tack is principally levelled at this point, — might 
give occaiion to our adverfaries to triumph, and 
charge us either with negligence or inability.——^ 
Xt is well known how willing the enemies of our 

religion are. to feek occafions againft us j how 

ready 
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ready to* magnify cmjr mote in ottr ejrct 1ca die 
bignefs of a beam ;-^oW eager, upon the leafl: 
default, to infult and cry out , ■ There, there f 
fo would we have it not, perliapSi that we^are 
& modi die.fiibje£b of malice and averfion, bur 
that the licmtioiia age feems bent upcfin bringing 
Chriftianity into difcredit at any rate ; and, rather* 
than mifs the aim, would ilrike through the iides 
of . thofe that are ient to teach it. Thank Godi, 
trath ct our holy religion is eftabliihed with 
fuch ftrong evidence, that it refts upon a founda- 
tion never to be^ overthrown, either by the open. 
' tfaulti or cunning devicea of wicked and defiga« 
ing men. The part we liave to zOty is, to be ftea^ 

dy, fobcr, and vigilant 5 to be ready to do every 
good work ; to reprove, rebukej and exhort with- 
all long^ufFering h to give occafion of. ofience to- 
no m^n ; that^ with wdil-doing^ we may put to 
filence the ignorance of fooliih men. 

I (hall clofe all with that excellent collet^ o£ 
€ur church : • 

Blefled Lord^ who bas.canfed all holy Scrip*^ 
tures to be written fw our leamtngy^raht that, 
we may in fuch-wife hear them, read, mark, learn,, 
and inwardly digeil them^ that, by patience and 
comfort of thy bolv word, we may embrace, and: 
ever bold hit, the VMM hope of everlafting life, 
which thou haft given us in thy Son, our Saviour,, 
JcfttsChrift. ' 

Now to God the Fathtir, ka. 
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Psalm X€¥. tf^ 7. 

O let us nvorjbip and fall down hefon him 
fer be is tbt Lord our God * ' 



IN thivS pfalm, we find hcJy David taken up 
wkh the pious contemplation of God's infi* 
siite power, majefty and greatnefs : i h e confK- 
ders him as the ibvereign Lord of the M^hole 
earth, the maker and fupporter of all things; — 
that by him the heavens were created, and all the 
boft of them ; — that the earth was wifely faihion* 
ed by his hands ; — ^he had founds it upon the 
feas, and eftablifhed it upon the floods : — that we 
likewife, the people of his pafture, w^e raifed 
up by the lame creating hand, from nothing, to 
the dignity of rational creatttrei, made, with re* 
fpe£^ to our reafen and underftanding, after his 
own moft pcrffcl: image. 

It was natural to imagine, that fucb a contem» 
plation would light up a flame of devotion in any 
grateful man's bread ; and accordingly, ^ find it 
break forth, in the words of the text, in a kind 
of religious rapture ; — 

O come 
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O come let us worfhip and fall- down be£em 
him for he is the Lord our God. 

Sure never exhortation to prayer and worfliip 
can be better enforced than upon this principle,—* 
that God is the caufe and Creator of all things 
that each individual being is upheld in the ftation 
* it %as firft placed, by the fame hand which fird: 
formed it ; — that all the bleffings and advantages, 
which are neceflarv to the bappinefs and welfare 
of beings on eartOi are only to be derived fronf 
the fame fountain ; ■ ■ and that the only way to 
do it, is to fecure an intcreft in hk favour, by a 
grateful expreflion of onr fenfe for the benefits 
we have received, and an humble dependence up« 
on him for thofe we expe£t and ftand in need of. 

W hom have we in heafven, fays the Pfalmift, 
but thee, O God, to look unto, or depend on, — to 
whom (hall we pour out our complaints, andfpes^ 
of all our wants apd necefiities, but to thy good* 
nefs, which *is ever wilKng to confer upon us 
whatever becomes us to afk, and thee to grant ? — . ; 
becaufe thou hail promifed to be nigh unto all 
that call upon thee,— yea, unto all fuch as call 
upon thee faithfolly ;— — tinit tteu wilt fulfiKthe • 
defire of them that fear thee^ that ^tbou wilt aHb 
hear their cry, and help them. 

Of air duties, prayer certainly is the fweeteft • 

-and moft eafy. ^There are Ibme duties w*hicfa 

may feem to occafion a troublefome oppofition to 
the natural workings of flclh and blood ^ — ftich as 
the forgiveneis of injuries, and the love oi om 
enemies ^ — others, which will force us. una- 
voidably into a perpetuah ftruggle with oar paf^ 
fions, — which vvar againft tiic ioul fuch as 

chiftity, temperance, humility. ^There 

are other virtues, which lee m to bid us forget our - . 
prefent intcreft ftr a whil^^-n—fuch as charity 

and 
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tud generofity ; others that teach us to forget 

it at all titmSf aiui wboUy to fix our afie£tion$ on . 
fjUnga abore^ 9nd in no curcomflanee to a£k like 
men that look for a contimiuif city here, Imt ap» 
on one to come, whofc builder and maker is God^ 

^ But tbift duty of purayec aad thaakfgiving to 
God j " i i' li ae no fuch ofpoGtions to enooMnter; 

■ It takes no bullock out of thy field , ^ ■ .n er 

horfe out of thy ftable, nor he-goat out of thy 
fol^i - ., i t cofteth no wearinefs of bones, no un- 
ttmefy watchings ; ' i t requireth no.ilrength of 
pettSy or painftil ftudy, b|it juft to know and have 
a true fcnfe of our dependence, and of the mer« 

. cies by which we are upheld :— *and with this, in 
every place and pofture of body, a good man may 
]j£t up his foul unto ^ Lord his God^ 

' Indeed, as to the frequency of putting this du« 
ty formally in praftice, as the precept muft ne- 
cefliuily have varied according to the different ft»» 
tiooe in which God has placed us ^k .t fo he hm 
been pleafod to detemine nothing precilely cdn* 
cerning it :~-for, perhaps, it would be unreafon- 
able to expeft that the day-labourer, or he that 
fupixurta a numerous family by the fweat of bis 
faffnr^ ihould fpend as much of kis time in devo- 
tion, as the man of letfure and unbounded wealth. 
This, however, in the general, may hold good, 
that we ace. bound to pay this tribute to God as 
oAeii as has piovidencr faaa pnt an of^putimity in- 
to our haads of ib doing ; — providssd that no plea, 
drawn from the neceflary attention to the affairs 
of the world, which many mens fituatigns oblige 
them to^ may be fuppeiied to eatend to an eaemp- 
tioa from paying tlieir morning and evening facri«» 
fice to God. — For it feems to be the leaft that can 

- he done to anfwer the demand of our duty in thia 
VojL.y* Cg- ^ pointjr 
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point, — fucceflively to open and ftiut up the day 
in pirayer and thankfgiving $ — fince there is not a 
morning thou rifeft^ or a night thou licffc down* 
but diou art indebted for it to the wslehful pro- 
vidence of Almighty God, David and Daniel, 
vrhofc names are recorded in Scripture for future 
example : — ^the firfty though a mighty king, em« 
barrafied with wars .abroad, and unnatural diftur* 
bances at home ^ a fituation, one would think, 
would allow little time for any thing but his,own 
and his kingdom's iafety ^ — vet found he Idfure 
to pray feven times a*day roe latter^ the counr« 
feUor and firft minifter of ftate to the great Ne^* 
buchadnezzar J and though perpetually fatigued 
with the affairs of a mighty kingdom, anXthe 
.government of the whole province of BabyJo% 
which was committed to bis adminifiration 
though near the perfon of an idolatrous king, and 
amidft the temptations of a luxurious court, — 
yet.n^ver .negk^d he his God % but, as we re^ - 
-*4ie kneeled uoon kneet three tiaaies aF^j^ 
and prayed, and gave thanks before bim. 

A frequent correfpondence with heaven by 
prayer and) devotion, is the greateft nouriihment 
and fuppQrt{»jtf fpiritual life-: — ^it keepa^ the fenfe 
of a Gk>diwarm and lively within tt8,-^-^iiwhkh 
fipcures our difpofition, and lets fuch guards over 
us, that, hardly will a temptation prevail againft 
us* Who. can entertain ^a bafie or ah impure 
i;^ught, QC think of ex^uting it, who is incef- 
fiantly converfing with his God?— or not dcfpifc. 
every temptation this lower world can offer him, 
when, by his conftant addrefies before the throne « 
of God's majefty, he brings the gloriou8.pn>fpe& 
ef heaven perpetually before his eyes-? . 
^ I cannot help here taking notice of the doftrine 

^f thQ& nhxi W9ttld f efolve aU devotion into the 

inner 

^ a 
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inner man, and think that there is nothing more 
sequiiite to exprefs our reverence to God, but- 
purily and integrity of heart, — ^unaccompaniedl-ei* 
that with words or ad^ions* To this qnnion it may: 
bejuftly anfwered,— That, in the prefent ftate we 
are in, we find fuch a ftrong fympathy and union- 
between our fouls and bodies, that tlie one cannot- 
l»e touched^ or fenfibly affeAed^ without producing 
fome correfponding emotion in the other* Na* 
' ture has affigned a different look, tone of voice, 
and geiture, peculiar to every pafFion and affec- 
tkm we are fubieil to; and therefore, to argue 
againft this ftrio; correfpondence which is held be- 
tween our fouls and bodies, — is difputing againft 

the frame and mechanifm of human nature. 

We are not angels, but men clothed with bodies,; 
and, in fome n^afure, govaned bj our imagina*- 
lions, that we haw need, of all thm external helps 
which nature has nwide the interpreters of our 

thoughts. And, no doubt, though a virtuous 

and a good life are xnoie acce|(table m^he fight of 
God, man either prayer or tliiankfgiving ; ■ f or, 
behold, to obey is better than lacrifice, and to 
hearken than the fat of rams ; — ^neverthelefs, as 
the one ought to be done, fo the other ought not, 
by any means, to be lefti undone. As God is to- 
be obeyed, — ^fo he is to be worfliipped alfo. For, 
although inward holinefs and integrity of heart is. 
the ultimate end of the divine difpenfations 1^ 
yet external religion id a certain means of pro*; 
moting it. . Each of them has its juft*bounds$— 
and therefore, as we would not be fo carnal as mere- 
ly to reft contented with the one, — fo neither cart, 
we pretend to be fo fpiritual as to negledt the other.- 
And though God is all-wife, and therefore un*- 
d^rftands our. thoughts afar off^ — and knows the, 

C C.2 e«a$i 
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cxa<£t degrees of our love and reverence to him^ 
though we ihould withhold thofe outward marks 
cf it I ' y et God Umfelf Im hten grtciouA^ 
fl&sM to cdmmand utf^ to pray to hm 
we might beg the afliftance of his grace to work 
with us againft our infirmities j——— that we 
might ncknowkdge him to be^ what be the 
fopreitte Lord of the whole world 9 ' ■ ■ t hat we 
might teftify the fenfe we have of all his mercies 

.and loving-kindnefs to us^ and confefs that he 

lias rt|e propriety of every thing we enjoy {-^that 
the earth is the Lord's^ and the fttlnefa tharc^* 
• Thus much of this duty of prayer in general. 
——From every individual, it may be reafonably 
expe&ed, from a bare reflexion upon his own fta- 
tiotii his jpeifofud wMH$ and the daily bleffings 
which he has deceived in fKui^evIar ; M '' " . b at, kft 
thofe bleflings beftowed upon the whote fpecies in 

common^ reafbn feems further to fequire, 

that a joint return {bould be aiade by as many ol 
thef^i^ascan cotiYeiiieiicly allemble together 

for this religious purpofe.— —From hence arifes^ 
likewife, the reafonablenefs of publick worfhip, 
and facred places fet apart for that parpofe; 
without which, it would be Terjr dificult to pr^ 
ftrrve that fenfe of God atid fellgion tipoA the 
minds of men, which is fo nccefTary to their well*^ - 
being, condd'cred only as a civil focicty^ and with 
regird to the pui-pofCs of this life, and the 
Ihietlce which a jnft fenfe of k tnuft hate upoo 
their a£lions. Befides, men, who are united in 
focieties, can have no other cement to unite them 
likewife in religious ties, as well as in manners of 
wodhtp and points of faith, but the.fafftimtion of 
fcAeam times ^nd publick plac^'deftinedibr th^ 
Ufe» 
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And it is not to be queftioned, that if the time, 
fts well as the place^ for ferving God, were once 
.confidered as indiffeient^ and left fo far to everjr 
man's choice as to have no calls to publick 
prayer, however a lenfc of religion might be pre- 
ferved a while by a few fpeculative men, yet, that ^ 
the bulk of mankind would lofe all knowledge 
'.of It, and in time live without God in the 

world. Not that private prayer is the lefs our - 

duty, the contrary of which is proved above; 
and our Saviour fays, that when we pray ta * 
* God in fecret, we ihould be rewarded openly 
but the prayers which are publickly offered up 
in God's houfe, tend more to the glory of God, 
.and the benefit of ourlelv^a : ■ f or this rea- 
.fon^ that they are prefumed to be performed;, 
with greater attention and ferioufncfs, , audi 
'therefore moft likely to be heard with a more 
favourable acceptance. And for this, one might 
^iq^peal to every man's bread,, whether he ha3 
not been affeded with the moft elevated pitch 
of devotion, when he gave thanks in the great • 
congregation of the faints, and praifed God a- 
mongit much people?.— — Of this united wor* 
.ihip there is a glorious deiicription which St» 
John gives us, in the Revelations, where he 
luppofes the whole univerfe joining together in 
their Several capacities^ to give glory in thiis 
mammr. ta their common. Iiord<— — ^Every cr^ae- 
ture which was in.lkeaven,. and on ^arth, :andtURn 
der the earth, and fuch as were in the feas, and 

all that were in. them,, heard I, crying, Blef- 

fing, and honour, and glory, andpower^ be umo» 
him that £tteth upon the tnrone* 

But here it may be afked, that if publiclc 
worlhip tends, ibu much to promote the gloi:.y 

Cc3. 
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I wifh there was no reafon to lament an a- 
batement of this reli^us zeal amongit Chri^ 
ilfans of ht€ir days^-^'bmigh the piety of ouir 
forefathers feems, in a great meafure, to havfe 
deprived us of the merit of building churches fot* 
the fervice of God, there can be no fuch plea for 
not freqaetidng diem in n r ^ul^ md folemh 
•manner.— ftour often do people abfent thefnfelTes 
• (when in the utmoft diflrefs how to difpofe of 
thcmfeives) from chur<:h9 even upon thofe days 
-nrhtch are fet apArt for nothing elfe bat the wor- 
iflitp of God $~when, to trifle that day aWay, or 
apply any portion of it to fecular concerns, is » 
facrilege almoft in the literal fenfe of the word ! 

From this duty of publick prayer arifes another^ 
which I cannot help fpeakong of, it being ib 
dependent upon it ; — I mean, a fcrious, devout, 
and refpe6lful behaviour, when we are perform- 
*ing this folemn duty in tlie houfe of God.<^ 
This is fordy the leaft that can be neceibiy 
in the immediate prefelice of • Sovereign of 
the world, upon whofe acceptance of our ad*- 
dreflesy all our prd^nt and iuture happinefs dc« 
pends. 

' External behatour is the fefult of inward reve-^ 

rence, and is therefore part of our duty to God^ 
•"whom we arc to woriliip in body as well as fpirit. 
• And as no one Ihould be wanting in outward 
cefpe£k and decorum, before an ear&ly prince or 
foperior, mucb lefs (hould we be fo before him,, 
whom the heaven of heavens cannot contain. 

Notwithdanding the obvioufnefs of this branch, 
of dutT^^t feems often to be little underftood |- 
and wnoever wiM take a general fnnrcy of church 
WUaviourjj^ will often meet with fceues of fad va-- 
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riety. — What 2t vein of indolence and indevo^ou^ 
fomatimes feems to run throughout whole con*- 
gregations !r- >what ill-timed pains do fome take 
in putting on an air of gaiety and indifference, in 
the moft interefting parts of this duty,— even 
when they, are making confeifion oi their Cms, as 
if tb^ were aihame^ to be thought, ferious with 
their GodI—- Surely, to addrefd ourfelves to hi^ 
infinite Majefty, after a negligent and difpaflion- 
ate manner^ befides the immediate indignity of*- 
fered) it is a fad iign we little cosifider the Uef^ 
fings we alk for ; and far lefs deferve them» Be^ 
fides, what is a prayer, unlefs our hearts and af- 
feftione go along with it ? — It is not fo much a6 • 
the ihadow of devotion and little better than the 
papifts telling their beads^r-or honouring God with 
their lips, mmen their hearts are far from him. 
The confideration that a perfon is come to pro- 
iirate bimfelf before the throne of high heaven^ 
and in that place which is particularly dxftinguiili^ 
ed by his prefence».-is> fufficient inducement for 
.any one to watch over his imagination, and guard 
againftthe leaft; appearance o£ levity and difre^ 
fpeft. 

An inward fincerity will :of courfe infl^ience the 

outward deportment; but where the one is 
wanting, there is great reafon to fufpedl the ab- 
fence of the other. Lown it is poiGble, .and often, 
bappensy that this external garb of religion may 
be wom^ when, there is little- wilhin of a piece 
/with it I — but I believe the converfe of the pro- 
j>ofition can never happen to be true, that a truly 
religious frame of mind fhould. exift without 
ibme outward mark of it. The mind*will ihine > 
through the veil of flefli which covers it, and na- 
. turally. exprefs it; religious d^rpofitionsi and, if ic 

pofleffes 

x 
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pofTefles the power of godlinefS)— *will have the 
external form of it too. 

May God grant, igk, to be defe^ve in neither^ 
\m% that wc may jTcirpnufe and magnify God ga 
earthy— that when he cometh, at llie Idt day^ 
with ten thoufand of his faints in heaven, to 
judge the world, we may be partakers of tbdr 
eternal inheritance* jimn. ^ 
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MtMd^ ih^e are the ungodly who profper in ih( 
^ mrldj^ tbcf incnajc in riches* . 

Verily f I have elemftdmy heart in nmn, and wa^j'^ 

ed my hand4 in inttocencym 



npHIS compbiint of the Pfalmift, conccrci- 



■ 






r 



fhould fliine without diftin£lion upon the good 
and the bad,— -and rains dcfcend upon the righte- 
0U8 and unrighteous man^-^is a fubjc£l that baa 
afforded much matter for inquiry, and at one 
time or other has raifcd doubts to difhearten and 
perplex the minds of men. If the foverciga 
Xiord of all the earth docs look on, whence fo 
much difordcr in the face of thingt ?— wbv ia ic 
permitted, that wife and good men fliould be . 
left often a prcv to fo many miferies and diftrefles 
of life,~whUu the {uiltv ^and fooliih triumph in 
^ciroffciiccai and ereii tnc ubcmacks of robbers 
proibar ? 

To this it is anfwercd,— -that therefore there 
id a future ftate of rewards and puniibmeiits to 
Voii. D d XM 
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take place after this life, — wherein all thefe ine- 
qualities fhall be made even, where the circum- 
ftances of every man's cafe iball be cmfideced^ 
and wkeK God ihall be juffiffed hraU Ms wiiys^ 
and every mouth ihall be ftopt. 

If this was not fo, if the ungodly were to 

pro^r in the world, and have riches in poflef- 
fion, — and lio diffindion to be nrarde hereafter^ 
to whatpurpofe w^ould ft have been to have main- 
tained our integrity ? — Lo ! then, indeed, fliould 
I have cleanfed my heart in vain^ and vnOxd rnf 
hands in imioec^qr. . * ^ 

It is farther faid, and what is a more direft an- 

fwer to the point, that when God created 

fnan, that he might make him capable of re- 
ceiving happihefs at his hands hereafters-«~^e 
endowed hitii with the liberty and ' freedom of 
choice^ without which he could not have been a 
cr^ture accountable for his actions ; — that it is 
afterely from the bad ufe he makes of thefe 
gifts,«-4hat all thoir inlbmce? of irr^sgnlarify do- 
i^fult, upon which the complaint ishere grounded, 
-r-which could no ways be prevented, but by the 
total fiibverdon'of hisinan libeityv--tha( ihouM 
6od maker bare kts arm, and Interpofe on every 

injuftice that is committed, ^man kind might 

be faid to do what was right, — but, at the fame 
time, to lo£e the merit - of- it, fince thev would 
vSt midcr feice and necdlity,. Md not nrontthe 
detetiHtttattoifs of their o#n mind>-*-th«t, upon 
this fuppofition, — man could with no more 
i^fon expoSi to go to heaven for a&s of tempe** 
omcBf^juftke and- hsmanlly, than fer theord^ 
nary^ impulfes of hunger and thirft, whicfr nature 
dire£ted ; — that God has dealt with man upon 

hettfir terms.^ he has firft endowed him with 
. • liberty 



Digitizeo l 



SERMON XUV. 313 

liberty and free-will ; — he has fet life and death, 
good and cvii, before bim that he has givcrt 
liim fscuities to find o«t what will be the coafe- 

quences of either way of aftinp, and then left 
him to take \yiiich courfc his reafon and direction 
fliall point out. 

I fhall defift from enlarging any further uport 
either of the foregoing arguments in ▼indictrtion of 
God's providence, which are urged fo often with 
fo much force and conyiftion, as to leave no room 
for a reafonable reply ;~fince the miferies which 
bcfal the f^ood, and the feeminghappinefs of thi 
wicked, cculd not be otherwife in fiicb a free 
ilate and condition as this is, in which we are 
placed. 

in s4l charges of this kind, we generally take 

two things for granted ;~i ft, That in the in- 
ftances we give, we know certainly the good from 
the bad;— <iiid, 2dly, Thereipe^ve ilate of their 
enjoyments t/r fnfferinga. 

I ihall, therefore, in the remaining part of my 
difcourfe, take up your time with a fliort inquiry 
into the difficulties of coming not only at the true 
of men.' 'out likewife of knowing 
either the degrees of their real happlnefs at mife- 
ry in this life. 

The iirlt of thefe will teac!i us candour in our 
judgment of others the fecond, to which I 
Afall conime myfelf , will teach us humility in our 
reafonings upon the ways of God. 
• For though the miferics of the good, and the 
profperity of the wicked, are- not in general to be 
denied yet I (hall endeaTour to fhew, that the 
particular inilances we are apt to produce, when 
we cry out in the words of the Pfalinift, Lo ! 
ihefe are the ungodly, — thefe profper* and are 
iiappy in the world ^ — I fay» I ihall eiyleavoar to 

D d ^ {hcw^ 
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(liew, that we are fo ignorant of the articles of 
the charge,— -and the evidence we go upon to * 
mal^e thein good aa ib lame and defeftiTCy^— a» to 
ke fuffident t>y itfelf to check all propei^ty to ez-^ 

poftulate with God's providence, allowing there 
was no other way of clearing up the xi^atter recon* 
f ileably with bis attributes. 

Andy firft,— -what certain and infallible markft^ 

have we of the goodnefs or badnels of the bulk of 
mankind ? 

If we truft to fame and reportS|--4f thef are 

f;ood, how do we know but' they may proceed 
rom partial fricndfliip or flattery ? — whtn badj 
from envy or malice, from ill natured furmifes 
and conftru&ions of things ?— and, on both fideSt 
from fmall mattecs aggrandissed tbfougb miftake^ 
<ind fometimes tbiough the rniflcilfti! rehition of 
even truth itfelf ?— From fome, or all of which 
caufes, it happens, that the chara(£kers of men^ 
* like tbe biftoties of the Egyptians, are to be re-^ 
ceived and read with cautioB 4;bey 'aire generallf 
drefled out and disfigured with fo many dreams 
and fables, that every ordinary reader fhall not 
be able to diftinguiih truth from faUho^dv— But 
allowing thefe reflexions to be loo. fevere m this^ 
matter, — that no fuch thing as envy ever leflened 
a man's charader, or malicQ blackened it y — yet 
the charai^ters of pien are not eafily penetrated^ 
as they depend often upon the retired, nnfeen ' 
parts of a manli life. The beft and trueft pt^ 
is mofl; fecret, and the worft of adlious,. for dii- 
ferent reafons, will be fo too. Some men are, - 
modeft, and fecm to take pains to bide their vir«» 
tues I and, from a natural diftance and referve im 
their tempers, fcarce fufler their good qualities 
to be known :— others, on the contrary, put in 
j^aiAice a thoufaud link arts tp counterfeit vij;*^ 

^ tuc* 
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lues which they have not,— the better to con- 
eeaJ thofe vices which they really have; — ^and this 
under fair (hews of fanftity, good-nature, gftie- 
rolity, or feme virtue or other, — too fpecious to 
be feen through, — too amiable and difinterefted to 
be fufpe£led. Thefc hints may be fulhcicnt to 
flicw bow hard it is to come at the^atter of fafl:: 
•—but one may go a ftep further, — and fay, that 
even that, in many cafe?, could we come to the 
knowledge of it, is not luificient by itfelf to pro- 
nounce a n»n either good or bad. There ari^ 
numbers of - circumftances, which attend every 
aftion of a man's life, which can never come to 
the knowledge of the world, — yet ought to be 
known, and well M'cighed, before fcntence with ^ 
i .any juftice can be pafled upon him. A man 
! may have different views and a different fcnfc 

of things from what his judges have; and what 
he underftands and feels^ and what pafles with-^' 
in hiiB^ may be a feer^t treafured up deeply there 
•for ever. * A inan, rtirough bodily innrmitr, 
er fome compleftional dciecl:, which perhaps is . 
not in his power to cortedk, — maybe fubjc^k to 
^advmencies, — to ftarts— ~-and unhappy tum& 
t>{ temper ; he may lie open to fnares he is ijot 
always aware of; or, through ignorance and 
. want of information and proper helps, he may 
I ^ labour in the dark : — in all which cafes, he may 
' do many things which are wrong in themfelves, 

\ ' and yet be innocent; at leaft an objcft rather 

1 to be pitied than ccnfured with feverity and ill- 
j will, rhefe are dirticulties which (land in every 
I one's^way^ in the forming a judgment of the cha« 
I rafters of others. Buf, for once, let us fuppofe 
them all to be got ovr-r, fo that we could fee the 
bottom of every man's heart;— let ua allow that 
tbQ word Togue^ or honeil manj was wrote fo le«- 
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gibly in every man's face, that no one could pofli- . 
biy miitake it; — ^yetilill the happinefs of both the 
ond and the othery which is the only h& thatcflOi 
bring the charge home, is what we have fo little | 
certain knowledge of, — that, 'bating fome flagrant' 

in (lances, whenever venture to pronounce 

upon it, our decifions are little more than random 
gueifes.~For wha can^ fearch the heart of man ? 
■~it is treacherous even to ourfelves, and much 
more likely to iinpoft^ upon others. Even in laueh>« 
ter (if you will believe SolomonJ the heart is u>K4^ 
rowf ul ^f'—the mind Jits dr^fing^ nuki/fi, the counUr 
ifdftcB is ^^7v ; " ' ' a nd even he,, who is the objed of 
rnvy to thofe who look no further than the furface- 
of his ciiate^— <nay appear at the fame time wor^ 
thy of compaflion to tbofe who kaiiw. his private ^ 
recefles. Beiides this, a man^s unhappinefii is sot . 
tb be afcertained fo much from what is known to j 
h^ve befallen him, — as from his particular turn 
and caft of mind, and<apaeity of bearine it. Po- 
verty, exiles iofs«of &iM cht fnends^, death of cbtiK 
4rcn, the deareft of 4ll ^edges of a- mai^ happir 
nefs, make not equal impreffions upon every tem- 
,per. -You will fe€ one man undergo, with fcarce 
tb^ e^pence. of a- ligh,—^kat sucker, tn^the bit-- 
ternefs of bis' foul, would go mourning for all bit 
life long:— nay, a hafiy Mwd, or an unkind look^ 
to a ibft and tender nature,, will ftrike deeper than 
a fword to the haidened and. fenfelefs. If thefe « 
reflexions hgAA true with, regard to - misfortunes, 
^ they are the fame with regard to enjoyments: 
we are formed differently,— -hav< differjent taftes 
• and perceptions of things; — -by the force of ha* 
bit, education, or a: particular €sii. of mind,*-— it 
happens, that neither the ufe of: pdiei&on of the 
C^^ac. ^7ijpymQnts. apd. advantages,, produce the: 
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tme luippinefe and contentment ■ ■ ■ b nt that k' 

differs in every man almoft according to his tem- 
per and completion: fo that the felf-fune bap- 

'py accidents in lifCr which ihall give raptures to 
the cholerick or fanguine man^ (hall be received 
with indifference by the cold and phlegmatick 
aud fo oddly perplexed are the accounts of both ' 
human happinefs and mifery iu this world, — ^that 
trifles, light as air, ihall be ahk to make the hearts 
of fome men fing for joy; — at the. fame time 
that others, with real bleflings and advantages, 
without the power o£ ufing tben»,,have their hearts, 
)ieavy di&xaiteated.. 

Alas ! if the principles of contentment are not - * 
within us, — the height of ftation and worldly gran- 
deur, will as foon add. a cul»t to a man's ftature^ 
as to his happinefsw ^ 

This will fugged to us hetw little a way we haw 
gone towards the proof of any man 's^ happinefs, — 
in baxely faying,^Lo 1 this mm prospers in. the 
wx^rld^r^^md this mai^ kaa riches i» pc^ffion. 
' Wbttt,a» mm has got much, above us, we iajie 
it for granted— that he fees fome glorious prof- 

Ee£XSf and feels fome mighty pkafures from his 
eight -y^whereasy could we get up to him~it ia 
great odds whether we AoiiU fiad- any thing to 
make us tolerable amends for the pains and trouble 
of climbing up fo high. Nothinnr, perhaps, but 
more dangers and more troubles itill|-— and fuch 
. a giddineft of head befides^ as to make a wife man 
. wifti he was^ well down again upon the level. To 
calculate, therefore, the happinefs of mankind by 
their Rations and honours, is the moit deceitful of 
all rules i ■ great, no doubt, is the hai^ineft 
irhicb a moderate fortune, and moderate de(ires| 
with a. confciouiheft. of virtue^ will fecurc a man. 

Man]^ 
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Many are the^lent pleaiiires of the honeft pea- 
fant, who rifc.s cheerfully to his labour: — look in— 

•to hi» dwelling, where the fcene of every man's- 

he^ineb chicly lies;— he has the fame domeftick 
endearmeBfts^— «-«at mueh joy and -comfort m*bi« 

children, and as flattering hopes of their doing- 

^ell, — to enliven his hours and glad his hearty as 
you could conceive in the moft affluent (lation- 
And 1 make nodoubt^ in general, but if the true 
account of his joys and fufTerings were to be ba- 
lanced with thofe of his betters that the upfliot 

would prove to be little nkure than tbis^— that the- 
rich man had the more m«att*-<4Nit the poor matii 
the better ftomach the one had more luxury,, 
— more able phyficians to attend and fet him to 
rights ;-^the other .more health and foundaeis in. 
his bones, and left occaiion for their belpi~tliat^ 
«fter tfaefe two articles betwixt them were ba** 

lanced, in all other things they flood upon a 

level $~-that the fun (hines as warm,-^the aiii 
t^ws as frefli^ and the earth breathes as fragnm^ 
tipon the one as^the otiier;— — 4md that they have 
an equal fharc in all the beauties and real benefits- 

©f nature. ^Thefe hints may be fufficient to (hew 

what I pnsfokd from themi — — the difBcultiet^ 
which attet^ us in judging truly either of the bap« 
pinefs or the mifery of the bulk of mankind, — the 
evidence being ftill more defeftive in this cafe (as 
the matter of fact is bard to come at) — than cvcti 
in that of judging of their true characters.; o£, 
both which, in general, we have fuch tmperfe£l 
knowledge, as will teach us, candour in our deter-^ 
minatioos upon eacli other. - ^ . . >• 
But the main purport qf this -difeourfe, is to 
leach us humility id our reafonings opon the ways 
of the Almighiy. ^ . ' . . » 
' . . < • That 
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That thingsi are dealt unequally in this world, is 
one of the ftrongeft natural argui^ents for a future 
ftaccy— and therefore is not to be overthrown : 
neverthelefs, I ani perfuaded the charge in far from 

being as great as at firft fight it may appear; 

or if it is, — that our views of things are fo nar- 
row and confined^ that it is not in our power to - 
make it good. 

But fuppofe it otherwife,— that the happinefs 
and profperity of bad men were as great as our 
general complaints make them ; — ^and, what is not 
the cafe,^ — that we were not able to dear up ilht 
matter, or anfwer it reconcileably with God's juf- 
ticc and providence, — what lhall we infer ? Why^ 
the moft becoming condufion iSf— ~that it is one 
inftance more^ oot of many others^ of our igno*' 
rafice why fhould this, or any other religious 
difficulty he cannot comprehend, — why fhould it 
^ alarm, him more than ten thoufand other difficult 
tiesj which every day dude his moft exadt'and at- 
tentive feareh ?«-~Iloes not the ineaneitfiower in ^ 
the fields or the fmalleft blade of grafs, baffle the 
underftanding of the moft penetrating mind?~ 
Can the deepeft inquirers after nature tdl us, upon - 
what particular fize and motion of parts, the vari* 
ous colours and taftes of vegetables depend ; — why 
one (hrub is laxative, — another reftringent;— why 
arfenick or hellebore (bould lay wafte this noble 
frame of ootSi or opium lock up aU the inroada 
to our fen{eS|-~<md plunder us, in fo mercilefsa 

manner, of reafon and underftanding? Nay^ 

have not the moft obvious things that come-in our 
way dark fides, which the quickeft fight cannot * 
penetrate into? and do not the'cfcareft and moft 
exalted underftandings find themfclves puzzled^ 
and at a lofs^ in every partide of matter? 

Go 
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Go then, — ^proud man ! and when thy head 

turns giddy mith opinions of thy own wifdom^ 
tfaat tbou wooldft oorra£t the meafures of the 

Almighty, — go then, — take a full view of thyfelf 

in this glafs; confider thy own faculties, — how 

narrow and imperfeffc; howmuchthey are chequer*- 
ed ^rith truth and fsdfliood |~haw little arrives at 
thy knowledge, and how darklyandconfufedly thot* 
difccrneft e\^en that little, as in a glafs : — confider 
the beginnings and ends of things^ the greateft 
and tbe iinaUeft, how they all eonfpire to bafilc 
thee;-*-<uid whidi way ever thou profcctrteft thy 
inquiries, — what frefh fubje£ts of amafemcnt, — 
and what frefli rcafons to believe there arc more 
yet behind^ which thou canft never comprehend. 
Confider^^tbdTe are hut a part of his ways '^^ow 
little a portion is heard of him ! Canrt: thou, by' 
learching, find out God ? — wouldft thou know 
the Almighty to perfeftion ? — *T\s as high as hea- 
vIm: canft thou do?—* 'tis deeper than bell, 
how canft thou know it ? 

Could we but fee the myflerious workings of 
Providence, and were we able to comprehend the 
<wihde plan of his 'infinite wisdom, and goodnefe, 
which poffibly may be the Cafe in the final con- 
fummation of all things; — thofe events, which 
we are now fo perplexed to account for, would 
imbahly exalt and magnify his wifdom, and make 
us cry out wiih the Apoftle, in tfaat rapturoua 
exclamation, — O ! the depth of the riches both of 
the goodnefs and wifdom of God ! — how unfearch-* 
able are his ways, and his paths pad finding out ! 

: Now to Godj is^^ 

SERMON 
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2 Kings xvii. 7. 

Vff'fi ii-nmis i ■ M ^i/^ //^ children of JLfrael hoi 

. ftnned againjl the Lord their - Gody ivho had 
brought them up out of the land of Egypt. 



THE words of the text account for the caufc 
of a fad calamity, which is related in the 
forozoing yerfes, to hare befallen a great number 
of uraeliteSi who were furprized, in the capital 
city of Samaria, by Hofea king of Aflyria, and 
cruelly carried away by him out of their own 
country^ and placed on the defolate frontiers o£ 
Halahy and in Haber, by the river Gozan, and 
in the city of the Medes, and there confined 

to end their days in forrow and captivity.— ^ 

Upon which the facred hiftorian^ inftead of ac- 
counting for (b fad an event merely from politi- 
cal fprin^s and caufes \ fuch, for inftance,' as 
the fuperior ftrength and policy of the enemy, or 
an unfeafonable provocation giveoi— or that pro* 
per meafures of defence were negle&ed ; h e 
traces it up, in Me word^ to ita trtt« caufe ^ 
VoL.V. £g For 
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tor fo it was, fays he, that the children of Urael 
had finned againft the Lord their God, who 
had brought them up out of the land of Egypt. 
It was furely a fuflicient foundation to dread 

fome evil, that they had finned againft that 

B^9g Mrbo had ap unqueftio^able; ripht to tljteir 
obedience. But, what an aggravation was it, 
that they had not only finned fimply againft the 

truth, but againft the God of mercies, who 

had brought them forth out of the land of 

gypt ; ^who not only created, upheld, and*fa« 

voured them with fo many advantages in common 
with the reft of their fellow-creatures, — but who 
had been particularly kind to them bk their mi& 
fortunes ; w ho, wh<m tbejr wgc^ w the honfe . 
of bondage, in the moft hopelefs condition, with- 
out a profpedl of any natural means of redrefs, 
had compai&onately heard their cry, and took 
pity upon the afflidions of a diftrefled people^ 

and, by a chain o£ miracles, delivered them 

from fervitude and opprefllon imiraclea of 

fo ftupendoi^ a.natujt€> thsit I take delight to 
ofier tbemi as olten. m I ha^e ah. Qpnocntnityv 
to your devouteft conteihplatioBS t ■ > uT his, yciti 
would think, as high and as complicated an 
aggravaidon of their fins as could be urged. ■» 
This was not alt ; — ^for, befides God'^ goodne&» 
in firft fiaisemring tfaei^ misacnbtts efcape, a.fbFies 
of fuccefles, not to be accounted for from fe^ 
cond caufes, and the natural courfe of events, 

ccoiwned thjeir heads in ib. cema£kablQ:a.man<% 
ner,,as to afibbl ai):evidept proofs not oohi o^ hia 
general concern for their welfiiirey hut of his pa&f 
ticular providence and attachment to them above 
all people upon ^^txh.rr-^in. the .waJbdemeCi h^ - 
Wi U^eai lxk% ihe^-r^Dd^ kqpt. tkcm the ap^A 

' «.4>< of 
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ef his eye t ■■ » ■> -h e fufi^d no' man to do tbem 

ivronp, out reproved even kings for their fake. 

When they entered into the proniifed land, 
•-^o force was able to iland before tbem ; 
"When in poifeiBoti of ir,>~no army was able to 
drive them mit^— and, in a word, nature, for a 
time, w:is driven backwards to ferve them ; and 
even the Sun itfelf had flood Hill in the midil of 
heaven to fecure their viiiS^ories. 

A people with fo many teftrmonies of God'd 
favour, who had not profited thereby fo as to l:e- 
come. a virtuous people, mud have been utterly 
tormpt i^and fo the^ were. A nd it is iikelj, 
from the many fpecimens they had given, in 
Mofes's time, of a difpofition to forget GodV 
benefits, and, upon every trial, to rebel againit 
htm, — he forefaw they would certainly prove a 
fhaiiklefs and undiinking people, extremely in- 
clined to go aftray and do evil ; — and therefore, 
if any thing was likely to bring them back to, 
themfdves, and to confider the evils o£ their mif- - 
dDing8,-*-it muft be the dread of fome. temporal 
calamity, which he prophetically threatened, 

would one day or other befal them : 

.hoping, no doubt, — that if no principle of gra- 
titude could make tbem an obedient people, 
at leaft they might be wrought upon by the ter- 
ror of being reduced back again by the fame 
all-powerful hand to their firil diilreiTed condi- 
tion ;^-^hicb, in the end» did adually overtake 
them.— For, at length, virfaen neither the alterna^ ' 
lives of promifes or threatenings, — when neither 
rewards or corre6lions,--^x)mfort8 or afflidions, • 
could ibiten them ; when continual inftru^iions, 
— vwnings, — -invitations , ■ rq^roofsi-— — mi«* 
racle$,— prophets and holy guides, had no ef- 

Eca fea^ 
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fe&^ buty iaftead of making them grow better^ 
•apparently made them grow worfe^^God's -pa- 
tience at lengtli ^vithdrew,— and he fuffered 
them to reap the \w*^cs of their folly, by let- 
ting them fall into the Hate of bondage from 
whence he had iiift raifed them ; ' a nd that 
not only in that partial inaance of thcfe in 

bamaria, who were taken by llofea, but, i 

mean, in that more, general in (lance of their 
overthrow by the army of the Chaldeans— 
wlicrcin he fufl'ercd ihc whole nation to be led 
away, and carried captive into Nineveh and 

Jiabylon. \Ve may be aflured, that the hiftory 

of God Almighty's jufl: dealings with this fro* 
ward and thoughtleffc people w as not wrote 

lor nothing; but that it was given as a loud call 
an^ warning of pbed^ence and gratitudej for all 
races of men to whom the Jight of revelatioa 
(hould hereafter reach : — —and therefore, 1 have 
made choiceof this fubjc<Slj as it feems likely to 
furnifli fome reflections fcafonable for the begin- 
ning of this, week, which (hould be devoted t<y 
fuch meditations as may prepare and fit us for the 
lolemn fafl which we are ihortJy to obferve, 
and whole pious intentioo wiii not be anfwered 
fay a bare aiTembling ourfelves together, without 
making fome religious and national remarks fuit- 
5il)lc to the occalion. Doubtlcfs, there is no 
Kation which ever had fo many extraordinary rea- 
(ons and fupernatural motives to become thank-' 
ftti and TirtttOtts^ as the Jews had y ■ w hich, 
bcfides the daily blcfiings of God's providence to 
them, has not rcceivod fufHcient blclTings and 
inercies at the bauds of God, fo as to engage 
their heft fervices, and the warmed returns of 
gratitude they Q^n pay. / . 

. • There 
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There has been a tittie, may be, when they 
have been delivered from fome grievous calamity^ 
—from the tagc of peftilcnce or famine^ from the 
edge and fury of the iwcn-d, from the £ite and 
fall of kingdoms round them ; they may have 
' been preferved by providential difcoveries of plots 
*and defigns againft the lrell«being of their ftates^' 
.or by critical turns and revolutions in their fa« 
▼our, when beginning to fink, By fome fignal 
interpofition of God's providence, they may have 
refcued their liberties^ and all that was dear to * 
themi from the jaws of fome tyrant -or may 
have preferved their religion pure and uncorrup- 
ted, when all other comforts failed them. If o- 
ther countries have reafon to be thankful to God^ 
for any one of thefe mercies^much more has this 
' of ottrS)-«^hich, at one time.or other, has received 
them all ;-— infomuch, that our hiftory, for this laft 
hundred years, has fcarce been any thing but the 
hiftory of our deliverances and God's bleffings 
and thefe in fo com{4ioaled a'chain, fuch iss were . 
fcarce ever.vouchiafed to any people befidcs, ex- 
cept the Jews ^ — and with regard to them, though 
inferior in, the ftupicndous manner of their work- 
ing, — ^yet no .way fo— in the extenflve goodnefs of 
their effeds^ and ther infinite benevdence and 
power which muft* have wrought them for us. 

Here then let us ftop to look back a moment,, 
anil inquire what great eftedls all this has had up-> 
on our fins, and how far worthy, we hare lived of. 
what we have received. * ' * • 

A ftranger, when he heard that this ifland had. 
been fo favoured by heaven,— fo happy in our 
laws and religion, fo flourtfliing in our trade, and^ 
fo blefled in our fituation, and fo vifibly protec-- 
ted in all of them by Providence,— would con«- 

£ e 3^ elude,, 
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cVude, that out morals liad kept pace widi thefe-^ 

MclTinp;?, and would expeft that, as we were the 
ii^uit iavoured by God Almighty^ we muE be the 
moil virtuous and religious people upon earthy 

Would tcf God, there , was any other reafon to 
Incline one to fuch a belief! — would to God, that 
the appearance of religion was more frequent ! 
for that would neccflarily imply the reality of it 
foihewbere, and moft probably in the greateft and 
moft relpedlable charafters of the nation. Such 
was the fituation of this country, till a licentious 
k!n[T introduced a licentious age. The court of 
Charles the Second firft brake in upon^ and, I 
fear, ha3 almoft demoliihed the outworks of relir 
g?on, of modefty, and of fober manners ; fo that, 
^inftead of any real marks of religion amougil us^ 
yoo fee thouiands who are tired with carrying the 
malk of it, and hare thrown it aiide as a ufelelg 
incumbrance. , . 

But this licentioufnefa, he'll fay, may be chief- 
ly owing to a long courfe of profperity, which is 
apt to corrupt mens minds.-^'^God has^ fince. tried^ 
you with afflidions ; you have had lately a bloody 
and expehfive war ; — God has fent, moreover, a 
. peftilence amongd your cattle, which has cut off 
the flock from the told, and left no. herd in the 
fialls belides, you have ^^uik felt two dreadfut 
Ihocks in your metropolis of a moft terrifying na- 
ture f — which, if God's providence had not chccL- 
^ and reftrained within fome bounds, might 
have Q^verthrown your capital^ and your.kingdom 
along with it. 

Surely, he'll Aiy, all thefe warnings mud have 
awakened the confciencts of the moft unthinking 
part of you, and forced the inhabitants of your 
li^nd, from fuch admonitions, to have learned righ-. 

tc(»uiucis. 
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teou&ds. I own^' this is the nataral eStCt, and^ 
one (hould hope, (hould always he the improve* 

ment from fuch calamities j for we often find, 
that numbers of people^ who, in their profiperit^t . 
feemed to forget Godt--<io yet remember him m 
the days of trouble and diftrefs ; yet, confider thir 
nationally, — ^^x* fee no fuch efFeft from it, as, in 
fa£t, one would expert from fpeculation* 

For inftance, with all the devaftation and blood? 
{hed which the war has occafioned, how many 
converts has it made cither to virtue or frugality? 
The peftilence amongft our cattle, though it has 
didrefled, and utterly undone fo many jtboufandsi 
yet what one vifible alteratioa has it made ia the 
courfe of our lives ? 

And though one would imagine, that the ne- 
cefTary drains of taxes for the one, and the lofy 
of rent and property from the other,— ihould, in. 
forae meafure, have withdrawn the means of gra<p 
tifying our pafTions as we have done; — yet what 
appearance is there amongft us, that it is fb? wha( 
one fa(hionable folly or extravagance has been 
checked ?— *Are not the fimie ezpences of equi- 
page, and furniture, and drefs, — the fame order 
of diverfions, perpetually returning, and as great ' 
luxury and epicuri|m of entertainments, as in the 
mod prorperous condition i — So that, though th^ 
head is fick, and the whole heart is faint, we all 
a(Fe£k to look well in the face, either as if nothing 
had happened, or we were afliamcd to acknowr 
ledge the force and natural, effects of the chailife- 
Doents of God. And if from the eflFe£^s which war 
and peflilcnce have had, — -we may form a judg- 
ment of the moral effects which this laft terror is 
likely to produce, — it is to be feared, however 
-^e mi^ht be ftartled at firft,— that the imprefiions 

will 
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will fcarce laft longer than the inftantaneous fhock 
which occafioned them. — And I make no doubt^ 
«-^ould a man have courage to declare his opi«- 
luon»— Tfatt he believed it was an indication 
of God's anger upon a corrupt generation,''—^ 
that it would be great odds, but he would be pi- 
tied for hia weaknefs, or openly laughed at for 
his fuperftitton. Or if, after fuch a declaration^ . 
—he was thought worth (etting right in his mif- 
take, — ^hc would be informed, — that religion had ' 
nothing to do in explications of this kind ; — that 
aU fuch violent yibrations of the earth were owr 
ing to fuhterraneons caverns falling down of theni*^^ 
felvcs, or being blown up by nitrous and fulphu- - 
reous vapour rarified by heat ; — and that it was 
idle to bring in the Deity to untie the knot, 
when it can be refolded eafily into natural Gaufe^«rx 
i-~Vain, unthipking mortals !— -As if natural 

caufeswere any thing elfe in the hands' of God, 

but inftruments, which he can turn to work the . 
pnrpofes of bis will, either to reward or punifh, . 
as feems fitting to his infintte^wifdom. 
' Thus no man repenteth him of his wickcdnefs, . 

faying, What have I done ? ^but every one 

tumeth to his courfe, as a horfe i^fliedi into the * 
battle. To concltlde, however we may under- 
rate it now, — it is a maxim of eternal truth,— 
which both reafoning and all accounts from hifto- 
ry confirm,— That the wickedncfs and corruption 
of a people 'mirfiwner or later bring on temporal * 
mifchiefs 'and calamities. And can it be other- 
wife? — for a vicious nation not only carries the ^ 
feeds of deftru<Slion within, from the natural , 
workings and courfe of things,— but it lays itfcif 
open to the whole* force and injury o( accidents- , 
frpm without j — and 1 do venture to hy, — there 

never 
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nertf was a nation or people fallen into troubles 

or decay, — ^but one might juftly leave the fame 
remark upon them, which the facred hiflorian 
makes in the text, upon the misfortunes of the 
Xfraelites^— for fo4t was^-^hat they had finned 
againft the Lord their God. 

Let us, therefore, conftantly bear 5n mind, that 
jconcluilon of the facred writer, — ^which 1 ihall 
give you in his own beautiful and awful language : 

^ But the Lord who h-eugfit yon up out of 
the land of Egypt, with great power and a 
ftretched-out aritii him ihall ye iear^ and him 
ihall ye worfhip, and to him ihall ye do facrifice : 
—'And the ftatutes, and the ordinanoesi and the 
commandments he wrote for you, ye (hall obferve 
to do for evermore. The Lord your God ve fhall 
fear, — and he ihall deliTer you out of the aand pf 
all your enemies.'* 

Now to God the Father^ iSc. 



I 



END OF VOIi. VI. 
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